
plot diagram for little red riding hood
Plot diagram for Little Red Riding Hood is a classic tool used to analyze the structure and elements
of this famous fairy tale. Understanding the plot diagram helps in breaking down the story into its
fundamental components, including exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.
This analysis not only enhances comprehension but also allows readers to appreciate the narrative's
depth and the moral lessons it imparts.

In this article, we will explore each section of the plot diagram, dissecting the story of Little Red
Riding Hood in detail.

Exposition

The exposition is the introduction of the story where characters, setting, and background
information are presented.

Characters

- Little Red Riding Hood: The protagonist, a young girl known for her red cloak, symbolizes
innocence and naivety.
- The Wolf: The antagonist, representing cunning and deception. He embodies the danger that lurks
in the seemingly safe world of childhood.
- The Grandmother: A secondary character who represents vulnerability. She is the target of the
Wolf's deceit.
- The Woodsman: A heroic figure who ultimately rescues Little Red Riding Hood and her
grandmother, symbolizing bravery and justice.

Setting

The story is set in a quaint village and the surrounding woods. The contrast between the safety of
the village and the perilous nature of the woods amplifies the themes of danger and innocence.

- Village: Represents safety and the known world.
- Woods: Symbolizes danger, the unknown, and the journey of growth.

Background Information

Little Red Riding Hood is a traditional fairy tale with various adaptations, originally popularized by
Charles Perrault and later by the Brothers Grimm. Its moral lessons, often centered around the
themes of obedience and the consequences of straying from the path, have made it a staple in
children's literature.



Rising Action

The rising action consists of events that create tension and develop the story's conflict.

- The Journey Begins: Little Red Riding Hood's mother asks her to deliver a basket of goodies to her
ailing grandmother, warning her to stay on the path and not to talk to strangers.
- Meeting the Wolf: While walking through the woods, Little Red Riding Hood encounters the Wolf.
This interaction establishes the central conflict and foreshadows the impending danger.
- The Wolf’s Deception: The Wolf cunningly learns about Little Red Riding Hood’s destination and
devises a plan to reach the grandmother's house first. This moment highlights the theme of trust and
the dangers of naivety.
- The Race to Grandmother’s House: The Wolf takes a shortcut, arriving at the grandmother's house
before Little Red Riding Hood, setting the stage for the climax.

Climax

The climax is the turning point of the story, where the conflict reaches its peak.

In Little Red Riding Hood, the climax occurs when the Wolf, having disguised himself as the
grandmother, tricks Little Red Riding Hood into entering the house. The famous lines, "What big
eyes you have!" and "What big teeth you have!" exemplify the tension and danger. This moment
encapsulates the essence of the tale: the confrontation between innocence and malevolence.

Falling Action

The falling action follows the climax and begins to resolve the conflict.

- Realization: Little Red Riding Hood eventually realizes that the figure in her grandmother's bed is
not her grandmother but the Wolf. This realization is a critical moment of awakening and symbolizes
the loss of innocence.
- The Woodsman’s Arrival: Just as the situation appears dire, the woodsman arrives. His presence
restores hope and represents the idea that good can triumph over evil.

Resolution

The resolution ties up loose ends and concludes the story.

- The Woodsman Saves the Day: The woodsman defeats the Wolf, rescuing both Little Red Riding
Hood and her grandmother from danger. This act of bravery reinforces the moral that good will
ultimately prevail.
- Lessons Learned: Little Red Riding Hood learns the importance of caution and the dangers of
straying from the path, a lesson that resonates with readers of all ages.



Thematic Analysis

Understanding the plot diagram also opens the door to exploring the various themes present in Little
Red Riding Hood.

Innocence vs. Experience

The journey of Little Red Riding Hood from innocence to experience is a central theme. Initially, she
is a naive girl, trusting and unaware of the dangers that lurk in the world. By the end of the story,
her experience teaches her valuable lessons about caution and trust.

The Dangers of Deception

The Wolf epitomizes deception, using his cunning to manipulate Little Red Riding Hood. The tale
serves as a warning about the potential dangers posed by strangers, particularly for children.

Rescue and Redemption

The woodsman’s intervention symbolizes redemption and the idea that there is always hope. This
theme emphasizes the importance of bravery and the readiness to confront evil.

Symbolism in Little Red Riding Hood

The story is rich with symbols that enhance its meaning.

- The Red Cloak: Little Red Riding Hood's red cloak symbolizes both her innocence and the potential
danger she faces. Red can also represent passion and danger, foreshadowing the conflict.
- The Forest: The woods serve as a metaphor for the unknown and the journey into maturity. It is a
place of danger, but also of growth and discovery.
- The Wolf: The Wolf represents predatory nature, embodying the fears that children often have
regarding the world around them.

Conclusion

The plot diagram for Little Red Riding Hood serves as a critical tool for understanding the structure
and intricacies of this beloved fairy tale. By analyzing the exposition, rising action, climax, falling
action, and resolution, readers can appreciate the layers of meaning and the moral lessons
embedded within the narrative. Themes of innocence, deception, and the triumph of good over evil
resonate throughout the story, making it a timeless tale that continues to captivate audiences of all
ages.



The journey of Little Red Riding Hood is not just a simple tale; it is a rich narrative filled with life
lessons that encourage readers to be cautious, critical thinkers, and aware of the world around
them. Through its engaging plot and memorable characters, Little Red Riding Hood remains a
poignant reminder of the complexities of childhood and the lessons that come with growing up.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a plot diagram?
A plot diagram is a graphical representation that outlines the structure of a story, including key
elements like exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

What are the key elements of the plot diagram for 'Little Red
Riding Hood'?
The key elements include the exposition (Little Red Riding Hood's journey to her grandmother's
house), rising action (her encounter with the wolf), climax (the confrontation with the wolf), falling
action (the rescue by the huntsman), and resolution (Little Red Riding Hood learns a lesson about
safety).

How does the exposition set the stage in 'Little Red Riding
Hood'?
The exposition introduces Little Red Riding Hood, her loving relationship with her grandmother, and
her mission to deliver food, establishing the setting and characters.

What events contribute to the rising action in 'Little Red
Riding Hood'?
The rising action includes Little Red Riding Hood's conversation with the wolf, her decision to stray
from the path, and the wolf's race to reach the grandmother's house first.

What is the climax of 'Little Red Riding Hood'?
The climax occurs when Little Red Riding Hood arrives at her grandmother's house and discovers
that the wolf has disguised himself as her grandmother.

What happens during the falling action of 'Little Red Riding
Hood'?
The falling action involves the huntsman discovering the wolf and saving Little Red Riding Hood and
her grandmother, leading to the resolution.



What moral lesson can be derived from 'Little Red Riding
Hood'?
The moral lesson is about the importance of listening to parents and being cautious around
strangers, as Little Red Riding Hood's naivety leads her into danger.

How can a plot diagram enhance understanding of 'Little Red
Riding Hood'?
A plot diagram helps readers visualize the story's structure, making it easier to identify key events
and themes, as well as understand character development and the overall message.
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