
practice writing mla citations with answer
key
Practice writing MLA citations with answer key is an essential skill for students, researchers, and
anyone engaged in academic writing. The Modern Language Association (MLA) citation style is widely
used in the humanities, especially in literature, philosophy, and cultural studies. Mastering MLA
citations not only enhances the credibility of your work but also allows you to avoid plagiarism and
provide clear pathways for your readers to locate your sources. In this article, we will delve into the
intricacies of MLA citations, offer practice exercises, and provide an answer key for self-assessment.

Understanding MLA Format

Before diving into practice exercises, it’s crucial to understand the basic elements of MLA format. The
MLA Handbook outlines specific guidelines for citing various types of sources, including books,
articles, websites, and more.

Core Elements of MLA Citations

MLA citations are based on a core set of elements that should be included in a citation when
available. These elements are:

1. Author: The individual or group responsible for the work.
2. Title of Source: The title of the work being cited.
3. Title of Container: For sources that are part of a larger work (e.g., an article in a journal).
4. Other Contributors: Editors, translators, or others who contributed to the work.
5. Version: The edition or version of the source.
6. Number: The volume and issue number for journals.
7. Publisher: The organization responsible for producing the work.
8. Publication Date: The date when the work was published.
9. Location: The page number for print sources or the URL for web sources.

Formatting Basics

When writing citations in MLA format, adhere to the following formatting rules:

- Use a hanging indent for each citation in the Works Cited page.
- Italicize titles of books and journals, but use quotation marks for articles and essays.
- Capitalize the first letter of each significant word in titles.
- Use the abbreviation "pp." for page ranges in books and articles.



Practice Exercises

To enhance your understanding of MLA citations, engage with the following practice exercises. Each
exercise provides a source description, and your task is to create the correct MLA citation.

Exercise 1: Book Citation

Source Description:
Author: John Smith
Title: The Art of Writing
Publisher: Academic Press
Publication Date: 2020

Exercise 2: Journal Article Citation

Source Description:
Author: Emily Johnson
Title: “Exploring the Depths of Literature”
Title of Container: Literary Studies Journal
Volume: 15
Issue: 2
Pages: 45-67
Publication Date: March 2021
DOI: 10.1234/lsj.v15i2.5678

Exercise 3: Website Citation

Source Description:
Author: Mark Brown
Title of Webpage: “The Evolution of Writing Styles”
Website Title: Writing Today
Publisher: Writing Association
Publication Date: January 5, 2022
URL: www.writingtoday.com/evolution-of-writing

Exercise 4: Edited Book Citation

Source Description:
Editors: Sarah White and Tom Green
Title: Modern Writing Techniques
Publisher: Creative Press
Publication Date: 2019



Exercise 5: Film Citation

Source Description:
Title: Inception
Director: Christopher Nolan
Production Company: Warner Bros.
Release Year: 2010

Answer Key

Now that you have completed the practice exercises, here are the correct MLA citations for each
source description.

Answer for Exercise 1: Book Citation

Smith, John. The Art of Writing. Academic Press, 2020.

Answer for Exercise 2: Journal Article Citation

Johnson, Emily. “Exploring the Depths of Literature.” Literary Studies Journal, vol. 15, no. 2, Mar.
2021, pp. 45-67. doi:10.1234/lsj.v15i2.5678.

Answer for Exercise 3: Website Citation

Brown, Mark. “The Evolution of Writing Styles.” Writing Today, Writing Association, 5 Jan. 2022,
www.writingtoday.com/evolution-of-writing.

Answer for Exercise 4: Edited Book Citation

White, Sarah, and Tom Green, editors. Modern Writing Techniques. Creative Press, 2019.

Answer for Exercise 5: Film Citation

Inception. Directed by Christopher Nolan, Warner Bros., 2010.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

When practicing MLA citations, it's easy to make mistakes. Here’s a list of common pitfalls to watch
for:

- Incorrect Author Order: For multiple authors, always list the first author's name in reverse order
(Last Name, First Name), followed by the other authors in normal order.
- Missing Italics or Quotation Marks: Failing to italicize book and journal titles or incorrectly using
quotation marks can lead to citation errors.
- Inconsistent Punctuation: Ensure that periods, commas, and semicolons are used consistently
throughout your citations.
- Omitting Essential Information: Always double-check that you have included all necessary elements,
such as the publication date and page numbers.

Tips for Mastering MLA Citations

Developing proficiency in MLA citations takes practice. Here are some tips to help you master this
skill:

1. Use Citation Generators: Online tools like EasyBib or Citation Machine can help you create citations
quickly, but always double-check for accuracy.
2. Familiarize Yourself with the MLA Handbook: Having a copy of the latest edition of the MLA
Handbook can serve as a valuable reference.
3. Practice Regularly: The more you practice, the easier it will become. Create your own exercises
based on readings or sources you’ve encountered.
4. Seek Feedback: Share your citations with peers or instructors to receive constructive criticism and
improve your skills.
5. Stay Updated: Citation styles can evolve, so keep abreast of any changes to the MLA guidelines.

Conclusion

In conclusion, practice writing MLA citations with answer key is a vital part of academic writing that
helps maintain scholarly integrity. By understanding the core elements of MLA format, practicing
through exercises, and learning from common mistakes, you can enhance your citation skills
significantly. Whether you’re writing a research paper, an essay, or a thesis, accurate citations are
crucial for supporting your arguments and providing a roadmap for your readers. As you continue to
practice and refine your skills, you will find that MLA citations become second nature, allowing you to
focus more on the content of your writing rather than the format.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the basic format for an MLA citation of a book?
The basic format for an MLA citation of a book is: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year
of Publication.

How do you cite a journal article in MLA format?
To cite a journal article in MLA format, use the following format: Last Name, First Name. 'Title of
Article.' Title of Journal, vol. number, no. number, Year, pages. Database, DOI or URL.

What information is needed to create an MLA citation for a
website?
To create an MLA citation for a website, you need: Author's Last Name, First Name. 'Title of Web
Page.' Name of Website, Publisher (if different from website name), Publication Date, URL.

How should in-text citations be formatted in MLA style?
In-text citations in MLA style should include the author's last name and the page number in
parentheses, e.g., (Smith 23). If the author's name is mentioned in the text, only the page number is
needed, e.g., Smith argues that... (23).

What is the correct way to cite a film in MLA format?
To cite a film in MLA format, use: Title of Film. Directed by Director's Name, Production Company,
Year of Release.

How do you format multiple authors in an MLA citation?
For a work with two authors, list both names in the order they appear: Last Name, First Name, and
First Name Last Name. For three or more authors, use the first author's name followed by et al.: Last
Name, First Name, et al.
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