
plot diagram for rikki tikki tavi

Plot diagram for Rikki-Tikki-Tavi is an essential tool for understanding the structure and elements of

this classic short story by Rudyard Kipling. The narrative follows the adventures of a young mongoose

named Rikki-Tikki-Tavi, who is determined to protect his human family from dangerous snakes in their

garden. The story is rich with themes of bravery, loyalty, and the natural instinct to protect one’s home.

This article will explore the key components of the plot diagram, including exposition, rising action,

climax, falling action, and resolution, while delving into the characters and themes that enrich this

timeless tale.

Exposition

The exposition of "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" introduces readers to the main character, Rikki-Tikki, a mongoose

who is swept away from his home by a flood and found by an English family living in India. This

setting is significant as it establishes the environment in which the story takes place, blending the

exotic charm of India with the familiar domestic life of the English family.

Key Elements of the Exposition:

- Main Character: Rikki-Tikki-Tavi, a brave and curious mongoose.

- Setting: An English family’s bungalow in the Indian countryside.

- Situation: Rikki-Tikki is rescued by the family after being found in a garden, where he learns about

the dangers lurking nearby.

Through descriptive language, Kipling paints a vivid picture of the garden and the immediate dangers

posed by two cobras, Nag and Nagaina, who threaten the safety of Rikki-Tikki's new family.



Rising Action

The rising action consists of a series of events that build tension and develop the conflict between

Rikki-Tikki and the snakes. Rikki-Tikki quickly adapts to his new surroundings and becomes aware of

the presence of Nag and Nagaina. As tension escalates, Rikki-Tikki's bravery and determination to

defend his adopted family are put to the test.

Key Events in the Rising Action:

1. Rikki-Tikki’s Encounter with Nag: Rikki-Tikki first meets Nag when he confronts him in the bathroom.

Rikki-Tikki's quick thinking and agility allow him to escape danger.

2. The Warning: Rikki-Tikki receives a warning from Chuchundra, the cowardly muskrat, about the

danger posed by Nag and Nagaina, highlighting the looming threat.

3. Nagaina’s Revenge: After Rikki-Tikki kills Nag, Nagaina vows to take revenge by attacking the

family. This intensifies the conflict, as Rikki-Tikki realizes the stakes have risen significantly.

4. The Family's Danger: As Nagaina threatens the family, Rikki-Tikki must act decisively to protect

them, emphasizing his role as a guardian.

Through these events, readers witness Rikki-Tikki's transformation from a naive mongoose into a

courageous protector, setting the stage for the climactic confrontation with the snakes.

Climax

The climax of "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" is the turning point of the story, where the central conflict reaches its

peak. This moment is marked by a fierce battle between Rikki-Tikki and Nagaina, as he confronts her

in her den to save the family.

Key Elements of the Climax:

- The Confrontation: Rikki-Tikki follows Nagaina into her underground lair, where he faces her in a

dangerous duel. This moment is filled with suspense as Rikki-Tikki must rely on his instincts and agility



to outsmart the cunning cobra.

- The Stakes: Rikki-Tikki understands that if he fails, not only will he be killed, but the family he has

come to love will also be in grave danger. This realization adds urgency to the conflict.

- The Battle: The fight is intense, showcasing Rikki-Tikki's bravery and resourcefulness as he

navigates the treacherous den.

The climax culminates in Rikki-Tikki's triumph, as he successfully defeats Nagaina, showcasing his

heroic qualities and solidifying his role as the protector of the family.

Falling Action

Following the climax, the falling action deals with the aftermath of Rikki-Tikki's victory over Nagaina.

The tension subsides as the immediate threat is eliminated, but the consequences of the battle linger.

Key Events in the Falling Action:

1. The Family's Relief: With the threat of the cobras eliminated, the family expresses their gratitude to

Rikki-Tikki, who is now a beloved member of their household.

2. Rikki-Tikki’s Reflection: Rikki-Tikki reflects on his journey, realizing the importance of his role in the

family’s safety and the balance of nature in their garden.

3. The Return to Normalcy: Life returns to normal for the family, and Rikki-Tikki is celebrated as a

hero.

This section highlights the resolution of the conflict and the restoration of peace, allowing readers to

appreciate the harmony that Rikki-Tikki has fought to achieve.

Resolution

The resolution of "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" ties up the story’s loose ends and reinforces the themes of the



narrative. Rikki-Tikki has proven himself as not only a capable protector but also a valued member of

the family.

Key Elements of the Resolution:

- The Establishment of Peace: With Nag and Nagaina defeated, the garden is secure, allowing the

family to live without fear of snake attacks.

- Rikki-Tikki’s Role: Rikki-Tikki is celebrated for his bravery, and he feels a sense of belonging and

purpose within the family.

- A New Beginning: The story ends on a hopeful note, suggesting that Rikki-Tikki will continue to

protect his family and maintain balance in their garden.

Through this resolution, Kipling encapsulates the themes of bravery, loyalty, and the natural instinct to

protect one’s family, leaving readers with a sense of closure and satisfaction.

Thematic Elements

"Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" is not only a thrilling adventure but also a story rich in themes that resonate with

readers of all ages. Understanding these themes enhances the overall appreciation of the narrative.

Key Themes:

1. Bravery and Courage: Rikki-Tikki exemplifies bravery as he confronts formidable foes to protect

those he loves.

2. The Natural Order: The story reflects on the balance of nature, showcasing the predator-prey

relationship between the mongoose and the snakes.

3. Loyalty and Family: Rikki-Tikki’s loyalty to his human family drives his actions throughout the story,

emphasizing the importance of family bonds.

4. Good vs. Evil: The conflict between Rikki-Tikki and the snakes symbolizes the struggle between

good and evil, showcasing the triumph of the former.

These themes contribute to the story's enduring appeal, making it a beloved tale that continues to be



relevant across generations.

Conclusion

In summary, the plot diagram for "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi" serves as a valuable framework for understanding

the structure and elements of this classic tale. From the exposition that introduces Rikki-Tikki to the

rising action that builds tension, leading to the climactic battle and subsequent resolution, each

component plays a critical role in the narrative. The themes of bravery, loyalty, and the balance of

nature resonate deeply, ensuring that Kipling's story remains a timeless exploration of courage and the

instinct to protect. Through Rikki-Tikki's adventures, readers are reminded of the power of

determination and the importance of standing up for those we love.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary conflict in 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?

The primary conflict in 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi' is between Rikki, the mongoose, and the cobras, Nag and

Nagaina, who threaten the safety of the human family he protects.

How does the plot diagram structure 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?

The plot diagram of 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi' includes an exposition introducing Rikki and the family, a rising

action where Rikki encounters the cobras, a climax during the intense confrontation with Nag and

Nagaina, a falling action as Rikki defeats them, and a resolution where the garden is safe once again.

What events lead to the climax of the story?

Key events leading to the climax include Rikki's initial discovery of the cobras, his fierce battles with

Nag and later Nagaina, and the tension building as they threaten the human family, culminating in the

final showdown.



What role does the setting play in the plot of 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?

The setting, a British bungalow in colonial India, provides a rich backdrop for the story, highlighting the

theme of survival and the interaction between humans and wildlife, which is crucial to the plot.

What is the resolution of 'Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'?

The resolution occurs after Rikki-Tikki successfully defeats Nagaina, ensuring the safety of the family

and the garden, which illustrates themes of bravery and loyalty.

How does Rikki-Tikki's character develop throughout the story?

Rikki-Tikki evolves from a curious and playful mongoose into a courageous protector as he confronts

the dangers posed by the cobras, showcasing growth in responsibility and heroism.
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