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The principle of conservation of energy is a fundamental concept in physical science that states that
energy cannot be created or destroyed, only transformed from one form to another. This principle is
essential for understanding a wide range of physical phenomena and is a critical topic in educational
curricula. In this article, we will explore the concept of energy conservation, present a sample

worksheet on this topic, and provide an answer key to help students grasp these important concepts.

Understanding the Conservation of Energy

The conservation of energy is a cornerstone of physics that explains how energy interacts within
closed systems. Energy can exist in various forms, including:

1. Kinetic Energy: The energy of a moving object, dependent on its mass and velocity.

2. Potential Energy: The stored energy of an object due to its position or configuration, such as
gravitational potential energy.

3. Thermal Energy: The energy related to the temperature of an object, arising from the kinetic
energy of its particles.

4. Chemical Energy: The energy stored in the bonds of chemical compounds, which can be released
during a chemical reaction.

5. Mechanical Energy: The sum of kinetic and potential energy in an object.

According to the law of conservation of energy, the total energy in an isolated system remains

constant. This means that while energy can change forms, the total amount of energy will always be
the same.

Mathematical Representation

The mathematical expression of the conservation of energy can be represented as:
\[ E_{\text{initial}} = E {\text{final}} \]

Where:
-\( E_{\text{initial}} \) is the total energy at the start of an event or process.
-\( E_{\text{final}}\) is the total energy at the end of that event or process.

In practical applications, this equation can be expanded to account for different types of energy. For
example, in a falling object, the gravitational potential energy converts to kinetic energy as the
object descends.



Sample Physical Science Worksheet

To reinforce the concept of energy conservation, educators often use worksheets. Below is a sample
worksheet titled "Conservation of Energy 2." Teachers can distribute this worksheet to students for
practice.

Conservation of Energy 2 Worksheet

1. Question 1: A roller coaster car of mass 500 kg is at the top of a hill that is 50 meters high.
Calculate the gravitational potential energy (PE) of the car at the top of the hill. (Use \( g = 9.81,
\text{m/s}"~2))

2. Question 2: If the roller coaster car descends the hill and reaches a speed of 20 m/s at the bottom,
calculate its kinetic energy (KE) at that point.

3. Question 3: Explain how the potential energy at the top of the hill is related to the kinetic energy
at the bottom of the hill.

4. Question 4: A pendulum swings from its highest point (maximum potential energy) to its lowest
point (maximum kinetic energy). Describe the energy transformation that occurs as the pendulum
swings.

5. Question 5: In a closed system, if 200 ] of energy is transformed into work, how much energy
remains in the system?

Answer Key for the Worksheet

Now, let's provide the answer key for each question in the worksheet.

Answers

1. Answer 1:

- To find the gravitational potential energy (PE), use the formula:
\[ PE = m \cdot g \cdot h \]

Where:

-\(m = 500\, \text{kg} \)

-\(g =9.81\, \text{m/s}"~2)

-\(h =50\, \text{m}\)

Calculation:

\[

PE =500\, \text{kg} \cdot 9.81 \, \text{m/s} "2 \cdot 50\, \text{m} = 245250\, \text{J}
\]

2. Answer 2:
- To calculate the kinetic energy (KE), use the formula:



\[ KE = \frac{1}{2} m v"~2\]
Where:

-\(m =500\, \text{kg} \)
-\(v =20\ \text{m/s} \)

Calculation:

\[

KE = \frac{1}{2} \cdot 500\, \text{kg} \cdot (20 \, \text{m/s})"~2 = \frac{1}{2} \cdot 500 \cdot 400
= 100000\, \text{J}

\]

3. Answer 3:

- At the top of the hill, the roller coaster car has maximum potential energy, which is converted into
kinetic energy as it descends. According to the conservation of energy, the potential energy at the
top (245250 J) is transformed into kinetic energy at the bottom (100000 J) and any energy lost due to
friction or air resistance.

4. Answer 4:

- As the pendulum swings from its highest point, it has maximum potential energy due to its elevated
position. As it descends, this potential energy is converted into kinetic energy until it reaches its
lowest point, where it has maximum kinetic energy. The total energy in the system remains constant,
demonstrating energy transformation.

5. Answer 5:

- In a closed system, if 200 J of energy is transformed into work, and assuming no other energy
losses, the remaining energy in the system is:

\[ E {\text{remaining}} = E {\text{initial}} - 200\, \text{J} \]

Since no initial energy is provided, we cannot calculate the remaining energy without that
information. However, we understand that energy is conserved; thus, the system's total energy
decreases by the amount of work done.

Conclusion

Understanding the conservation of energy is not only critical for students studying physical science,
but it also has practical applications in everyday life. From energy-efficient technologies to
understanding natural processes, energy conservation plays a vital role in the world around us.
Worksheets such as the one presented in this article serve as effective tools to reinforce these
concepts and provide students with the necessary practice to master the topic. Through continuous
exploration and application of the conservation of energy, students can develop a deeper
appreciation for the physical laws that govern our universe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the principle of conservation of energy as it relates to



physical science worksheets?

The principle of conservation of energy states that energy cannot be created or destroyed, only
transformed from one form to another. This principle is often applied in physical science worksheets
to solve problems involving energy transformations.

How can students practice the concept of conservation of
energy using worksheets?

Students can practice the concept of conservation of energy using worksheets that include problems
on kinetic and potential energy, energy transformations in systems, and real-world applications like
roller coasters or pendulums.

What types of problems might be included in a worksheet
focused on conservation of energy?

A worksheet on conservation of energy might include problems requiring calculations of potential
and kinetic energy, scenarios involving friction and energy loss, and questions about energy
efficiency in different systems.

What is an answer key and why is it important for physical
science worksheets?

An answer key is a guide that provides the correct answers to questions on a worksheet. It is
important because it allows students to check their work, understand their mistakes, and learn the
correct application of concepts like conservation of energy.

How does understanding the conservation of energy help in
real-world applications?

Understanding conservation of energy helps in real-world applications such as designing energy-
efficient machines, optimizing resource usage, and analyzing the sustainability of various energy
sources.

What resources can be used to find answer keys for
conservation of energy worksheets?

Resources for finding answer keys include educational websites, textbooks, teacher resources, and
online platforms that offer physical science worksheets and solutions.
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