plex backup watch history

Plex backup watch history is an essential topic for any Plex user who wants to preserve
their viewing preferences, resume points, and personal recommendations. Plex, a popular
media server platform, allows users to organize and stream their media collections.
However, as users accumulate content and watch history, it becomes crucial to know how
to back up and restore this information effectively. In this article, we will explore the
importance of backing up your Plex watch history, the methods available for doing so, and
some tips and best practices for maintaining a stable Plex environment.

Why You Should Back Up Your Plex Watch History

Backing up your watch history in Plex can provide several benefits, including:

e Data Security: Avoid losing valuable data due to system failures or accidental
deletions.

¢ Seamless Migration: When moving to a new server or upgrading your hardware,
you can easily transfer your watch history.

e User Experience: Retain your personalized recommendations and continue
watching from where you left off.

e Family Sharing: If multiple users access the same Plex server, backing up the
watch history helps maintain individual user preferences.

Understanding Plex Watch History

Plex tracks a user’s viewing activities, including what content has been watched, the
duration of viewing, and the position where the user left off. This information is stored in
the Plex library database, which is essential for generating personalized recommendations
and keeping track of content watched.

Key Components of Plex Watch History

1. Watched Status: Indicates whether a user has completed watching a particular title.
2. Resume Points: Stores the timestamp of where the user left off, allowing for easy
resumption of viewing.

3. User Profiles: Plex allows multiple user profiles, each with its own watch history and
preferences, making it crucial to back up this information individually.



How to Back Up Your Plex Watch History

Backing up your Plex watch history involves copying the relevant database files and
configuration settings. Below are the steps to effectively back up your Plex data.

Step-by-Step Guide to Backing Up Plex Watch History

1. Locate Your Plex Media Server Data Directory:

- The default location for the Plex data directory varies based on the operating system:
- Windows: "~ C:\Users\\AppData\Local\Plex Media Server\’

- macOS: " ~/Library/Application Support/Plex Media Server/’

- Linux: " /var/lib/plexmediaserver/Library/Application Support/Plex Media Server/"

2. Stop the Plex Media Server:
- Before making any changes, stop the Plex Media Server to prevent data corruption.

3. Back Up the Database:

- Navigate to the "Plex Media Server™ folder and locate the "Preferences.xml" file and the
"Plug-in Support™ folder.

- Copy the entire "Plex Media Server™ directory to a secure location (an external hard
drive, cloud storage, etc.).

4. Confirm the Backup:
- After copying, ensure that the files are intact and accessible in your backup location.

5. Restart the Plex Media Server:
- Once the backup is complete, restart the Plex server for normal operation.

Restoring Your Plex Watch History

In the event you need to restore your Plex watch history, the process is straightforward.
Here’s how to do it:

Step-by-Step Guide to Restoring Plex Watch History

1. Stop the Plex Media Server:
- As with backups, stop the server to avoid data corruption during restoration.

2. Locate Your Backup:
- Find the previously saved backup of the "Plex Media Server™ directory.

3. Replace Existing Files:
- Copy the backup files back into the original Plex data directory, replacing the existing
files.



4. Restart the Plex Media Server:
- Start the server again and check if your watch history and preferences are restored.

Best Practices for Plex Backup Maintenance

To ensure a smooth experience with your Plex server, consider the following best
practices:

e Regular Backups: Schedule backups of your Plex data at regular intervals to
capture any new watch history or changes.

e Version Control: Keep multiple versions of backups to prevent loss of data in case
of corruption.

e Document Changes: Keep a log of any major changes to your Plex setup to refer
back to if needed.

e Test Your Backups: Periodically test the restoration process to ensure that you can
recover your data when needed.

e Utilize Cloud Solutions: Consider using cloud storage for off-site backups to
safeguard against local hardware issues.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

While backing up and restoring your Plex watch history is relatively straightforward, you
may encounter issues. Here are some common problems and solutions:

File Corruption

- If your backup files become corrupted, you may need to restore from an earlier version
or recreate the watch history manually.

Incompatible Versions

- Ensure that the Plex server version you are restoring is compatible with the backup files.
If you have updated Plex, restoring older files may cause issues.

Missing Watch History

- If your watch history is missing after a restoration, check to ensure that you have copied



the correct database files and that the Plex server is running properly.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Plex backup watch history is a vital process for any avid Plex user who
values their viewing history and preferences. By following the steps outlined in this article,
you can efficiently back up and restore your Plex watch history, ensuring a seamless
viewing experience. Regular maintenance and adherence to best practices will further
enhance the reliability of your Plex server, allowing you to enjoy your media collection
without worry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Plex Backup Watch History?

Plex Backup Watch History refers to the process of creating a backup of the watch history
data in Plex Media Server, allowing users to restore their viewing history in case of data
loss or server migration.

How can I back up my Plex watch history?

You can back up your Plex watch history by exporting the database files from your Plex
Media Server, specifically the ‘com.plexapp.plugins.library.db' file, which contains your
watch history along with library metadata.

Is there a way to automate Plex watch history backups?

Yes, you can automate Plex watch history backups by creating a scheduled task or using
scripts that periodically copy the necessary database files to a secure location.

What happens to my watch history if I reinstall Plex?

If you reinstall Plex without backing up your data, your watch history will be lost. It's
crucial to back up your database before uninstalling or reinstalling Plex.

Can I restore my Plex watch history from a backup?

Yes, you can restore your Plex watch history by replacing the current database file with
your backed-up version. Make sure to stop the Plex Media Server before doing this to
avoid data corruption.

Does Plex offer a built-in feature for backing up watch



history?

No, Plex does not currently have a built-in feature specifically for backing up watch
history. Users must manually back up the database files to preserve their watch history.

Are there third-party tools for managing Plex watch
history backups?

Yes, there are third-party tools and scripts available within the Plex community that can
help automate the backup process for Plex watch history and other data.
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