petey wheatstraw the devils son in law

Petey Wheatstraw the Devil's Son-in-Law is a cult classic film that has garnered a unique
following since its release in 1977. Directed by the legendary Melvin Van Peebles, the movie is a
blend of comedy, horror, and musical elements, showcasing the distinct storytelling style that Van
Peebles is known for. In this article, we will delve deep into the plot, characters, cultural
significance, and the legacy of "Petey Wheatstraw," exploring why it remains an essential part of
black cinema and a notable piece of pop culture history.

Understanding the Plot of Petey Wheatstraw

At its core, "Petey Wheatstraw the Devil's Son-in-Law" follows the story of Petey Wheatstraw, played
by the charismatic Rudy Ray Moore. Petey is an aspiring comedian who possesses an exceptional
talent for entertaining. However, his life takes a significant turn when he makes a deal with the
Devil, portrayed by the iconic David McCallum.

The Premise

The film opens with Petey Wheatstraw as a down-and-out comedian struggling to make a name for
himself. After a series of misfortunes, he finds himself in a precarious situation where he encounters
the Devil. The Devil offers him a chance at fame and success in exchange for his soul.

- Key Elements of the Plot:

- A struggling comedian seeking fame

- A deal with the Devil that leads to unforeseen consequences
- The battle against the forces of evil to reclaim his life

The Journey

As Petey rises to fame, he quickly realizes that the price of his deal with the Devil is more than he
bargained for. He must navigate through a series of comedic yet dangerous encounters, all while
trying to save his soul and win the love of his life, played by the beautiful Lady Reed. The film's plot
twists and turns keep the audience engaged, blending humor with supernatural elements.

Characters that Bring the Story to Life

"Petey Wheatstraw" is notable for its vibrant cast of characters, each contributing to the film's
unique charm.



Main Characters

1. Petey Wheatstraw (Rudy Ray Moore): The protagonist, known for his quick wit and comedic
talent. His journey from obscurity to fame is both entertaining and cautionary.

2. The Devil (David McCallum): The antagonist of the film, he embodies temptation and deceit,
challenging Petey at every turn.

3. Lady Reed: Petey's love interest, who adds a romantic subplot to the otherwise comedic narrative.

4. Petey's Friends: A supporting cast that includes various quirky characters who provide comic
relief and help Petey navigate his challenges.

Cultural Significance of Petey Wheatstraw

"Petey Wheatstraw the Devil's Son-in-Law" holds a significant place in the landscape of black
cinema. It represents a unique blend of comedy and horror that was relatively unexplored at the
time of its release.

Impact on Black Cinema

- Representation: The film features an all-black cast and showcases African American culture,
humor, and struggles in a way that was not commonly represented in mainstream films during the
1970s.

- Challenging Stereotypes: Rudy Ray Moore's character defies typical portrayals of black men in film,
offering a humorous yet complex figure who confronts the challenges of life with resilience and wit.

- Influence on Future Filmmakers: The film has inspired subsequent generations of black filmmakers
and comedians, paving the way for a more diverse array of stories in Hollywood.

The Legacy of Petey Wheatstraw

Despite its initial reception, "Petey Wheatstraw" has secured its place in film history as a cult
classic. Its blend of humor, horror, and musical numbers has earned it a dedicated fan base.

Memorable Quotes and Music

- The film is known for its catchy musical numbers, which contribute to its comedic tone. Many fans
still recall memorable lines and songs from the film, highlighting its influence on the genre.

- Cultural References: "Petey Wheatstraw" has been referenced in various other works, showcasing



its lasting impact on pop culture.

Modern Relevance

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in classic black cinema, with films like
"Petey Wheatstraw" being revisited for their unique storytelling and cultural significance. Streaming
platforms have made it easier for new audiences to discover and appreciate these films, ensuring
that the legacy of Petey Wheatstraw continues to thrive.

Conclusion

"Petey Wheatstraw the Devil's Son-in-Law" stands as a testament to the creativity and resilience of
black filmmakers during a time when their voices were often marginalized. The film's blend of
comedy, horror, and musical elements creates a unique viewing experience that resonates with
audiences even today. By exploring themes of ambition, temptation, and love, Petey Wheatstraw's
journey captures the essence of the human experience in a way that is both entertaining and
thought-provoking.

As we celebrate the legacy of "Petey Wheatstraw," it is essential to recognize its impact on black
cinema and the broader film industry. The film not only entertains but also provides valuable
insights into the cultural landscape of its time. Whether you're a long-time fan or discovering it for
the first time, "Petey Wheatstraw the Devil's Son-in-Law" remains a must-watch for anyone
interested in the evolution of black cinema and comedic storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'Petey Wheatstraw: The Devil's Son-in-
Law'?

The film follows Petey Wheatstraw, a stand-up comedian who makes a deal with the Devil to return
from the dead and seek revenge on those who wronged him. The story combines elements of horror,
comedy, and blaxploitation.

Who stars as Petey Wheatstraw in the film?

The character of Petey Wheatstraw is played by the legendary comedian Rudy Ray Moore, known for
his influential work in comedy and film, particularly in the blaxploitation genre.

What themes are explored in 'Petey Wheatstraw: The Devil's
Son-in-Law'?

The film explores themes of revenge, the struggle for success, and the consequences of making deals
with dark forces, all while incorporating humor and social commentary relevant to its time.



How has 'Petey Wheatstraw: The Devil's Son-in-Law'
influenced modern culture?

The film has gained a cult following and has influenced modern comedy and horror films by blending
genres and showcasing the unique style of Rudy Ray Moore, inspiring a new generation of
filmmakers and comedians.

What is the significance of the title 'The Devil's Son-in-Law'?

The title suggests a humorous twist on the classic trope of making a deal with the Devil, indicating
that Petey has a complex relationship with evil forces, as he navigates his desires for revenge and
success.

Are there any notable musical elements in the film?

Yes, the film features a soundtrack that blends funk, soul, and comedy, reflecting the era's musical
landscape and enhancing the comedic and dramatic moments throughout Petey's journey.
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