please kill me the oral history of
punk

Please Kill Me: The Oral History of Punk is a groundbreaking book that
chronicles the vibrant and chaotic world of punk music in the 1970s and
1980s. Written by legs McNeil and Gillian McCain, this oral history captures
the voices of some of the most influential figures in the punk scene,
providing an intimate glimpse into the lives of the artists, musicians, and
fans who shaped a cultural revolution. Through a collection of interviews,
anecdotes, and personal reflections, "Please Kill Me" serves as both a
historical document and a celebration of a movement that challenged societal
norms and redefined music.

The Birth of Punk: A Cultural Context

The punk movement emerged as a reaction against the prevailing music trends
of the 1970s, particularly the polished sounds of disco and the excesses of
arena rock. It was a time marked by social unrest, economic hardship, and a
growing disillusionment with authority. Punk not only provided a voice for
youth rebellion but also fostered a DIY ethic that encouraged aspiring
musicians to create and perform without the need for major record labels.

The Roots of Punk Music

Punk music has its roots in various musical genres, including garage rock,
protopunk, and even the avant-garde. Some of the key influences include:

1. The Velvet Underground: Their raw sound and provocative lyrics paved the
way for future punk bands.

2. Iggy Pop and The Stooges: Known for their wild performances, Iggy Pop
embodied the rebellious spirit of punk.

3. The Ramones: Often credited with defining the punk sound, their fast,
simple songs became anthems of the movement.

Key Figures in "Please Kill Me"

"Please Kill Me" features a plethora of voices from the punk scene, each
contributing to the narrative with their unique experiences and perspectives.
Some of the most notable figures include:

- Iggy Pop: Often referred to as the "Godfather of Punk," Iggy's wild
performances and lyrical content significantly influenced the genre.



- Patti Smith: A poet and musician, Patti's fusion of rock and spoken word
helped redefine the role of women in punk.

- Johnny Rotten (John Lydon): As the frontman of the Sex Pistols, Rotten's
unapologetic attitude and provocative lyrics captured the angst of a
generation.

- Debbie Harry: The Blondie frontwoman represented the intersection of punk
and New Wave, bringing a broader appeal to the punk aesthetic.

- Lou Reed: With his solo work and time in The Velvet Underground, Reed's
music continued to inspire punk musicians long after the genre's inception.

The Unique Storytelling Format

One of the most distinctive aspects of "Please Kill Me" is its oral history
format. The book is structured as a series of quotes and anecdotes from
various individuals involved in the punk scene. This format allows readers to
experience the raw energy and emotion of the time, creating a vivid picture
of the punk ethos. The voices of those interviewed reveal:

- The chaotic atmosphere of punk shows: From raucous mosh pits to the
intimate settings of underground clubs, the energy of live performances is
palpable.

- The sense of community: Despite the often anarchic nature of punk, there
was a strong sense of camaraderie among fans and musicians.

- The struggles of the artists: Many of the individuals featured in "Please
Kill Me" discuss their battles with addiction, poverty, and the music
industry's challenges.

Significance of "Please Kill Me" in Punk
History

"Please Kill Me" is not just a book about music; it is a testament to a
cultural movement that went beyond sound and style. Its significance lies in
several key areas:

Preservation of Punk History

The oral history format captures the essence of punk in a way that
traditional narratives often overlook. By prioritizing personal stories and
experiences, the book preserves the voices of those who lived through the
era. This preservation is crucial for understanding the impact of punk on
music and culture.



Influence on Subsequent Genres

Punk's influence extends far beyond its initial emergence in the 1970s. The
raw energy and DIY ethos of punk can be seen in various genres, including:

- Grunge: Bands like Nirvana and Pearl Jam adopted punk's anti-establishment

attitude and stripped-down sound.

- Pop Punk: Groups like Green Day and Blink-182 drew from punk's energy while
incorporating catchy melodies.

- Post-Punk: Artists such as Joy Division and The Cure explored darker themes
while maintaining punk's adventurous spirit.

How "Please Kill Me" Resonates Today

The impact of "Please Kill Me" continues to resonate with new generations of
music fans and musicians. It serves as a reminder of the power of art to
challenge norms and express dissent. Several aspects contribute to its
ongoing relevance:

Inspiration for New Artists

Many contemporary musicians cite punk as a significant influence on their
work. The stories in "Please Kill Me" offer a blueprint for aspiring artists
seeking to forge their paths in the music industry. The book encourages
creativity and authenticity, reminding readers that success is not solely
defined by commercial viability.

Educational Resource

"Please Kill Me" is frequently used in academic settings to teach students
about the cultural and historical significance of punk. It provides a
firsthand account of a transformative period in music history, making it an
invaluable resource for anyone interested in the genre's evolution.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Punk and "Please Kill
Me™

In conclusion, Please Kill Me: The Oral History of Punk stands as a vital
document of a cultural movement that changed the landscape of music and
society. Through the voices of those who experienced it firsthand, the book
captures the spirit of rebellion, creativity, and community that defines



punk. As we continue to explore the impact of punk on modern music and
culture, "Please Kill Me" remains an essential read for anyone seeking to
understand the roots of this influential genre. Whether you're a dedicated
punk fan or a curious newcomer, the stories within its pages offer a
compelling glimpse into a world that continues to inspire and provoke.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Please Kill Me: The Oral History of Punk'
about?

'Please Kill Me' is a comprehensive oral history that chronicles the punk
rock movement from its inception in the 1970s, featuring firsthand accounts
from key figures in the scene, including musicians, producers, and fans.

Who are the authors of 'Please Kill Me'?

The book is co-authored by Legs McNeil and Gillian McCain, who compile
interviews and narratives from various influential personalities in the punk
rock scene.

What makes 'Please Kill Me' different from other
music biographies?

Unlike traditional biographies, 'Please Kill Me' utilizes an oral history
format, allowing the voices of many contributors to shine through, providing
a raw and diverse perspective on the punk movement.

Which notable punk figures are featured in 'Please
Kill Me'?

The book includes contributions from iconic figures such as Iggy Pop, Patti
Smith, Johnny Ramone, and Debbie Harry, among many others.

How has 'Please Kill Me' influenced contemporary
punk culture?

'Please Kill Me' has become a seminal text for punk culture, offering
insights into the ethos of punk and inspiring new generations of musicians
and fans to explore the genre's history.

What themes are explored in 'Please Kill Me'?

The book delves into themes of rebellion, creativity, addiction, and the
socio-political context of the 1970s, illustrating how these elements shaped
the punk movement.



What impact did 'Please Kill Me' have upon its
release?

'Please Kill Me' was critically acclaimed upon its release in 1996, becoming
a defining work for both punk music history and the genre of oral histories,
praised for its authenticity and vivid storytelling.

Is 'Please Kill Me' still relevant to today's music
scene?

Yes, 'Please Kill Me' remains relevant as it continues to resonate with
current artists and fans, highlighting the enduring legacy of punk and its
influence on contemporary music genres.
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