political correctness is fascism
pretending to be manners

Political correctness is fascism pretending to be manners is a provocative
assertion that has sparked significant debate in contemporary discourse. The
concept of political correctness (PC) has evolved over the years, often
becoming a focal point of contention in discussions about language, behavior,
and societal norms. While proponents argue that political correctness
promotes inclusivity and respect, critics assert that it stifles free speech
and promotes an authoritarian cultural climate. This article examines the
nuances of political correctness, the arguments surrounding it, and the
implications of viewing it through the lens of fascism.

Understanding Political Correctness

Political correctness refers to the practice of avoiding language or actions
that could offend particular groups of people, particularly those
marginalized or historically disadvantaged. The intent is to foster an
environment of respect and tolerance. The origins of political correctness
can be traced back to the civil rights movements of the 1960s and 70s when
activists sought to challenge discriminatory language and practices.

However, as political correctness has evolved, it has often been criticized
for leading to excessive self-censorship and a culture of fear around
expressing dissenting opinions. Critics argue that this has resulted in an
environment where individuals are more concerned with adhering to social
norms than engaging in open dialogue.

The Fascism Connection

To understand why some equate political correctness with fascism, it is
crucial to define both terms:

What is Fascism?

Fascism is a far-right authoritarian ultranationalist political ideology
characterized by dictatorial power, forcible suppression of opposition, and
strong regimentation of society and the economy. Historically, fascism has
manifested in various forms, often accompanied by censorship, propaganda, and
the persecution of dissenters.



Key Features of Fascism

1. Suppression of Dissent: Fascist regimes often quell opposition through
intimidation and violence, creating a climate where dissent is not tolerated.
2. Nationalism: Fascism promotes an extreme form of nationalism, often at the
expense of minority groups.

3. Censorship: The media and public discourse are heavily controlled to
prevent opposing viewpoints from being expressed.

4. Cult of Personality: Fascist movements often revolve around a charismatic
leader who is portrayed as the embodiment of the nation's ideals.

Those who argue that political correctness is a form of fascism often point
to these features, suggesting that the insistence on using "acceptable"
language and avoiding potentially offensive topics mirrors the suppression of
dissent characteristic of fascist regimes.

The Arguments For and Against Political
Correctness

The discourse surrounding political correctness is multifaceted, with strong
arguments on both sides.

Arguments in Favor of Political Correctness

1. Promotes Inclusivity: Advocates claim that political correctness
encourages a more inclusive society where people from marginalized groups
feel respected and valued.

2. Reduces Harmful Language: Supporters argue that the use of non-offensive
language can reduce the perpetuation of stereotypes and social stigmas.

3. Encourages Sensitivity: Political correctness can foster a more sensitive
approach to discussing complex social issues, allowing for a more
constructive dialogue.

Arguments Against Political Correctness

1. Limits Free Speech: Critics argue that political correctness stifles free
expression, leading to self-censorship and a lack of robust debate on
important issues.

2. Creates Division: Some believe that the emphasis on identity politics can
lead to increased polarization and division within society.

3. Enforces Conformity: Opponents contend that political correctness often
demands conformity to specific beliefs or language, which can inhibit
individual thought and creativity.



Political Correctness and the Culture of Fear

One of the most significant criticisms of political correctness is the
culture of fear it creates. Many individuals, particularly in academic and
professional settings, report feeling hesitant to express their opinions for
fear of backlash or social ostracism. This environment can lead to:

e Self-Censorship: People may choose not to speak up on important issues,
fearing that their views might be deemed politically incorrect.

* Reduced Dialogue: Open discussions become less frequent, leading to a
lack of understanding and empathy between differing viewpoints.

e Echo Chambers: Individuals may retreat into environments where they only
interact with like-minded people, further entrenching divisive
ideologies.

Examining the Consequences of Political
Correctness

The implications of political correctness extend beyond individual
expression; they affect broader societal dynamics.

Impact on Academia

In educational institutions, political correctness has led to heated debates
over free speech, academic freedom, and the role of universities as spaces
for open inquiry. Some argue that political correctness stifles intellectual
exploration and critical thinking, while others believe it is necessary to
create a safe learning environment.

Impact on Political Discourse

In the political arena, political correctness can polarize opinions and
create an environment where politicians are reluctant to speak candidly. This
can lead to:

1. Superficial Conversations: Political discussions may focus more on
avoiding offensive language than on substantive policy issues.

2. Populism: The backlash against political correctness has fueled the rise
of populist movements that capitalize on public frustration with perceived



elitism and political correctness.

The Path Forward: Finding a Balance

While the debate over political correctness and its implications is unlikely
to resolve anytime soon, a potential path forward involves finding a balance
between fostering respect and promoting free expression. Here are several
steps that might help:

1. Encourage Open Dialogue: Create spaces where individuals feel safe to
express differing opinions without fear of retribution.

2. Promote Critical Thinking: Educational institutions should emphasize
critical thinking skills and encourage students to engage with
challenging ideas.

3. Foster Empathy: Encouraging individuals to understand and empathize with
different perspectives can promote a more inclusive environment without
sacrificing debate.

Conclusion

The assertion that political correctness is fascism pretending to be manners
highlights the tension between the desire for respectful discourse and the
fundamental principles of free speech. While political correctness aims to
foster inclusivity, it risks creating a climate of fear and self-censorship.
To navigate this complex landscape, society must strive for a balance that
respects individual expression while promoting empathy and understanding.
Only then can we hope to cultivate a culture that values both manners and
freedom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'political correctness is
fascism pretending to be manners' imply?

This phrase suggests that political correctness can suppress free expression
under the guise of promoting respectful behavior, likening it to fascism,
which is characterized by authoritarian control and suppression of dissent.



How do proponents of political correctness defend
its use in society?

Proponents argue that political correctness fosters inclusivity and respect
for marginalized groups, helping to create a more equitable society by
encouraging language and behavior that avoids offending others.

What are the criticisms of political correctness
related to freedom of speech?

Critics argue that political correctness stifles free speech by creating a
culture of fear where individuals are hesitant to express their opinions due
to potential backlash, effectively limiting open discourse and debate.

Can political correctness coexist with open
dialogue?

Many believe it can, arguing that it promotes a more thoughtful and
considerate discourse, while others contend that it creates an environment
where certain viewpoints are marginalized or censored.

What historical contexts are often cited when
discussing the relationship between political
correctness and fascism?

Historical contexts often referenced include totalitarian regimes that
enforced strict ideological conformity, where dissenting opinions were
silenced, drawing parallels with modern instances of extreme political
correctness.

How has the conversation around political
correctness evolved in recent years?

The conversation has shifted towards a broader discussion about balancing
respect for individual identity and perspectives with the importance of free
speech, often becoming a contentious point in political and social debates.
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