
persuasive writing for 2nd graders

Persuasive writing is a fun and exciting way for 2nd graders to express their opinions and convince others. In
this article, we will explore what persuasive writing is, why it is important, and how young writers can
master the art of persuasion. We will also include tips, examples, and activities that will help you practice
your persuasive writing skills. So, let’s dive into the world of persuasive writing!

What is Persuasive Writing?

Persuasive writing is a type of writing where the author tries to convince the reader to agree with their opinion
or to take a specific action. This type of writing is all around us! Whether it's in advertisements, letters, or
even your friends asking you to play a game, persuasive writing is used to influence others.

Understanding the Purpose

The main purpose of persuasive writing is to:

1. Express Opinions: Share your thoughts about a topic.
2. Convince Others: Make the reader believe in your point of view.
3. Encourage Action: Motivate the reader to do something, like trying a new food or helping a friend.

Why is Persuasive Writing Important?

Persuasive writing is important for several reasons:

- Communication Skills: It helps you express your ideas clearly and effectively.
- Critical Thinking: You learn to think about different viewpoints and how to support your opinions with
reasons.
- Confidence: Writing persuasively gives you the confidence to share your thoughts with others.

The Structure of Persuasive Writing

To write a persuasive piece effectively, it’s helpful to follow a simple structure. Here is a basic outline you
can use:

1. Introduction: State your opinion clearly.
2. Reasons: Provide reasons that support your opinion.
3. Examples: Use examples to make your reasons stronger.
4. Counterargument: Acknowledge the other side and explain why your opinion is still valid.
5. Conclusion: Summarize your points and restate your opinion.

Breaking Down the Structure

Let’s break down each part of the structure:

1. Introduction: Start with a strong statement that grabs the reader's attention. For example, "I believe that



school should start later in the morning!"

2. Reasons: List at least two or three reasons why you believe this. For instance:
- Students would be more alert and ready to learn.
- They would have more time to eat a healthy breakfast.
- It could improve students' moods.

3. Examples: Support your reasons with examples. You might say, "When students are well-rested, they can
focus better in class."

4. Counterargument: Acknowledge what others might say. For example, "Some people think starting school
earlier gives us more time for after-school activities, but I believe that being well-rested is more important for
learning."

5. Conclusion: Wrap it all up by restating your opinion and encouraging action, such as, "That’s why I think
we should start school later. Let’s talk to our teachers about it!"

Tips for Writing Persuasively

Here are some helpful tips to make your persuasive writing even better:

- Know Your Audience: Think about who will be reading your writing. What do they care about? Tailor your
message to resonate with them.

- Use Strong Words: Choose words that are powerful and persuasive. Words like "must," "should," and
"important" can make your opinion sound stronger.

- Be Clear and Concise: Make sure your writing is easy to understand. Avoid long sentences and complicated
words.

- Practice Empathy: Try to see things from the reader's perspective. What might they think? Address their
concerns in your writing.

- Edit Your Work: After writing your first draft, read it again. Look for places where you can improve clarity
or strengthen your arguments.

Activities to Practice Persuasive Writing

Practicing persuasive writing can be fun! Here are some activities you can try:

1. Write a Letter

Choose someone to write a persuasive letter to. It could be a parent, teacher, or friend. Here are some ideas for
topics:
- Why you should get a pet.
- Why your family should eat dinner together every night.
- Why your school should have more recess time.

2. Create a Poster



Design a poster that promotes your opinion on a specific topic. Use colorful drawings and bold letters to
catch attention. For example:
- “Save the Earth!” with reasons to recycle.
- “Read More Books!” with benefits of reading.

3. Role Play

Have a debate with your classmates or family members. Choose a topic and take turns presenting your
arguments. This can help you practice thinking on your feet and countering arguments.

4. Persuasive Speech

Prepare a short speech about something you are passionate about, like your favorite animal or a new rule for
the playground. Practice delivering your speech with enthusiasm!

Examples of Persuasive Writing

Let’s look at a few examples of persuasive writing to spark your creativity.

Example 1: Should School Lunches Be Healthier?

Introduction: I think our school lunches should be healthier!

Reasons:
- Healthy lunches help us learn better.
- They give us more energy for recess.
- Eating healthy foods can help us grow strong.

Examples: A study showed that kids who eat fruits and vegetables do better in school!

Counterargument: Some might say that kids prefer junk food, but if we make healthy food fun and tasty,
everyone will want to eat it!

Conclusion: That’s why I believe our school should serve healthier lunches. Let’s ask our cafeteria staff to
include more fruits and vegetables!

Example 2: Why We Should Have More Recess

Introduction: I believe we should have more recess time at school!

Reasons:
- More recess helps us stay active and healthy.
- It gives us a chance to relax and recharge.
- It allows us to socialize and make friends.

Examples: Studies show that kids who play outside are happier and more focused in class.

Counterargument: Some people might say we need more time for lessons, but I think if we have more breaks, we



will learn better overall.

Conclusion: That’s why I think we should have more recess time. Let’s talk to our teachers about it!

Conclusion

Now that you know what persuasive writing is and how to do it, it’s time to put your skills into practice!
Remember that persuasive writing is all about sharing your opinion and convincing others to see things your
way. With practice, you’ll become a great persuasive writer. So grab your pencil and paper, think about what
you want to say, and start writing! Happy writing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is persuasive writing?

Persuasive writing is when you try to convince someone to agree with your opinion or to do something. You use
reasons and examples to support your ideas.

Why is it important to persuade others?

It's important because it helps you express your thoughts and feelings and can change someone's mind about
something important to you.

What are some good persuasive writing topics for kids?

Good topics include 'Why recess should be longer' or 'Why we should have a class pet.' These are fun and
relatable for 2nd graders.

What should I include in my persuasive writing?

You should include a clear opinion, at least three reasons to support your idea, and examples to make your
reasons stronger.

How can I make my persuasive writing stronger?

You can make it stronger by using strong words, including facts, and thinking about what the reader might say
against your idea and answering that.

What is a good way to start my persuasive piece?

A good way to start is with a question or a strong statement that grabs the reader's attention, like 'Did
you know that more recess makes kids happier?'

How do I conclude my persuasive writing?

You should restate your main idea and give a strong closing statement that makes the reader think about your
opinion or take action.



Can I use pictures in my persuasive writing?

Yes! Pictures can help support your ideas and make your writing more interesting and easier to understand.

How do I know if my persuasive writing is good?

You can ask a friend or teacher to read it and see if they understand your opinion and if they feel convinced by
your reasons.
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