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Political Science UC Davis is a vibrant academic discipline that explores the
complexities of political systems, behavior, and policy-making processes. Located within
the University of California, Davis, the Political Science Department plays a critical role in
fostering an understanding of both domestic and international politics, cultivating a
community of scholars, and preparing students for a variety of careers in public service,
law, academia, and more. This article delves into the various aspects of the Political
Science program at UC Davis, including its curriculum, faculty, research opportunities,
student life, and career outcomes.

Overview of the Political Science Department

The Political Science Department at UC Davis is committed to providing a comprehensive
understanding of political phenomena through rigorous scholarship and innovative
teaching. The department emphasizes a multidisciplinary approach, incorporating insights
from history, economics, sociology, and psychology to address pressing political issues.

Mission and Goals

The mission of the Political Science Department is to:

1. Foster critical thinking and analytical skills among students.
2. Equip students with the knowledge necessary to engage thoughtfully in political
discourse.
3. Encourage research and inquiry into political behavior, institutions, and policies.
4. Promote civic engagement and social responsibility.

Curriculum and Areas of Study

The Political Science curriculum at UC Davis is designed to provide students with a robust
foundation in core political concepts while allowing them to specialize in areas of interest.
The department offers a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Political Science, as well as minors and
graduate programs.

Core Courses

Students are required to take a set of core courses that cover fundamental topics in
political science, including:

- Introduction to Political Science



- Comparative Politics
- International Relations
- Political Theory
- Research Methods in Political Science

These courses are designed to provide students with a solid grounding in the major
subfields of political science.

Specialization Areas

In addition to core courses, students can choose to specialize in one of several areas,
including:

1. American Politics: Focuses on the U.S. political system, including its institutions,
processes, and policies.
2. Comparative Politics: Examines political systems across different countries, analyzing
similarities and differences.
3. International Relations: Investigates the interactions between nations, including issues
of conflict, cooperation, and global governance.
4. Political Theory: Explores philosophical questions about justice, power, and democracy.
5. Public Policy: Studies the policymaking process and the impact of policies on society.

Faculty Expertise

The Political Science Department at UC Davis is home to a diverse and accomplished
faculty who are experts in various fields of political science. Faculty members are not only
dedicated educators but also active researchers who contribute to the discipline through
their scholarship.

Research Interests

The faculty's research interests encompass a wide range of topics, including:

- Political behavior and public opinion
- Political institutions and governance
- International security and conflict resolution
- Environmental politics and policy
- Human rights and social justice

This diversity of expertise enriches the learning experience for students, who benefit from
the faculty's insights and mentorship.



Research Opportunities

Engaging in research is a vital component of the academic experience at UC Davis. The
Political Science Department encourages students to participate in research projects,
which can take various forms:

Undergraduate Research

Undergraduate students have numerous opportunities to engage in research, including:

- Independent Study Projects: Students can work closely with faculty members on specific
research topics.
- Internships: Students often intern with government agencies, non-profit organizations, or
research institutes, gaining practical experience.
- Research Assistantships: Students can assist faculty with ongoing research projects,
gaining hands-on experience in data collection and analysis.

Graduate Research

Graduate students are expected to conduct original research as part of their degree
requirements. They may also present their work at academic conferences or publish in
scholarly journals. The department provides support for graduate students, including
funding opportunities for research and travel.

Student Life and Engagement

The Political Science Department at UC Davis fosters a dynamic student life that
encourages engagement both inside and outside the classroom. Several organizations and
events provide opportunities for students to connect with peers and professionals in the
field.

Student Organizations

Some of the student organizations related to political science include:

- Political Science Club: A student-run organization that hosts events, discussions, and
networking opportunities.
- Model United Nations: Students participate in simulations of UN conferences, enhancing
their understanding of international relations.
- College Democrats and College Republicans: These organizations provide platforms for
students to engage in political discourse and activism.



Events and Guest Speakers

The department regularly hosts events, including:

- Guest Lectures: Prominent scholars and practitioners are invited to speak on current
political issues.
- Workshops and Seminars: Students can participate in workshops that develop skills in
research, writing, and public speaking.

Career Outcomes

Graduates of the Political Science program at UC Davis are well-prepared to pursue a
variety of career paths. The skills acquired through the program—critical thinking,
research, and effective communication—are highly valued in many fields.

Potential Career Paths

Some common career paths for political science graduates include:

1. Public Service: Many graduates work in local, state, or federal government positions,
contributing to public policy and administration.
2. Law: Political science provides a strong foundation for students pursuing law school and
careers in legal practice.
3. Non-Profit Sector: Graduates often find roles in advocacy organizations, working on
issues such as human rights, environmental policy, and social justice.
4. Academia: Some students continue their studies in graduate programs, aiming for
careers in research and teaching at the university level.
5. International Organizations: Graduates may work for international NGOs, government
agencies, or multilateral organizations like the United Nations.

Alumni Network

UC Davis boasts a strong alumni network that provides current students with valuable
connections and mentorship opportunities. Alumni often return to campus for networking
events, sharing their experiences and insights on navigating careers in political science.

Conclusion

Political Science at UC Davis is more than just an academic discipline; it is a
comprehensive program that prepares students to engage thoughtfully in the political
world. With a robust curriculum, dedicated faculty, ample research opportunities, and a
vibrant student community, the Political Science Department empowers students to



become informed citizens and effective leaders. Whether pursuing careers in public
service, law, or academia, graduates leave UC Davis equipped with the critical skills and
knowledge necessary to make meaningful contributions to society. The department's
commitment to scholarship and civic engagement ensures that students are not only
prepared for their careers but also for their roles as active participants in democracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major areas of study within the Political
Science department at UC Davis?
The major areas of study include American politics, comparative politics, international
relations, political theory, and public policy.

How can students get involved in political science
research at UC Davis?
Students can engage in research by seeking opportunities with faculty members,
participating in research assistant programs, or joining research-focused student
organizations.

What are some popular career paths for graduates of UC
Davis's Political Science program?
Graduates often pursue careers in government, international organizations, non-profits,
law, academia, and political consulting.

Does UC Davis offer any unique programs or initiatives
related to political science?
Yes, UC Davis hosts various initiatives such as the UC Davis Policy Institute and the
Center for Regional Change, which focus on policy analysis and community engagement.

Are there opportunities for internships in political
science for UC Davis students?
Yes, UC Davis provides numerous internship opportunities through its connections with
local, state, and federal government agencies, as well as NGOs and think tanks.

What kind of extracurricular activities does the Political
Science department at UC Davis offer?
The department offers various extracurricular activities, including student organizations,
guest lectures, and workshops, allowing students to engage more deeply with political



issues.

How does UC Davis's Political Science program prepare
students for graduate studies?
The program offers a strong foundation in research methods, critical thinking, and a
comprehensive understanding of political systems, all of which are crucial for graduate
studies.

What resources are available for political science
students at UC Davis?
Resources include access to the library's extensive collection, study groups, academic
advising, and workshops on topics like writing and research skills.
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