
patterns of development in writing
patterns of development in writing are essential tools that writers use to organize ideas and
present information clearly and effectively. These patterns serve as frameworks that guide the
structure of paragraphs and essays, facilitating communication between the writer and the reader.
Understanding the various patterns of development in writing can enhance the clarity, coherence,
and persuasiveness of any piece of writing. Writers often choose a specific pattern based on their
purpose, audience, and subject matter. This article explores the most common patterns of
development, including narration, description, exposition, persuasion, and comparison and contrast,
providing examples and practical uses for each. The detailed examination of these methods will aid
in mastering the art of structured and impactful writing.
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Narration Pattern
The narration pattern is a method of development in writing that involves telling a story or
recounting events in a logical and chronological order. This pattern is frequently used in personal
essays, biographies, and historical writing. Narration helps engage readers by providing a sequence
of actions or experiences, making the content relatable and vivid. The primary objective of narration
is to entertain, inform, or explain through storytelling.

Characteristics of Narration
Narrative writing typically includes a clear plot, characters, setting, and a point of view. It often
follows a chronological timeline, but can also incorporate flashbacks or foreshadowing for dramatic
effect. The use of sensory details and descriptive language enhances the reader's immersion into the
story.

Uses of Narration Pattern
This pattern is useful in various writing contexts, such as:

Personal anecdotes to illustrate a point



Historical accounts to explain events

Case studies in academic writing

Fictional storytelling in literature

Description Pattern
The description pattern focuses on providing detailed sensory information about a person, place,
object, or event. It aims to create a vivid picture in the reader’s mind through the use of imagery and
figurative language. This pattern is commonly used in creative writing, travel writing, and any
context where evoking an emotional response or sensory experience is desired.

Elements of Descriptive Writing
Effective descriptive writing employs the five senses—sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch—to give
readers a comprehensive understanding of the subject. It often uses metaphors, similes, and
adjectives to enrich the description and engage the reader’s imagination.

Applications of Description Pattern
Description is particularly useful for:

Setting scenes in narratives or novels

Character sketches in biographies or profiles

Explaining the appearance or function of objects

Creating atmosphere or mood in various types of writing

Expository Pattern
The expository pattern of development in writing is designed to explain, inform, or clarify a topic
systematically and logically. It is characterized by clear, concise, and straightforward language with
supporting evidence such as facts, statistics, examples, and definitions. This pattern is widely used
in academic writing, technical writing, and journalism.

Key Features of Expository Writing
Expository writing often employs cause and effect, classification, process analysis, or problem and



solution structures to organize information. The goal is to educate the reader by providing a
balanced and objective explanation without personal bias.

Common Uses of Expository Pattern
This pattern is essential for:

Writing research papers and reports

How-to guides and instructional materials

News articles and informational brochures

Summarizing complex topics for general audiences

Persuasive Pattern
The persuasive pattern of development aims to convince the reader to accept a particular viewpoint
or take a specific action. This pattern employs logical reasoning, emotional appeals, and credible
evidence to influence the reader’s opinion. It is commonly found in opinion editorials,
advertisements, speeches, and argumentative essays.

Techniques in Persuasive Writing
Effective persuasive writing combines ethos (credibility), pathos (emotional appeal), and logos
(logical argument) to build a compelling case. Writers use rhetorical questions, repetition, and
strong language to reinforce their message and persuade the audience.

Applications of Persuasive Pattern
Persuasive writing is instrumental in:

Advocating for social or political causes

Marketing and advertising campaigns

Legal arguments and debates

Encouraging behavioral or attitudinal change



Comparison and Contrast Pattern
The comparison and contrast pattern analyzes the similarities and differences between two or more
subjects. This pattern helps readers understand the characteristics, advantages, or disadvantages of
each subject by placing them side by side. It is useful in academic essays, product reviews, and
decision-making processes.

Structures for Comparison and Contrast
Writers often use two organizational methods for this pattern: point-by-point, where each similarity
or difference is discussed in turn, or block method, where all aspects of one subject are covered
before moving to the next. Clear transitions and comparative language are vital for coherence.

Benefits of Using Comparison and Contrast
This pattern allows for:

Highlighting key distinctions to inform choices

Clarifying complex concepts through analogy

Evaluating options or alternatives systematically

Presenting balanced arguments in analytical writing

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the common patterns of development in writing?
Common patterns of development in writing include narration, description, exposition,
argumentation, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, and process analysis.

How does the pattern of narration help in writing?
Narration helps in writing by telling a story or recounting events in a logical sequence, which
engages readers and provides a clear context for the message.

When should writers use the cause and effect pattern of
development?
Writers should use the cause and effect pattern when they want to explain reasons why something
happened or the consequences of an event, helping readers understand relationships between
actions and outcomes.



What is the difference between comparison and contrast in
patterns of development?
Comparison focuses on highlighting similarities between two or more subjects, while contrast
emphasizes the differences; both patterns help clarify ideas by analyzing subjects in relation to each
other.

How can understanding patterns of development improve
writing skills?
Understanding patterns of development enables writers to organize ideas effectively, choose
appropriate methods to convey messages, and enhance clarity and coherence in their writing.

Additional Resources
1. Patterns of Development in Writing: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth exploration of various patterns of development used in writing, such as
narration, description, exposition, and argumentation. It provides practical examples and exercises
to help writers recognize and apply these patterns effectively. Ideal for both students and educators,
it enhances understanding of how to structure ideas clearly and persuasively.

2. The Art of Writing: Mastering Patterns of Development
Focused on the craft of writing, this book delves into the strategic use of development patterns to
improve clarity and engagement. It explains how to choose the right pattern based on purpose and
audience, including cause and effect, comparison and contrast, and classification. The book also
includes tips for blending multiple patterns to create dynamic and compelling prose.

3. Writing with Purpose: Exploring Patterns of Development
Designed for writers seeking to refine their technique, this guide breaks down common patterns of
development and their roles in effective communication. Through real-life examples, it illustrates
how different patterns can influence tone and persuasion. Readers learn to identify the most suitable
pattern to enhance their writing’s impact.

4. The Writer’s Toolbox: Patterns of Development Explained
This resource serves as a practical toolbox for writers, outlining the key patterns of development
with clear definitions and examples. It emphasizes the importance of organization and coherence in
writing, providing strategies for incorporating patterns like definition, process analysis, and
exemplification. Useful for academic and creative writing alike, it supports writers at all levels.

5. Patterns of Development in Academic Writing
Tailored for students and scholars, this book focuses on the patterns commonly employed in
academic texts. It explores how to effectively use comparison, classification, cause and effect, and
argument to build strong, logical essays. The book includes exercises to practice these patterns,
helping readers improve their analytical and writing skills.

6. Effective Writing: Utilizing Patterns of Development
This title emphasizes the practical application of development patterns to produce clear and
impactful writing. It walks readers through organizing ideas using narration, description, definition,



and other patterns, highlighting their benefits and challenges. The book also discusses how to adapt
patterns for different genres and audiences.

7. Patterns of Development for Creative Writers
Aimed at fiction and creative nonfiction writers, this book explores how traditional patterns of
development can enhance storytelling. It covers narrative techniques, descriptive imagery, and
cause-and-effect relationships to build compelling narratives. The guide encourages experimentation
with patterns to develop a unique writing style.

8. Writing Strategies: Understanding Patterns of Development
This instructional book focuses on developing critical writing skills through mastery of development
patterns. It explains how to analyze prompts and select appropriate patterns to structure responses
effectively. The book is rich with examples, practice prompts, and tips for improving coherence and
flow.

9. From Idea to Essay: Patterns of Development in Practice
This workbook-style text guides writers through the process of organizing ideas using various
development patterns. It offers step-by-step instructions and exercises on narration, comparison,
classification, and argument. Perfect for beginners, it builds confidence in structuring essays and
other written works clearly and persuasively.
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