
pearl harbor study guide queastions
Pearl Harbor study guide questions can serve as a valuable resource for anyone looking to deepen
their understanding of one of the most pivotal moments in American history. The attack on Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941, marked the United States' entry into World War II and significantly
altered the course of the conflict. This article will provide a comprehensive study guide that
encompasses key events, figures, consequences, and themes related to Pearl Harbor. By exploring
these aspects through guided questions, students and history enthusiasts can better grasp the
complexities surrounding this historical event.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context leading up to the attack on Pearl Harbor is essential for
grasping its significance.

Key Questions
1. What were the primary causes of rising tensions between the United States and Japan in the years
leading up to 1941?
2. How did the U.S. economic policies, particularly regarding trade and resources, impact Japan's
military ambitions?
3. What role did the Treaty of Versailles and subsequent global events play in shaping Japan's
foreign policy?

Background Information
- The Treaty of Versailles ended World War I but left many nations, including Japan, dissatisfied.
- The Great Depression of the 1930s had severe global impacts, leading to aggressive expansionist
policies by Japan as it sought to secure resources.
- The United States imposed economic sanctions and trade restrictions on Japan, particularly
regarding oil and scrap metal, which strained relations.

The Attack on Pearl Harbor

The attack on Pearl Harbor was a meticulously planned operation by the Japanese Imperial Navy
aimed at crippling the U.S. Pacific Fleet.

Key Questions
1. What were the specific objectives of Japan in launching the attack on Pearl Harbor?
2. Describe the timeline of the attack. What were the key moments and decisions made by both the
Japanese and American forces?



3. How did the geography of Pearl Harbor influence the attack and its outcomes?

Details of the Attack
- Date: December 7, 1941
- Time: The attack began at 7:48 a.m. Hawaiian Time.
- Japanese Forces: Approximately 353 aircraft, including fighters, bombers, and torpedo planes.
- American Losses: 2403 military personnel and civilians killed; 19 naval vessels damaged or sunk,
including eight battleships.

Immediate Reactions

The attack on Pearl Harbor resulted in immediate and profound reactions both domestically and
internationally.

Key Questions
1. How did President Franklin D. Roosevelt respond to the attack, and what actions did he take in
the immediate aftermath?
2. What was the public reaction in the United States following the attack?
3. How did the attack on Pearl Harbor influence American foreign policy moving forward?

Responses and Outcomes
- On December 8, 1941, President Roosevelt delivered his famous "Day of Infamy" speech, calling for
a declaration of war against Japan.
- The attack united the American public, leading to a surge in enlistments in the military and support
for the war effort.
- The U.S. shifted its foreign policy from isolationism to active engagement in World War II.

Long-term Consequences

The attack on Pearl Harbor had far-reaching consequences that shaped the trajectory of World War
II and American society.

Key Questions
1. How did the attack on Pearl Harbor change the military strategy of the United States in the
Pacific Theater?
2. What were the implications of the attack for Japanese-Americans living in the United States?
3. In what ways did Pearl Harbor influence post-war American foreign policy and military strategy?



Consequences Overview
- The U.S. adopted a strategy of "island-hopping" in the Pacific, targeting strategically important
islands.
- Japanese-Americans faced widespread discrimination, leading to internment camps, notably the
relocation of over 120,000 individuals.
- Following the war, the U.S. emerged as a global superpower with a commitment to containing
communism, significantly influencing its foreign policy.

Lessons Learned and Historical Significance

Pearl Harbor serves as a critical study point for understanding the complexities of war, diplomacy,
and national security.

Key Questions
1. What lessons can be drawn from the intelligence failures that preceded the attack on Pearl
Harbor?
2. How has the memory of Pearl Harbor shaped American national identity and military culture?
3. In what ways does the attack on Pearl Harbor continue to be relevant in contemporary discussions
about security and preparedness?

Lessons and Significance
- Intelligence failures: The inability to effectively share and analyze intelligence led to a lack of
preparedness for the attack. This has led to ongoing discussions about the importance of
communication and collaboration in intelligence.
- National identity: The phrase "Remember Pearl Harbor" became a rallying cry for American unity
and resilience, shaping a narrative of American exceptionalism and resolve.
- Contemporary relevance: The lessons learned from Pearl Harbor are often cited in discussions
about national security and the need for vigilance against potential threats.

Further Exploration

For those interested in deepening their understanding of Pearl Harbor and its ramifications, several
avenues for further exploration exist.

Key Questions
1. What books or documentaries provide in-depth analyses of the events surrounding Pearl Harbor?
2. How have historians' interpretations of Pearl Harbor evolved over time?
3. Are there any significant memorials or sites related to Pearl Harbor that serve to educate the
public?



Recommended Resources
- Books:
- "At Dawn We Slept: The Untold Story of Pearl Harbor" by Gordon W. Prange
- "Pearl Harbor: A Day of Infamy" by Steven M. Gillon
- Documentaries:
- "Pearl Harbor: Legacy of Attack" by PBS
- "The Path to War" by HBO Films
- Memorials:
- The USS Arizona Memorial, which honors the sailors and Marines who lost their lives during the
attack.
- The Pearl Harbor National Memorial, which serves as an educational site and a tribute to those
who served.

In conclusion, Pearl Harbor study guide questions provide a structured approach to understanding
the multifaceted aspects of this historical event. By exploring the causes, events, and consequences
of the attack, individuals can gain a deeper appreciation for its significance in American history and
its enduring legacy. Through critical analysis and engagement with various resources, students and
history enthusiasts alike can foster a well-rounded understanding of Pearl Harbor's impact on the
United States and the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary reason for the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor?
The primary reason for the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor was to prevent the United States from
interfering with Japan's expansion plans in Southeast Asia, particularly regarding access to natural
resources.

What date did the attack on Pearl Harbor occur?
The attack on Pearl Harbor occurred on December 7, 1941.

What was the immediate impact of the Pearl Harbor attack on
the United States?
The immediate impact of the Pearl Harbor attack was the destruction of numerous ships and
aircraft, leading to significant loss of life and prompting the United States to formally enter World
War II.

How did the United States respond to the attack on Pearl
Harbor?
The United States responded to the attack on Pearl Harbor by declaring war on Japan on December
8, 1941, which marked its entry into World War II.



What were some of the key military assets affected by the
Pearl Harbor attack?
Key military assets affected by the Pearl Harbor attack included battleships such as the USS Arizona
and USS Oklahoma, as well as numerous aircraft that were destroyed on the ground.

What long-term effect did the attack on Pearl Harbor have on
U.S. military strategy?
The long-term effect of the attack on Pearl Harbor on U.S. military strategy was a shift towards a
more proactive and engaged military posture, leading to increased investment in naval and air
power, and a commitment to global military readiness.
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