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"Peter and the Wolf," composed by Sergei Prokofiev in 1936, is a symphonic fairy tale that
combines music and narrative to introduce children to the instruments of the orchestra.
This study guide aims to explore the key elements of the story, its characters, musical
themes, and educational significance. Whether you are a teacher preparing a lesson plan,
a parent sharing this tale with your child, or a student looking to deepen your
understanding, this guide will provide a comprehensive overview.

Overview of "Peter and the Wolf"

"Peter and the Wolf" is a musical composition that tells the story of a young boy named
Peter who lives with his grandfather in a small house by a meadow. The narrative unfolds
as Peter encounters various animals and a wolf, ultimately teaching lessons about bravery
and friendship. Each character in the story is represented by a specific instrument,
creating a unique auditory experience that complements the narrative.

Background and Historical Context

"Peter and the Wolf" was commissioned by the Moscow Children's Musical Theatre, with
Prokofiev aiming to create an entertaining piece that would also serve an educational
purpose. The premiere took place in 1936, and since then, it has become a beloved classic
in both concert halls and educational settings.

Characters and Their Musical Themes

Each character in "Peter and the Wolf" is associated with a specific instrument and
musical theme, allowing listeners to identify them by sound as the story progresses.

1. Peter
- Instrument: Strings (Violins, Violas)
- Theme: The theme representing Peter is light, cheerful, and adventurous. It often
accompanies his actions and represents his bravery.

2. The Wolf
- Instrument: French Horn
- Theme: The wolf's theme is more menacing and foreboding, characterized by a heavy,



growling sound that conveys danger and unpredictability.

3. The Grandfather
- Instrument: Bassoon
- Theme: The grandfather's theme is deep and grumpy, reflecting his protective nature
and concern for Peter's safety.

4. The Bird
- Instrument: Flute
- Theme: The bird’s theme is light and playful, representing freedom and the beauty of
nature.

5. The Duck
- Instrument: Oboe
- Theme: The duck's theme is slightly comical and clumsy, reflecting her character and
interactions with Peter and the wolf.

6. The Cat
- Instrument: Clarinet
- Theme: The cat's theme is sly and stealthy, showcasing her clever and somewhat
mischievous nature.

7. The Hunters
- Instrument: Timpani and other percussion instruments
- Theme: The hunters' theme is bold and rhythmic, depicting their determination and
collective strength.

Plot Summary

The story of "Peter and the Wolf" is straightforward yet engaging, making it accessible to
audiences of all ages. Here’s a brief summary of the plot:

1. Setting the Scene: The story begins with Peter living in a house with his grandfather,
who warns him about the dangers of the outside world, particularly the wolf.

2. Peter’s Adventures: Despite his grandfather's warnings, Peter ventures outside to play
in the meadow. He befriends a bird, a duck, and a cat.

3. The Wolf Appears: The wolf enters the scene, creating tension and fear. The duck is



caught by the wolf, leading to a dramatic moment in the story.

4. Peter’s Bravery: Showing immense courage, Peter devises a plan to capture the wolf.
He uses his wit and the help of his friends—the bird and the cat.

5. The Capture: After a tense encounter, Peter successfully captures the wolf using a rope,
demonstrating bravery and intelligence.

6. Resolution: The story concludes with the hunters arriving to celebrate Peter’s bravery,
and they take the wolf to the zoo, promoting a moral about courage and teamwork.

Thematic Elements

"Peter and the Wolf" is rich with themes that resonate with young audiences and provide
valuable lessons.

1. Bravery and Courage
The central theme of bravery is exemplified through Peter's actions. Despite the danger
posed by the wolf, Peter's quick thinking and fearlessness lead to a resolution that
underscores the importance of courage.

2. Friendship and Teamwork
The collaboration between Peter and the animals—particularly the bird and the
cat—emphasizes the significance of teamwork in overcoming obstacles. Their friendship is
key to the successful capture of the wolf.

3. The Contrast of Good and Evil
The narrative portrays a clear distinction between good (Peter and his friends) and evil
(the wolf). This dichotomy helps children understand moral values in a simplistic yet
profound manner.

Educational Significance

"Peter and the Wolf" serves as an excellent educational tool for various reasons:

1. Introduction to Classical Music
The work introduces young listeners to the world of classical music and orchestration. By
associating each character with a specific instrument, children can learn to identify
sounds and recognize the roles different instruments play in an orchestra.



2. Storytelling through Music
The piece is a prime example of storytelling through music. It encourages children to
engage their imaginations, understanding that music can convey emotions and narratives
without words.

3. Moral and Ethical Lessons
The story provides valuable lessons about courage, friendship, and the importance of
standing up against wrongdoers. It serves as a discussion point for educators and parents
to explore these themes with children.

Listening Guide

For those planning to listen to "Peter and the Wolf," here are some tips to enhance the
experience:

1. Familiarize with the Instruments: Before listening, take time to learn about the
instruments used in the performance. Understanding the sound of each instrument will
deepen appreciation of the characters they represent.

2. Follow Along with the Story: If available, use a book or video that narrates the story
alongside the music. This will help in connecting the narrative elements with the musical
themes.

3. Discuss After Listening: Engage in a discussion about the story and its themes after
listening. Ask questions such as:
- What did you learn from Peter’s actions?
- How did the music make you feel during different parts of the story?
- What character did you relate to the most and why?

Conclusion

"Peter and the Wolf" is much more than a simple children's story; it is an intricate blend of
music and narrative that imparts essential life lessons. Through its memorable characters,
captivating themes, and educational value, it continues to enchant audiences while
fostering an appreciation for classical music. This study guide serves as a resource to
enhance the understanding and enjoyment of Prokofiev's timeless masterpiece, ensuring
that its legacy endures for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Peter and the Wolf'?
The main theme of 'Peter and the Wolf' is the triumph of bravery and cleverness over fear
and danger, as well as the importance of friendship and teamwork.

How does the music in 'Peter and the Wolf' contribute
to character development?
Each character in 'Peter and the Wolf' is represented by a specific musical instrument,
which helps to convey their personality traits and emotions, enhancing the storytelling
experience.

What educational purpose does 'Peter and the Wolf'
serve for children?
The story is often used to introduce children to classical music, teaching them about
different instruments and the elements of a musical narrative, while also imparting moral
lessons.

Who composed 'Peter and the Wolf' and when was it
first performed?
Peter and the Wolf was composed by Sergei Prokofiev in 1936 and was first performed in
Moscow.

What are some common adaptations of 'Peter and the
Wolf' in modern media?
Common adaptations include animated films, stage performances, and educational
programs that reinterpret the story for new audiences while maintaining its core themes
and music.
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