
phi beta sigma history

Phi Beta Sigma is a historically significant fraternity that has made a profound impact within the African

American community and beyond since its inception. Founded on January 9, 1914, at Howard

University in Washington, D.C., Phi Beta Sigma was created to foster brotherhood, scholarship, and

service among its members. This article explores the rich history of Phi Beta Sigma, its principles,

notable achievements, and the impact it has had on society over the years.

Founding and Early Years

Origins

The origins of Phi Beta Sigma can be traced back to a group of African American male students who

were determined to create an organization that would promote unity, service, and academic

excellence. The founders of the fraternity, A. Langston Taylor, Leonard F. Morse, and Charles I.

Brown, were inspired by the principles of service and brotherhood that were prevalent in other Greek-

letter organizations, but they sought to establish a fraternity that specifically addressed the needs and

challenges faced by African Americans in higher education.

Establishment

On January 9, 1914, Phi Beta Sigma was officially established at Howard University. The fraternity's

motto, "Culture For Service and Service For Humanity," encapsulates its commitment to uplift the

community through service and scholarship. The founders envisioned a fraternity that would not only

foster brotherhood among its members but also engage in social activism and community service.



Core Values and Principles

Phi Beta Sigma is built upon three core principles that guide its mission and activities:

1. Brotherhood: The fraternity emphasizes the importance of creating strong bonds among its

members, fostering a sense of unity and support. The brotherhood extends beyond the individual

chapters, creating a network of Sigma brothers dedicated to uplifting one another.

2. Scholarship: Academic excellence is a cornerstone of the fraternity's mission. Phi Beta Sigma

encourages its members to pursue higher education and achieve their academic goals. The fraternity

also provides scholarships and resources to assist students in their educational endeavors.

3. Service: Phi Beta Sigma is deeply committed to community service and social justice. The fraternity

engages in various service projects and initiatives aimed at addressing societal issues and improving

the lives of individuals within the community.

Expansion and Growth

National Expansion

In the years following its founding, Phi Beta Sigma expanded its reach beyond Howard University. The

fraternity established its first chapter, the Alpha Chapter, as a model for future chapters. By 1916, the

fraternity had grown to include additional chapters at several universities, including:

- University of Pennsylvania

- Virginia Union University

- West Virginia State University



The rapid growth of Phi Beta Sigma can be attributed to its commitment to its core values and its

ability to resonate with African American students seeking brotherhood and support during a time of

significant social challenges.

International Expansion

Phi Beta Sigma's influence reached beyond the borders of the United States in the 20th century. The

fraternity established its first international chapter in the Bahamas in 1964. Over the years, Phi Beta

Sigma has continued to expand internationally, with chapters in various countries, including:

- Canada

- Liberia

- South Korea

- The United Kingdom

This international presence highlights the fraternity's commitment to promoting brotherhood and service

on a global scale.

Notable Achievements and Contributions

Throughout its history, Phi Beta Sigma has made significant contributions to society, particularly in the

areas of education, civil rights, and community service. Some of the notable achievements include:

- Civil Rights Advocacy: Phi Beta Sigma has been an active participant in the civil rights movement.

Many members, including prominent figures such as civil rights leader and U.S. Congressman John

Lewis, have used their platform to advocate for social justice and equality.

- Educational Programs: The fraternity has developed numerous educational initiatives aimed at

promoting academic excellence among African American youth. Programs such as the Sigma Beta



Club provide mentorship and leadership training for young men.

- Community Service Projects: Phi Beta Sigma chapters engage in various community service projects,

including voter registration drives, health fairs, and youth mentorship programs, demonstrating their

commitment to making a positive impact in their communities.

Phi Beta Sigma Today

Current Initiatives

As Phi Beta Sigma moves into the 21st century, it continues to evolve and adapt to the changing

needs of society while maintaining its core values. Current initiatives include:

- Health Awareness Campaigns: The fraternity is dedicated to addressing health disparities in the

African American community. Programs focusing on diabetes awareness, mental health, and wellness

are integral to Phi Beta Sigma's mission.

- Education and Scholarship: Phi Beta Sigma remains committed to supporting education through

scholarships and mentorship programs. The fraternity collaborates with various organizations to

provide financial assistance to deserving students.

- Social Justice Efforts: In light of ongoing social injustices, Phi Beta Sigma is actively involved in

advocacy efforts aimed at promoting equity and justice for marginalized communities. The fraternity

encourages its members to engage in activism and community organizing.

Membership



Membership in Phi Beta Sigma is open to men of all races who meet the fraternity's standards of

academic and ethical conduct. The fraternity emphasizes the importance of diversity and inclusivity,

welcoming individuals from various backgrounds. Members are encouraged to uphold the values of

brotherhood, scholarship, and service throughout their lives.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Phi Beta Sigma stands as a testament to the enduring power of brotherhood and

service. From its humble beginnings at Howard University to its status as a prominent international

organization, the fraternity has played a significant role in advocating for social justice, academic

excellence, and community service. As it continues to grow and adapt to the challenges of the modern

world, Phi Beta Sigma remains committed to its core values and the mission of uplifting individuals and

communities through service and scholarship. The legacy of its founders and the contributions of its

members will undoubtedly resonate for generations to come, reminding us all of the importance of

unity, education, and service to humanity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. founded?

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. was founded on January 9, 1914.

Who were the founders of Phi Beta Sigma?

The founders of Phi Beta Sigma are A. Langston Taylor, Charles I. Brown, and Leonard F. Morse.

What is the significance of the colors of Phi Beta Sigma?

The colors of Phi Beta Sigma are royal blue and pure white, representing the fraternity's commitment

to scholarship, service, and brotherhood.



What is the motto of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.?

The motto of Phi Beta Sigma is 'Culture for Service and Service for Humanity.'

How does Phi Beta Sigma contribute to the community?

Phi Beta Sigma engages in numerous community service initiatives, educational programs, and social

action projects aimed at improving the lives of individuals and families in various communities.
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