
poem analysis mending wall
Poem analysis Mending Wall reveals the intricacies of human relationships,
boundaries, and the deeper philosophical questions surrounding tradition and
change. Written by Robert Frost in 1914, "Mending Wall" is one of his most
celebrated poems, showcasing his mastery of rural imagery and conversational
tone. Through a narrative of two neighbors who meet each year to repair a
wall that separates their properties, Frost explores themes of isolation,
communication, and the nature of boundaries. This article delves into a
comprehensive analysis of the poem, examining its structure, themes, and
literary devices.

Overview of "Mending Wall"

"Mending Wall" is part of Frost's collection titled "North of Boston." The
poem is structured in a series of conversational stanzas that depict a yearly
ritual between two neighbors. The narrative unfolds as the speaker reflects
on the necessity and implications of the wall that divides their properties.
The poem opens with the speaker's bemusement at the tradition of wall-
mending, leading to a deeper exploration of the reasons behind constructing
barriers in human relationships.

Structure and Form

The poem consists of 45 lines divided into 16 stanzas of varying lengths. It
employs a blank verse format, utilizing unrhymed iambic pentameter. This
choice of form contributes to the conversational quality of the poem while
allowing for a natural rhythm and flow. Frost's use of enjambment—where one
line flows into the next without a pause—reinforces the continuity of thought
and the ongoing nature of the neighbors' interactions.

Imagery and Symbolism

Frost's imagery in "Mending Wall" is rich and evocative, painting a vivid
picture of rural life. The wall itself serves as a powerful symbol of
divisions—both physical and emotional. The act of mending the wall represents
not only the maintenance of property boundaries but also the human tendency
to create barriers in relationships.

Key images include:

- The Wall: Represents barriers and the idea of separation. It serves as a
metaphor for emotional and social boundaries people create.
- Nature: The speaker notes how nature "doesn’t love a wall," indicating a



natural inclination towards unity and connection rather than separation. This
highlights the tension between human-made boundaries and the natural world.
- The Neighbors: The two characters embody contrasting philosophies regarding
boundaries—one who questions the necessity of the wall and another who
adheres to tradition.

Themes in "Mending Wall"

Frost's poem touches upon several profound themes that resonate with readers,
prompting reflection on human behavior and societal norms.

Tradition vs. Change

One of the central themes of "Mending Wall" is the conflict between tradition
and change. The speaker questions the rationale behind the wall, echoing the
sentiment of those who challenge outdated customs. The neighbor, on the other
hand, clings to the saying, "Good fences make good neighbors," indicating a
preference for maintaining established norms.

This clash raises questions about the role of tradition in society:

- Preservation of Relationships: Does adhering to traditional practices
genuinely foster better relationships, or do they create unnecessary
divisions?
- Adaptability: How important is it to adapt to changing circumstances and
re-evaluate established norms?

Isolation and Connection

The poem examines the duality of isolation and connection that walls can
create. The act of mending the wall is a bonding experience for the two
neighbors, yet it simultaneously reinforces a physical and emotional
separation. The speaker’s musings reveal a desire for closeness, while the
neighbor’s commitment to the wall reflects a preference for distance.

This theme encourages readers to consider:

- The Nature of Relationships: Are boundaries essential for healthy
relationships, or do they hinder genuine connections?
- Human Behavior: Do people instinctively build walls to protect themselves,
or is it a learned behavior shaped by societal expectations?



Nature vs. Human Constructs

Frost contrasts human-made barriers with the natural world throughout the
poem. The line "Something there is that doesn’t love a wall" suggests that
nature inherently resists artificial separations. This theme highlights the
tension between human constructs and the natural inclination towards openness
and connection.

Key points include:

- Nature’s Resistance: The speaker acknowledges that natural forces, such as
frost and the shifting ground, work against the wall, symbolizing a larger
resistance to division.
- Human Arrogance: The persistence of the wall despite nature's opposition
suggests a stubbornness inherent in human behavior, prompting the reader to
question the wisdom of such practices.

Literary Devices

Frost employs various literary devices to enhance the poem's depth and
meaning. Some notable devices include:

Personification

The line "Something there is that doesn’t love a wall" personifies nature,
attributing it with the ability to have preferences and emotions. This device
emphasizes the conflict between human intentions and the natural world.

Alliteration and Assonance

Frost employs alliteration and assonance to create rhythm and enhance the
poem's musical quality. For example, phrases like "before I built" emphasize
the speaker's contemplation and contribute to the flowing quality of the
narrative.

Dialogue

The poem incorporates dialogue between the speaker and the neighbor, bringing
their contrasting viewpoints to life. This conversational tone invites
readers to engage with the ideas presented, making the poem feel more
relatable and grounded.



Conclusion

In conclusion, "Mending Wall" by Robert Frost serves as a thought-provoking
exploration of the complexities of human relationships, boundaries, and the
tension between tradition and change. Through vivid imagery, rich symbolism,
and a masterful use of literary devices, Frost prompts readers to reflect on
the nature of isolation and connection in their own lives. As the speaker
grapples with the necessity of the wall, readers are encouraged to consider
their perceptions of barriers—both physical and emotional—and the
implications of maintaining or dismantling them. Ultimately, the poem
resonates with the universal human experience of navigating relationships,
making it a timeless piece that continues to inspire reflection and
discussion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Robert Frost's poem
'Mending Wall'?
The main theme of 'Mending Wall' revolves around the concepts of boundaries
and relationships. It explores the tension between the need for separation
and the desire for connection, questioning the necessity of barriers in human
interaction.

How does the speaker in 'Mending Wall' feel about
the wall?
The speaker is ambivalent about the wall. While he questions its purpose and
suggests that it may not be needed, he also participates in the annual ritual
of mending it, reflecting a complex attitude towards tradition and
boundaries.

What literary devices are prominently used in
'Mending Wall'?
Frost employs several literary devices in 'Mending Wall', including metaphor,
imagery, and personification. The wall itself serves as a metaphor for
emotional and social barriers, while vivid imagery enhances the poem's rural
setting.

What does the phrase 'Good fences make good
neighbors' signify in the poem?
The phrase 'Good fences make good neighbors' suggests that clear boundaries
can lead to harmonious relationships. It reflects a traditional viewpoint



that maintaining distance can prevent conflicts, which is countered by the
speaker's more questioning perspective.

How does the natural setting influence the poem's
meaning?
The natural setting of 'Mending Wall' highlights the contrast between man-
made barriers and the free flow of nature. The speaker's observations of the
surrounding environment suggest that human impositions, like walls, disrupt
the natural order and relationships.

What role does tradition play in 'Mending Wall'?
Tradition plays a significant role in 'Mending Wall', as the annual mending
of the wall is a ritual that the characters engage in without questioning its
relevance. This reflects how societal norms can perpetuate practices that may
not serve a meaningful purpose.

How does Frost's use of dialogue contribute to the
poem's dynamics?
Frost uses dialogue between the speaker and his neighbor to illustrate
differing perspectives on boundaries. This conversational element adds depth
to the poem, showcasing the tension between tradition and questioning, and
highlighting the complexities of human relationships.
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