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Mahatma Gandhi, known as the Father of the Nation in India, is one of the most significant figures in
the history of political movements for independence and social justice. His political career is
characterized by his unique approach to leadership, which emphasized non-violence (ahimsa) and
truth (satyagraha). This article explores his political career, highlighting his strategies, major
movements, and enduring legacy.

Early Life and Influences

Mahatma Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869, in Porbandar, Gujarat. His early life and experiences
played a crucial role in shaping his political ideology.

Education and Early Influences

- Education in London: Gandhi traveled to England in 1888 to study law. The experience exposed him
to Western philosophies and ideas, including concepts of civil rights and democracy.
- Influence of Religion: His upbringing in a Hindu household, combined with his interest in various
religious texts, informed his belief in non-violence and moral integrity.
- Experience in South Africa: In 1893, Gandhi moved to South Africa, where he encountered racial
discrimination. This experience was pivotal as it prompted him to confront injustice and advocate for
civil rights, laying the foundation for his future political career.

Return to India and Early Political Engagement

Upon his return to India in 1915, Gandhi quickly became involved in the Indian National Congress
(INC), an important political party striving for Indian independence from British rule.

Initial Political Activities

Gandhi began his political career in India with several initiatives aimed at addressing social issues and
uniting Indians against colonial rule:

1. Champaran Satyagraha (1917): Gandhi led his first major campaign in Champaran, Bihar, where
indigo farmers were being exploited by British planters. By organizing farmers and employing non-
violent resistance, he successfully negotiated for their rights.

2. Kheda Satyagraha (1918): Following Champaran, Gandhi organized a movement in Kheda, Gujarat,
where farmers were unable to pay taxes due to crop failure. His efforts led to the suspension of tax



collection, demonstrating his effectiveness as a leader.

3. Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-1922): In response to the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the
repressive Rowlatt Act, Gandhi launched the Non-Cooperation Movement. He encouraged Indians to
withdraw from British institutions, promoting self-reliance and swadeshi (indigenous goods). This
marked a significant escalation in the struggle for independence.

Major Movements and Strategies

Gandhi's political career is marked by several significant movements that mobilized millions and
transformed the Indian independence struggle.

The Salt March (Dandi March, 1930)

The Salt March was a pivotal moment in Gandhi's political career and the Indian independence
movement:

- Background: The British monopoly on salt and the salt tax was seen as an unfair imposition. Gandhi
decided to challenge this law by marching from Sabarmati Ashram to Dandi, a distance of 240 miles.
- Impact: The march captured national and international attention, symbolizing the fight against
colonial oppression. It inspired widespread civil disobedience, leading to the arrest of thousands of
Indians.

Quit India Movement (1942)

The Quit India Movement was one of the most significant movements in Gandhi's political career:

- Call for Immediate Independence: Launched in August 1942, Gandhi called for "Do or Die" in his
speech to the nation. The movement sought immediate British withdrawal from India.
- Repression: The British responded with severe repression, arresting thousands of leaders, including
Gandhi. Despite this, the movement galvanized a large section of the Indian population against
colonial rule.

Philosophy and Principles

Gandhi's political career was deeply intertwined with his philosophy, which emphasized ethical and
moral dimensions in politics.

Principles of Satyagraha

- Non-Violence: Central to Gandhi's philosophy was the principle of ahimsa, advocating for non-violent



resistance as a means to achieve political ends.
- Truth: Gandhi believed in the power of truth and sought to align political actions with ethical values.
- Self-Suffering: He encouraged his followers to endure suffering without retaliating, believing that this
would expose the moral bankruptcy of the oppressor.

Social Reforms and Inclusivity

Gandhi's political career was also marked by a commitment to social reforms:

- Caste System: He fought against untouchability and advocated for the rights of the marginalized,
whom he referred to as Harijans (Children of God).
- Women’s Rights: Gandhi encouraged women's participation in the freedom struggle, emphasizing
their role as agents of change in society.

Legacy and Impact

Mahatma Gandhi’s political career has left an indelible mark on India and the world.

Influence on Global Movements

- Civil Rights Movement in the USA: Leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. drew inspiration from Gandhi’s
principles of non-violence and civil disobedience in their own struggles for justice.
- Anti-Colonial Movements: Gandhi's methods influenced numerous anti-colonial movements across
Africa and Asia, demonstrating the effectiveness of non-violent resistance.

Enduring Symbol of Peace and Justice

Gandhi's legacy as a proponent of non-violence continues to resonate in contemporary political
discourse, especially in contexts of social justice and human rights. His birthday, October 2nd, is
celebrated as International Day of Non-Violence.

Conclusion

Mahatma Gandhi's political career is a testament to the power of non-violence and moral integrity in
the pursuit of justice and freedom. His unique approach to political activism, rooted in ethical
principles, not only shaped the Indian independence movement but also inspired global movements
for civil rights and social justice. Through his life and work, Gandhi demonstrated that true leadership
is grounded in compassion, integrity, and a steadfast commitment to the greater good. His enduring
legacy continues to inspire generations, reminding us of the potential for peaceful resistance in the
face of oppression.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the key events that marked the beginning of
Mahatma Gandhi's political career?
Mahatma Gandhi's political career began in South Africa, where he worked on the Indian community's
rights through campaigns against racial discrimination, notably the 1906 Passive Resistance
Campaign and the establishment of the Natal Indian Congress.

How did Gandhi's philosophy of non-violence influence his
political strategies?
Gandhi's philosophy of non-violence, or 'Ahimsa', became central to his political strategies, leading to
mass movements such as the Non-Cooperation Movement in 1920 and the Salt March in 1930, where
he advocated for civil disobedience against British rule.

What role did the Champaran and Kheda Satyagrahas play in
Gandhi's political career?
The Champaran Satyagraha in 1917 and the Kheda Satyagraha in 1918 were significant as they
marked Gandhi's first large-scale campaigns in India, addressing the grievances of farmers and
establishing his reputation as a leader of the Indian independence movement.

How did Gandhi's approach differ from other leaders in the
Indian independence movement?
Gandhi's approach differed from other leaders by emphasizing non-violent resistance and mass
mobilization rather than armed struggle, seeking to involve all sections of society, including peasants
and women, in the fight for independence.

What impact did the Quit India Movement have on Gandhi's
political career?
The Quit India Movement in 1942 was a defining moment in Gandhi's political career, showcasing his
ability to mobilize the masses against British rule. Although he was arrested, the movement
demonstrated the widespread demand for independence and solidified his leadership role.

In what ways did Gandhi's political beliefs influence post-
independence India?
Gandhi's political beliefs influenced post-independence India through the promotion of secularism,
social equality, and non-violence, which shaped the country's democratic framework and inspired
various social movements aimed at achieving his vision of a just society.
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