POLITICS IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

PoLITIcS IN THE EUROPEAN UNION IS A COMPLEX AND MULTIFACETED ARENA THAT INVOLVES VARIOUS INSTITUTIONS, MEMBER
STATES, AND POLICIES. THE EUROPEAN UNION (EU) OPERATES THROUGH A UNIQUE POLITICAL SYSTEM THAT COMBINES
ELEMENTS OF INTERGOVERNMENT AL COOPERATION AND SUPRANATIONAL GOVERNANCE. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE INTRICATE
LANDSCAPE OF EU POLITICS, EXPLORING ITS INSTITUTIONS, DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES, KEY CHALLENGES, AND ITS IMPACT ON
MEMBER STATES AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS.

THe STRUCTURE oF EU PoLiTICS

THE POLITICAL FRAMEWORK OF THE EUROPEAN UNION IS DEFINED BY A NUMBER OF KEY INSTITUTIONS THAT PLAY DISTINCT
ROLES IN GOVERNANCE AND POLICYMAKING. UNDERSTANDING THESE INSTITUTIONS IS ESSENTIAL TO GRASP THE DYNAMICS OF
POLITICS IN THE EU.

THe EuroPEAN COMMISSION

THe EuroPEAN COMMISSION ACTS AS THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE EU AND IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PROPOSING LEGISLATION,
IMPLEMENTING DECISIONS, AND UPHOLDING THE EU TREATIES. IT CONSISTS OF 27 COMMISSIONERS, ONE FROM EACH MEMBER
STATE, WHO ARE APPOINTED FOR A FIVE-YEAR TERM. THE COMMISSION'S KEY FUNCTIONS INCLUDE:

® DRAFTING LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

ENFORCING EU LAW
o MANAGING THE EU BUDGET

® REPRESENTING THE EU INTERNATIONALLY

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

THe EuroPEAN PARLIAMENT (EP) IS THE DIRECTLY ELECTED LEGISLATIVE BODY OF THE EU. |T REPRESENTS THE CITIZENS OF THE
MEMBER STATES AND WORKS ALONGSIDE THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION TO PASS LEGISLATION. THE PARLIAMENT HAS
SEVERAL IMPORTANT POWERS, INCLUDING:

® APPROVING OR REJECTING PROPOSED LEGISLATION

o CONTROLLING THE BUDGET

o OVERSEEING THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION

® RATIFYING INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT (MEPS) SERVE FIVE-YEAR TERMS AND ARE ELECTED BASED ON PROPORTIONAL
REPRESENTATION, REFLECTING THE POLITICAL PREFERENCES OF THEIR CONSTITUENTS.



THe CounciL oF THE EUROPEAN UNION

ALSO kNOWN AS THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION REPRESENTS THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE
MEMBER STATES. EACH COUNTRY HOLDS THE PRESIDENCY FOR A SIX-MONTH TERM, ROTATING AMONG MEMBER STATES. THE
COUNCIL'S FUNCTIONS INCLUDE:

o NEGOTIATING AND ADOPTING EU LAWS
o COORDINATING POLICIES AMONG MEMBER STATES

¢ DECIDING ON INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS AND MATTERS OF FOREIGN POLICY

THe COUNCIL WORKS CLOSELY WITH THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT TO ENSURE LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS ARE DISCUSSED AND
PASSED.

THE DecisioN-MAKING PROCESS

PoLITICS IN THE EUROPEAN UNION IS CHARACTERIZED BY A COMPLEX DECISION-MAKING PROCESS THAT OFTEN REQUIRES
CONSENSUS AMONG MEMBER STATES. THE PROCESS CAN BE SUMMARIZED IN SEVERAL KEY STEPS:

ProPOSAL STAGE

THE EurROPEAN COMMISSION INITIATES THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS BY PROPOSING NEW LAWS OR AMENDMENTS TO EXISTING
ONES. THESE PROPOSALS ARE BASED ON CONSULTATIONS WITH STAKEHOLDERS, INCLUDING GOVERNMENTS, BUSINESSES, AND
CITIZENS.

CONSULTATION AND NEGOTIATION

ONCE A PROPOSAL IS MADE, IT IS SENT TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION. BOTH
INSTITUTIONS REVIEW, AMEND, AND NEGOTIATE THE PROPOSALS. THIS STAGE OFTEN INVOLVES INTENSE DISCUSSIONS AND
COMPROMISES, AS MEMBER STATES MAY HAVE DIFFERING PRIORITIES AND INTERESTS.

ADOPTION OF LEGISLATION

AFTER NEGOTIATIONS, THE FINAL TEXT IS AGREED UPON. THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL MUST APPROVE THE
LEGISLATION FOR IT TO BECOME LAW. DEPENDING ON THE POLICY AREA, DIFFERENT VOTING PROCEDURES MAY APPLY, SUCH AS
QUALIFIED MAJORITY VOTING OR UNANIMOUS CONSENT.

CHALLENGES IN EU PoLiTICS

PoLITICS IN THE EUROPEAN UNION FACES NUMEROUS CHALLENGES THAT CAN IMPACT ITS FUNCTIONALITY AND PUBLIC
PERCEPTION. SOME OF THESE CHALLENGES INCLUDE:



NATIONALISM AND PoPuULISM

IN RECENT YEARS, THERE HAS BEEN A RISE IN NATIONALIST AND POPULIST SENTIMENTS ACROSS EUROPE. POLITICAL PARTIES
ADVOCATING FOR NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY AND ANTI-EU RHETORIC HAVE GAINED TRACTION, LEADING TO TENSIONS BETWEEN
MEMBER STATES AND THE EU INSTITUTIONS. THIS TREND POSES A CHALLENGE TO THE UNITY AND INTEGRATION OF THE EU.

MIGRATION AND ASYLUM PoLicy

THE MIGRATION CRISIS HAS TESTED THE EU’S ABILITY TO FORMULATE A COHESIVE AND HUMANE ASYLUM POLICY. MEMBER
STATES HAVE DIFFERING VIEWS ON HOW TO ADDRESS MIGRATION, LEADING TO DISAGREEMENTS ON BURDEN-SHARING AND BORDER
CONTROL. THIS ISSUE REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT POINT OF CONTENTION IN EU PoOLITICS.

EconoMic DISPARITIES

ECONOMIC INEQUALITIES BETWEEN MEMBER STATES CAN CREATE FRICTION WITHIN THE EU. COUNTRIES IN SOUTHERN AND
EASTERN EUROPE OFTEN STRUGGLE WITH HIGHER UNEMPLOYMENT RATES AND LOWER ECONOMIC GROWTH COMPARED TO THEIR
\W/ESTERN COUNTERPARTS. ADDRESSING THESE DISPARITIES IS CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING SOLIDARITY AND COHESION WITHIN THE
UNION.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND SUSTAINABILITY

THe EU HAS MADE SIGNIFICANT COMMITMENTS TO COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE, BUT IMPLEMENTING EFFECTIVE POLICIES THAT
BALANCE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY REMAINS A CHALLENGE. MEMBER STATES MUST NAVIGATE
THEIR NATIONAL INTERESTS WHILE COLLABORATING ON COLLECTIVE GOALS.

THE RoLE oF THE EU IN GLoBAL PoLITICS

PoLITICS IN THE EUROPEAN UNION EXTENDS BEYOND ITS BORDERS, INFLUENCING GLOBAL AFFAIRS IN VARIOUS WAYS. THE EU
PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN:

TRADE AGREEMENTS

AS ONE OF THE LARGEST ECONOMIES IN THE WORLD, THE EU ENGAGES IN TRADE NEGOTIATIONS WITH COUNTRIES AND REGIONS
GLOBALLY. TRADE AGREEMENTS ARE KEY TO FOSTERING ECONOMIC GROW TH AND ENSURING THAT EUROPEAN BUSINESSES REMAIN
COMPETITIVE IN THE INTERNATIONAL MARKET.

HuMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY PROMOTION

THE EU IS A STAUNCH ADVOCATE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRATIC VALUES. THROUGH DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS AND
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, THE EU SUPPORTS COUNTRIES IN THEIR TRANSITIONS TO DEMOCRACY AND PROMOTES HUMAN RIGHTS
¥ ORLDW IDE.



GLOBAL SECURITY

THe EU PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN GLOBAL SECURITY THROUGH ITS CoMMON FOREIGN AND SECURITY PoLicy (CFSP). THis
POLICY ENABLES THE EU TO COORDINATE RESPONSES TO INTERNATIONAL CRISES, ENGAGE IN PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS, AND
COLLABORATE WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE UNITED NATIONS AND NATO.

CoNcLUSION

IN SUMMARY, POLITICS IN THE EUROPEAN UNION IS A DYNAMIC AND EVOLVING FIELD THAT REFLECTS THE DIVERSE INTERESTS OF
ITS MEMBER STATES AND CITIZENS. THE EU’S UNIQUE INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK, DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES, AND ABILITY
TO ADDRESS SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES HAVE MADE IT A FORMIDABLE PLAYER ON THE GLOBAL STAGE. AS THE EU CONTINUES TO
NAVIGATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF NATIONALISM, MIGRATION, ECONOMIC DISPARITIES, AND SUSTAINABILITY, ITS POLITICAL
LANDSCAPE WILL UNDOUBTEDLY EVOLVE, SHAPING THE FUTURE OF EUROPE AND ITS ROLE IN THE WORLD. THE ONGOING
DIALOGUE AMONG MEMBER STATES AND INSTITUTIONS WILL BE CRUCIAL IN UPHOLDING THE VALUES OF UNITY AND COOPERATION
THAT THE EU REPRESENTS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ROLE DOES THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT PLAY IN THE EU’S POLITICAL SYSTEM?

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT REPRESENTS EU CITIZENS AND IS INVOLVED IN SHAPING LEGISLATION, APPROVING THE EU BUDGET,
AND OVERSEEING OTHER INSTITUTIONS, MAKING IT A KEY PLAYER IN THE EU’S DEMOCRATIC FRAMEW ORK.

How poes THE EU ADDRESS THE RISE OF POPULISM IN MEMBER STATES?

THE EU ADDRESSES POPULISM BY PROMOTING INCLUSIVE POLICIES, ENHANCING COMMUNICATION ABOUT EU BENEFITS, AND
ENCOURAGING MEMBER STATES TO ENGAGE IN DIALOGUE WITH CITIZENS TO COUNTERACT MISINFORMATION.

\W/HAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF BREXIT FOR EU PoLITICS?

BREXIT HAS LED TO SHIFTS IN POWER DYNAMICS WITHIN THE EU, PROMPTING DISCUSSIONS ON REFORM, BUDGET ALLOCATION,
AND THE FUTURE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UK/ AS WELL AS RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE UNITY OF THE REMAINING MEMBER
STATES.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE EUROPEAN GREEN DEeAL IN EU pPoLITICS?

THe EuroPEAN GREEN DEAL AIMS TO MAKE EUROPE THE FIRST CLIMATE-NEUTRAL CONTINENT BY 2050, INFLUENCING VARIOUS
POLICIES, FUNDING ALLOCATIONS, AND INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS, THUS PLAYING A CENTRAL ROLE IN THE EU’S POLITICAL
AGENDA.

How poes THE EU HANDLE ISSUES OF MIGRATION AND ASYLUM?

THE EU MANAGES MIGRATION AND ASYLUM THROUGH POLICIES LIKE THE COMMON EUROPEAN ASYLUM SYSTEM, AIMING FOR A
BALANCE BETWEEN SOLIDARITY AMONG MEMBER STATES AND PROTECTING EXTERNAL BORDERS WHILE ADDRESSING HUMANITARIAN
NEEDS.

WHAT CHALLENGES DOES THE EU FACE REGARDING RULE OF LAW IN MEMBER COUNTRIES?

THE EU FACES CHALLENGES WITH RULE OF LAW IN COUNTRIES LIKE HUNGARY AND POLAND, WHERE CONCERNS OVER JUDICIAL
INDEPENDENCE AND MEDIA FREEDOM HAVE LED TO LEGAL ACTIONS AND DEBATES ABOUT THE ENFORCEMENT OF EU VALUES.



How HAS THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC INFLUENCED EU POLITICAL COOPERATION?

THe COVID-19 PANDEMIC HAS ACCELERATED EU POLITICAL COOPERATION, LEADING TO JOINT PROCUREMENT OF VACCINES,
ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLANS LIKE NEXTGENERATIONEU, AND A RENEWED FOCUS ON HEALTH SECURITY AND RESILIENCE.

\W/HAT IS THE ROLE OF THE EUROPEAN CoMMISSION IN EU poLITICS?

THE EurROPEAN COMMISSION ACTS AS THE EXECUTIVE BODY OF THE EU, PROPOSING LEGISLATION, IMPLEMENTING DECISIONS,
ENFORCING EU LAY, AND REPRESENTING THE EU INTERNATIONALLY, THUS PLAYING A CRUCIAL ROLE IN POLICY DEVELOPMENT
AND GOVERNANCE.
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