
peaky blinders parents guide
Peaky Blinders Parents Guide: An In-Depth Look at the Show's Content for
Families

Peaky Blinders, a British period crime drama created by Steven Knight, has
garnered critical acclaim for its gripping storytelling, well-defined
characters, and stunning cinematography. However, its intense themes and
mature content may raise questions for parents considering whether the show
is appropriate for their children. This Peaky Blinders parents guide aims to
provide a comprehensive overview of the series' content, themes, and
potential concerns, allowing families to make informed viewing decisions.

Overview of Peaky Blinders

Peaky Blinders is set in post-World War I Birmingham, England, and follows
the exploits of the Shelby crime family, led by the ambitious and cunning
Thomas Shelby (played by Cillian Murphy). The series is known for its stylish
presentation, historical accuracy, and strong performances, particularly from
its ensemble cast. With a total of six seasons, the show delves into themes
of power, loyalty, and the aftermath of war, which shape the characters'
lives and decisions.

Key Themes

Understanding the themes presented in Peaky Blinders can help parents assess
the show's suitability for young viewers. Here are some predominant themes:

1. Crime and Violence: The series centers around the Shelby family's criminal
enterprises, which involve illegal betting, smuggling, and violent
confrontations with rival gangs and authorities.
2. Family Loyalty: The strong bond among family members is a recurring theme,
showcasing both supportive relationships and conflicts born out of ambition
and betrayal.
3. Post-War Trauma: Many characters struggle with the psychological effects
of World War I, addressing issues such as PTSD, grief, and the challenges of
reintegration into society.
4. Social Class and Struggle: The show explores the class divide in early
20th-century England, highlighting the struggles of the working class and
their fight for power and influence.

Content Advisory



Peaky Blinders contains various elements that parents may find concerning.
Below is a detailed breakdown of content that could be problematic for
younger audiences.

Violence

- Physical Violence: The series features numerous scenes of violence,
including shootings, beatings, and knife fights. The brutality often serves
to illustrate the harsh realities of life in the criminal underworld.
- Death: Characters frequently face death, whether through violence or other
dramatic circumstances. The impact of these deaths on the surviving
characters adds emotional weight to the narrative.

Language

- Strong Language: The show includes frequent use of profanity, including
offensive language and slurs. This could be particularly concerning for
younger viewers who may be impressionable or influenced by what they hear.

Sexual Content

- Sexual Situations: Peaky Blinders features several scenes with sexual
content, including nudity and sexual relationships. These scenes are often
portrayed in a manner that is integral to character development, but they may
still be inappropriate for younger audiences.
- Adult Themes: The show explores themes of lust, infidelity, and complex
romantic relationships, which may not be suitable for younger viewers.

Substance Abuse

- Alcohol and Drug Use: Characters frequently consume alcohol, and there are
instances of drug use depicted. The portrayal of substance abuse can serve to
highlight the characters' struggles and the environment they inhabit.

Age Recommendations

Given the mature themes and content present in Peaky Blinders, it is
essential for parents to consider age recommendations. The show is rated TV-
MA (Mature Audiences) in the United States, which suggests it may not be
suitable for viewers under 17. Here’s a brief breakdown:



- Recommended Age: 17 and older
- Caution for Younger Viewers: Parents should use discretion when allowing
younger teens to watch the series, as individual maturity levels vary
significantly.

Potential Discussion Topics for Parents

If parents choose to watch Peaky Blinders with their children or allow older
teens to view it independently, there are several important discussion topics
that can arise from the show's content:

1. Consequences of Crime: Engage in conversations about the implications of
criminal behavior and the long-term consequences that can arise from choices
made by the characters.
2. Impact of War: Discuss the effects of war on individuals and families,
fostering an understanding of PTSD and the struggles that veterans may face.
3. Moral Ambiguity: The characters in Peaky Blinders often operate in morally
gray areas. Encourage discussions about ethics, choices, and the complexity
of human motivations.
4. Gender Roles: The show features strong female characters who navigate a
male-dominated society. Discuss their roles and the representation of gender
dynamics in the series.

Alternatives to Peaky Blinders

For families looking for shows with similar historical themes but less
intense content, consider the following alternatives:

- The Crown: This series chronicles the reign of Queen Elizabeth II,
revealing both historical events and personal dramas with a focus on
political and social issues.
- Downton Abbey: Set in the early 20th century, this series explores the
lives of an aristocratic family and their servants, touching on themes of
class and change without the extreme violence of Peaky Blinders.
- Call the Midwife: This drama focuses on midwives in post-war London,
addressing social issues and the challenges faced by women in a more family-
friendly way.

Conclusion

The Peaky Blinders parents guide provides a thorough examination of the
show's content and themes, enabling parents to make informed decisions
regarding its appropriateness for their children. While the series is
undeniably acclaimed for its storytelling and character development, its



mature themes, violence, and strong language make it more suitable for older
teens and adults. By discussing the content and context of the show with
younger viewers, parents can foster meaningful conversations about the
complex issues presented in Peaky Blinders, ensuring a more enriching viewing
experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What age rating is 'Peaky Blinders' and what does it
mean for viewers?
'Peaky Blinders' is rated TV-MA, which means it is intended for mature
audiences and may not be suitable for children under 17 due to strong
language, violence, and sexual content.

Are there any parental guidance resources available
for 'Peaky Blinders'?
Yes, there are several parental guidance resources available online,
including Common Sense Media and IMDb, which provide detailed content
breakdowns and age-appropriate recommendations.

What types of content should parents be aware of in
'Peaky Blinders'?
Parents should be aware of frequent violence, strong language, drug use, and
sexual situations that occur throughout the series.

Is 'Peaky Blinders' suitable for teenagers?
While some teenagers may be mature enough to handle the themes, parents
should consider the individual maturity of their child and review the content
before allowing them to watch.

How can parents discuss the themes in 'Peaky
Blinders' with their children?
Parents can engage in conversations about the historical context, moral
dilemmas, and character motivations, helping to frame the series in a way
that promotes critical thinking.

Does 'Peaky Blinders' depict real historical events
and figures?
Yes, while 'Peaky Blinders' is a fictional drama, it is set in post-World War



I Birmingham and incorporates real historical events and figures, which can
provide educational discussions.

What are some positive messages in 'Peaky Blinders'
despite its darker themes?
The series explores themes of loyalty, family, and resilience, showcasing
characters who navigate their struggles and the importance of unity in the
face of adversity.

Can watching 'Peaky Blinders' have an impact on
younger viewers?
Yes, younger viewers might be influenced by the characters' actions and
decisions, so parental guidance is recommended to help contextualize the
content.

What should parents consider before allowing their
kids to watch 'Peaky Blinders'?
Parents should consider their child's age, maturity level, sensitivity to
violence and adult themes, and whether they are prepared to discuss the
content afterward.

Are there any specific episodes parents should avoid
for younger viewers?
While all episodes contain mature content, parents may want to preview
specific episodes known for graphic violence or intense themes to determine
their appropriateness.
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