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If you own a Power Kraft riding mower with an 18-horsepower engine and a 42-inch cutting deck, you're part
of a tradition that prioritizes efficiency and reliability in lawn maintenance. This article aims to be your
comprehensive guide to understanding the operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of the Power Kraft Riding
Mower 18 42. Whether you are a seasoned user or a new owner, this guide will help you get the most out of
your mower.

Overview of the Power Kraft Riding Mower 18 42

The Power Kraft Riding Mower 18 42 is designed for homeowners who need a powerful yet compact machine to
maintain their lawns. With an 18 HP engine, this mower can handle larger yards while still being nimble enough
to navigate tight spaces. The 42-inch cutting deck allows for a broader cutting width, making lawn care
quicker and more efficient.

Key Features

- Powerful Engine: 18-horsepower engine provides robust performance for cutting grass.
- 42-Inch Cutting Deck: Ideal for medium to large lawns, allowing a wider cutting path.
- Easy Steering: The mower is equipped with a comfortable steering wheel for easy maneuverability.
- Adjustable Cutting Heights: Offers various heights to suit your lawn's needs.
- Durable Build: Built with high-quality materials to withstand regular use.

Operating the Power Kraft Riding Mower

Operating the Power Kraft Riding Mower is straightforward, thanks to its intuitive design. Here are the
essential steps to get started.

Starting the Mower

1. Check Fuel Levels: Ensure there's enough gasoline in the tank.
2. Engage the Parking Brake: Always engage the parking brake before starting the engine.
3. Set the Throttle: Adjust the throttle to the "Start" position.
4. Turn the Key: Insert the key into the ignition and turn it to the "Start" position.
5. Release the Key: Once the engine starts, release the key to the "Run" position.

Using the Mower

- Adjusting the Cutting Height: Use the height adjustment lever to set the desired cutting height.
- Engaging the Blades: Pull the blade engagement lever to activate the mower blades.
- Steering and Maneuvering: Use the steering wheel to guide the mower, taking care to navigate obstacles.



Stopping the Mower

1. Release the Blades: Pull the blade disengagement lever to stop the blades.
2. Reduce Throttle: Lower the throttle to idle.
3. Turn Off the Engine: Turn the ignition key to the "Off" position and remove the key.

Maintenance of the Power Kraft Riding Mower

Regular maintenance is crucial to keep your Power Kraft Riding Mower running efficiently. Here are some
essential maintenance tasks you should perform regularly.

Daily Maintenance

- Check Oil Levels: Inspect the oil level and add oil as necessary.
- Clean the Deck: Rinse off any grass clippings stuck to the underside of the cutting deck.
- Inspect Belts and Cables: Look for signs of wear and tear on belts and cables.

Weekly Maintenance

- Sharpen Blades: Dull blades can tear grass rather than cut it; sharpen them at least once a month.
- Check Tire Pressure: Ensure that the tires are inflated to the recommended PSI.
- Clean Air Filter: A dirty air filter can affect engine performance; clean or replace it as needed.

Seasonal Maintenance

- Change Oil: Every 50 hours of operation or at least once a season.
- Replace Fuel Filter: To ensure a smooth fuel flow, replace the filter at the beginning of each season.
- Inspect Battery: Check the battery for corrosion and ensure it holds a charge.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even the best machines can have problems from time to time. Here are some common issues you may encounter with
your Power Kraft Riding Mower and how to troubleshoot them.

Engine Won't Start

- Check the Fuel: Ensure there’s gasoline in the tank.
- Inspect the Battery: A dead battery can prevent the mower from starting; check connections and charge as
needed.
- Look at the Safety Switches: Ensure that all safety switches are engaged properly.

Uneven Cutting



- Check Blade Alignment: Ensure that the blades are properly aligned and not damaged.
- Adjust Cutting Height: An uneven cutting height can lead to an unkempt lawn; make sure the height is
consistent.

Excessive Vibration

- Inspect Blades: Dull or damaged blades can cause vibrations; sharpen or replace them.
- Check Deck Leveling: Ensure that the deck is level; an uneven deck can lead to vibrations.

Storage Tips for the Off-Season

When the mowing season comes to an end, proper storage of your Power Kraft Riding Mower is essential to
prolong its lifespan.

Cleaning

- Wash the Mower: Give your mower a thorough wash to remove any dirt or debris.
- Clean the Deck: Remove any clippings and debris from the underside of the cutting deck.

Fuel System Preparation

- Stabilize Fuel: Add a fuel stabilizer to the tank and run the engine for 5-10 minutes to ensure it circulates
through the system.
- Empty the Tank: For long-term storage, consider emptying the fuel tank to prevent varnishing.

Covering the Mower

- Use a Tarp or Mower Cover: Protect your mower from dust and moisture by covering it.

Conclusion

The Power Kraft Riding Mower 18 42 is a reliable tool for maintaining your lawn with ease and efficiency. By
understanding the operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of your mower, you can ensure that it remains in
excellent condition for years to come. Regular upkeep, combined with proper usage techniques, will help you
achieve a lush, beautiful lawn that enhances the appeal of your home. Whether you are mowing a small yard or
tackling a larger landscape, your Power Kraft Riding Mower is designed to meet your needs.

Frequently Asked Questions

What type of engine does the Power Kraft riding mower 18 42 use?

The Power Kraft riding mower 18 42 typically uses a Kohler or Briggs & Stratton engine, known for their
durability and performance.



Where can I find the manual for the Power Kraft riding mower 18 42?

The manual can usually be found on the manufacturer's website, or you can check online forums and manual
repositories for downloadable PDF versions.

What is the cutting width of the Power Kraft riding mower 18 42?

The Power Kraft riding mower 18 42 has a cutting width of 42 inches, making it suitable for medium to large
lawns.

How do I change the oil on the Power Kraft riding mower 18 42?

To change the oil, locate the oil drain plug, remove it to drain the old oil, replace the plug, and refill with the
recommended oil through the dipstick tube.

What type of maintenance does the Power Kraft riding mower 18 42 require?

Regular maintenance includes checking and changing the oil, replacing the air filter, sharpening the blades, and
inspecting the battery and tires.

What is the fuel capacity of the Power Kraft riding mower 18 42?

The fuel capacity of the Power Kraft riding mower 18 42 is approximately 3 gallons.

How do I troubleshoot starting issues on the Power Kraft riding mower 18
42?

Check the battery charge, ensure the fuel tank is filled, inspect the spark plug, and verify that the safety
switches are engaged.

Can I use attachments with the Power Kraft riding mower 18 42?

Yes, the Power Kraft riding mower 18 42 is compatible with various attachments such as baggers, carts, and
snow throwers, depending on the model.

What is the maximum speed of the Power Kraft riding mower 18 42?

The maximum speed of the Power Kraft riding mower 18 42 is typically around 5-6 mph, allowing for efficient
mowing.

How often should I replace the mower blades on the Power Kraft riding
mower 18 42?

It is recommended to replace the mower blades at least once a season or when they show signs of wear or
damage.
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