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patrick o brian post captain is the second novel in the acclaimed Aubrey-Maturin series
by Patrick O’Brian, a cornerstone work in historical naval fiction. This book continues the
adventures of Captain Jack Aubrey and his friend Stephen Maturin during the Napoleonic
Wars, blending rich maritime detail with deep character development. Known for its
meticulous research and authentic portrayal of early 19th-century naval life, Post Captain
remains a favorite among fans of historical and nautical literature. This article explores the
novel’s plot, themes, historical context, and literary significance, providing a thorough
understanding of why Patrick O Brian’s work endures. Readers will gain insight into the
narrative structure, character arcs, and the broader impact of the series on the genre. The
following sections break down the key aspects of Post Captain for a comprehensive
overview.
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Overview of Patrick O Brian’s Post Captain

Patrick O Brian’s Post Captain, first published in 1972, is the second installment of the
Aubrey-Maturin series, following Master and Commander. The novel chronicles the
experiences of Captain Jack Aubrey as he navigates the challenges of naval command
during the turbulent period of the Napoleonic Wars. The narrative is set predominantly
between 1801 and 1802, capturing the uneasy peace of the Treaty of Amiens and its
aftermath. O Brian skillfully combines detailed descriptions of naval battles, shipboard life,
and the geopolitical landscape with a compelling personal story. The title “Post Captain”
refers to Aubrey’s rank, which signifies a critical career milestone in the Royal Navy.

Throughout the novel, readers witness Aubrey’s professional growth, his romantic
entanglements, and the evolving friendship with the ship’s surgeon and intelligence agent,
Stephen Maturin. The story shifts between high-seas action and moments of introspection,
providing a balanced narrative. Patrick O Brian’s ability to recreate the atmosphere of the
early 19th century with historical accuracy and literary elegance makes Post Captain a
standout work within naval fiction.



Main Characters and Character Development

Patrick O Brian’s Post Captain features a rich cast of characters, each contributing to the
multifaceted narrative. The primary protagonists, Jack Aubrey and Stephen Maturin, are
portrayed with depth and complexity, highlighting their contrasting personalities and
complementary roles.

Captain Jack Aubrey

Jack Aubrey is a talented and ambitious Royal Navy officer whose career is the central focus
of the novel. His promotion to post captain marks a turning point, bringing both new
responsibilities and challenges. Aubrey’s expertise as a seaman and leader is balanced by
his occasional social awkwardness and straightforward nature. Throughout Post Captain, his
character evolves as he confronts political intrigue, personal dilemmas, and the demands of
command.

Stephen Maturin

Stephen Maturin, the ship’s surgeon and intelligence agent, provides a contrasting
perspective to Aubrey’s naval career. Maturin’s intellectual curiosity, knowledge of natural
history, and involvement in espionage add layers of intrigue to the narrative. His complex
relationship with Aubrey underscores themes of friendship, loyalty, and the interplay
between science and war. Maturin’s personal struggles and moral reflections enrich the
novel’s psychological depth.

Supporting Characters

Several secondary characters play significant roles in the development of the plot and main
characters. Among them are:

Mrs. Williams, Aubrey’s love interest, whose relationship with him introduces elements
of romance and social tension.

Various naval officers and crew members, who illustrate the hierarchical and often
harsh realities of life aboard a warship.

Political figures and spies, contributing to the backdrop of international conflict and
espionage.



Historical and Nautical Context

Patrick O Brian’s Post Captain is renowned for its painstaking historical accuracy and
authentic depiction of naval warfare during the Napoleonic era. The novel immerses
readers in the world of early 19th-century maritime conflict, reflecting the strategic,
technological, and social aspects of the time.

The Napoleonic Wars and the Treaty of Amiens

The narrative is set against the backdrop of the brief peace established by the Treaty of
Amiens in 1802, which temporarily halted hostilities between Britain and France. This
period of uncertainty and political maneuvering is central to the novel’s tension, as naval
officers like Aubrey face career stagnation and shifting allegiances. O Brian captures the
broader geopolitical environment that shaped naval operations and individual decisions
during this era.

Naval Life and Shipboard Details

One of the hallmarks of Post Captain is its vivid portrayal of life at sea, from the daily
routines of sailors to the discipline and camaraderie aboard HMS Polychrest, the ship
commanded by Aubrey. The novel offers detailed descriptions of ship handling, navigation,
gunnery, and the challenges of command. Patrick O Brian’s expertise in maritime history
shines through in his accurate use of period terminology and customs.

Espionage and Intelligence

Stephen Maturin’s role as a spy introduces an element of espionage that complements the
naval action. The novel explores the shadowy world of intelligence gathering and political
intrigue, reflecting the complex interplay between naval warfare and diplomacy. This
dimension enriches the historical context and adds suspense to the narrative.

Themes and Literary Style

Patrick O Brian’s Post Captain is notable not only for its historical detail but also for its
exploration of enduring themes and its distinctive literary style. The novel balances action
with introspection, blending adventure with psychological insight.



Friendship and Loyalty

The enduring friendship between Jack Aubrey and Stephen Maturin is a central theme,
illustrating the bonds forged in adversity and the mutual support that sustains them. Their
relationship embodies themes of trust, loyalty, and the intersection of personal and
professional lives amid the challenges of war.

Leadership and Command

The novel examines the responsibilities and burdens of naval command. Aubrey’s
experiences highlight the demands of leadership, including decision-making under
pressure, managing a diverse crew, and navigating the politics of the Royal Navy. These
elements contribute to a nuanced portrayal of command beyond mere heroism.

Love and Social Constraints

Romantic relationships and social expectations play a significant role in the narrative.
Aubrey’s courtship and the societal pressures surrounding marriage and class provide a
counterpoint to the military action, adding emotional depth and complexity.

Literary Style and Language

O Brian’s prose is characterized by its elegance, precision, and rich detail. The narrative
employs period-appropriate language and nautical jargon that enhance authenticity while
remaining accessible. The author’s use of dialogue and descriptive passages creates
immersive scenes that engage readers both intellectually and emotionally.

Impact and Legacy of Post Captain

Patrick O Brian’s Post Captain has left a lasting mark on the genre of historical naval fiction
and continues to attract new generations of readers. Its influence extends beyond literature
into popular culture and academic study.

Critical Reception and Popularity

Since its publication, Post Captain has been praised for its historical accuracy, compelling
characters, and masterful storytelling. It helped establish the Aubrey-Maturin series as a
benchmark for maritime fiction, garnering acclaim from critics and readers alike. The



novel’s blend of adventure, history, and character study has contributed to its enduring
popularity.

Influence on Naval Fiction

The novel has inspired numerous authors and filmmakers interested in naval history and
the Age of Sail. Patrick O Brian’s meticulous research and narrative approach set a standard
for authenticity and literary quality in the genre, influencing subsequent works and
adaptations.

Continuing Legacy

Post Captain remains a vital part of the Aubrey-Maturin series, which spans twenty novels.
The series’ continued readership and scholarly attention attest to its importance as a
cultural and literary artifact. Patrick O Brian’s work invites ongoing exploration of historical
fiction’s capacity to illuminate past eras through compelling storytelling.

Key Contributions of Post Captain

Advanced the narrative arc of the Aubrey-Maturin series with deeper character
development.

Enhanced the depiction of early 19th-century naval warfare and life at sea.

Integrated espionage and political intrigue into maritime fiction.

Set a literary standard for historical accuracy and narrative sophistication.

Contributed to the popularization of naval historical fiction worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of Patrick O'Brian's 'Post
Captain'?
The main plot of 'Post Captain' follows the adventures of Captain Jack Aubrey and his friend
Stephen Maturin during the Napoleonic Wars, focusing on naval battles, personal
relationships, and political intrigue.



Where does 'Post Captain' fit within Patrick O'Brian's
Aubrey-Maturin series?
'Post Captain' is the second novel in Patrick O'Brian's Aubrey-Maturin series, following
'Master and Commander' and preceding 'Horizon'.

Who are the primary protagonists in 'Post Captain'?
The primary protagonists are Captain Jack Aubrey, a Royal Navy officer, and Stephen
Maturin, a physician, naturalist, and intelligence agent.

What themes are explored in 'Post Captain'?
Themes in 'Post Captain' include friendship, war and duty, love and relationships, social
class, and the complexities of naval life during the Napoleonic era.

How does Patrick O'Brian depict naval warfare in 'Post
Captain'?
O'Brian provides detailed and historically accurate depictions of naval warfare, including
ship maneuvers, battles, and the challenges faced by sailors in the early 19th century.

What role does Stephen Maturin play in the story of
'Post Captain'?
Stephen Maturin serves as Jack Aubrey's close friend, ship's surgeon, and an intelligence
agent, contributing both to naval operations and espionage activities.

Is 'Post Captain' based on historical events or purely
fictional?
'Post Captain' is a historical fiction novel that blends fictional characters and stories with
real historical events, settings, and naval practices from the Napoleonic Wars.

How has 'Post Captain' been received by critics and
readers?
'Post Captain' is highly praised for its rich character development, authentic historical
detail, and compelling storytelling, making it a favorite among fans of historical naval
fiction.

Are there any significant character developments in
'Post Captain'?
Yes, 'Post Captain' explores the evolving relationship between Aubrey and Maturin, as well
as Jack Aubrey's personal and professional challenges, including his romantic involvement



with Sophia Williams.

Has 'Post Captain' been adapted into other media?
While the Aubrey-Maturin series has inspired radio dramas and stage adaptations, there
has been no major film or television adaptation specifically of 'Post Captain' as of now.

Additional Resources
1. Master and Commander
This is the first novel in Patrick O’Brian’s Aubrey-Maturin series, introducing the charismatic
naval officer Jack Aubrey and his ship’s surgeon and intelligence agent, Stephen Maturin.
Set during the Napoleonic Wars, the book captures the thrilling life aboard a British warship.
It combines detailed naval history, adventure, and deep character development, setting the
tone for the entire series.

2. The Mauritius Command
The third book in the Aubrey-Maturin series, this novel follows Captain Jack Aubrey as he is
given command of a squadron tasked with capturing the French-held island of Mauritius.
The story delves into naval strategy, warfare, and the challenges of leadership at sea. It
continues the evolving friendship and partnership between Aubrey and Maturin.

3. The Surgeon's Mate
In this fourth installment, Stephen Maturin’s medical skills and intelligence work come to
the forefront while Aubrey faces naval battles in the American coast during the War of
1812. The narrative explores personal relationships alongside the broader conflict,
highlighting the strains of war on both men and women. The maritime action is vivid and
historically accurate.

4. The Ionian Mission
This sixth book sees Aubrey and Maturin involved in espionage and naval warfare in the
Mediterranean. The novel emphasizes intelligence gathering and diplomatic intrigue as
much as sea battles. It richly portrays the complexities of early 19th-century geopolitics
and the enduring bond between the two protagonists.

5. Dangerous Work
A non-fiction memoir by Patrick O’Brian, this book gives insight into the author’s own
experiences with the sea, which inspired much of the Aubrey-Maturin series. O’Brian
recounts his time as a sailor and diver, providing context for the authenticity found in his
naval novels. It’s a fascinating read for fans interested in the real-life background behind
the fiction.

6. H.M.S. Surprise
The third book in the series (preceding Post Captain), it details Jack Aubrey’s command of
the frigate Surprise during the Napoleonic Wars. The novel combines naval action with
political intrigue and personal drama. It deepens the character development of both Aubrey
and Maturin, setting up themes further explored in Post Captain.

7. The Letter of Marque



Following the events of Post Captain and Master and Commander, this fifth book features
Aubrey as a privateer with a letter of marque, authorized to attack enemy ships legally. The
story is rich with naval battles, privateering adventures, and the enduring camaraderie
between Aubrey and Maturin. It highlights the blurred lines between piracy and lawful naval
warfare.

8. The Far Side of the World
This tenth novel in the series follows Aubrey and Maturin on a global naval mission chasing
a formidable American privateer. The narrative combines high seas adventure with detailed
descriptions of geography and naval tactics. It showcases O’Brian’s ability to maintain
suspense and character depth through a sprawling maritime journey.

9. Blue at the Mizzen
The final completed novel in the Aubrey-Maturin series, it brings to a close many of the
characters’ long journeys. Set after the Napoleonic Wars, it deals with the challenges of
peacetime for naval officers and explores themes of loyalty and change. The book is a
fitting and poignant conclusion to one of the most beloved historical naval series.
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