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pathfinder roleplaying game ultimate intrigue is a comprehensive expansion to the Pathfinder
Roleplaying Game that focuses on the art of espionage, subterfuge, and social manipulation. This
supplement provides players and game masters with innovative tools to enhance intrigue-based
campaigns by introducing new character options, gameplay mechanics, and story elements. As an
essential resource for those interested in political maneuvering, secret societies, and covert
operations, Ultimate Intrigue deepens the roleplaying experience beyond traditional combat and
exploration. From the introduction of the new Vigilante class to detailed rules for social conflicts, it
offers a fresh dimension to storytelling in the Pathfinder universe. This article explores the key
features, character options, gameplay systems, and the overall impact of the Pathfinder Roleplaying
Game Ultimate Intrigue on tabletop roleplaying. Delve into the mechanics that make this sourcebook
a vital asset for intrigue-heavy campaigns and discover how it elevates the art of deception and
diplomacy in gaming.
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Overview of Pathfinder Roleplaying Game Ultimate
Intrigue
The Pathfinder Roleplaying Game Ultimate Intrigue is a specialized supplement designed to expand
the scope of play into the realm of mystery, deception, and political scheming. It introduces a variety
of new mechanics and content tailored specifically for intrigue-themed campaigns, offering players
and game masters resources to craft stories filled with suspense and subtle manipulation. Ultimate
Intrigue builds upon the core Pathfinder ruleset by focusing on non-combat challenges, emphasizing
social interaction and covert actions as central gameplay elements. This supplement also integrates
seamlessly with existing Pathfinder materials, allowing for diverse campaign settings from courtly
intrigue to urban espionage.



New Character Options and Classes
Ultimate Intrigue enriches character creation by adding new classes, archetypes, and builds that
specialize in intrigue and undercover operations. The centerpiece of these options is the Vigilante
class, which balances the dual life of a masked hero and a socialite, enabling players to explore
complex identities and motivations.

The Vigilante Class
The Vigilante is a versatile class designed to operate both in the shadows and in the social spotlight.
With two distinct identities—the social persona and the vigilante persona—this class excels at
deception, stealth, and combat. Players can customize their vigilante with various talents and
archetypes that emphasize different aspects of intrigue, from infiltration to manipulation.

Archetypes and Builds
In addition to the Vigilante, Ultimate Intrigue offers archetypes for existing classes that enhance
intrigue capabilities. Examples include social-focused rogues, charismatic bards, and cunning
investigators who gain access to new talents and abilities aimed at uncovering secrets and
influencing others.

Vigilante archetypes such as Stalker and Avenger

Rogue archetypes emphasizing social stealth

Bard builds focusing on persuasion and deception

New Investigator talents for subtle information gathering

Social Conflict System
One of the hallmark additions in Pathfinder Roleplaying Game Ultimate Intrigue is the formalized
Social Conflict system, which provides structured rules for resolving contests of wit, persuasion, and
influence. This system transforms social encounters into tactical challenges that can have lasting
consequences on the narrative.

Mechanics of Social Conflict
Social Conflicts are resolved through a series of rounds where participants use skills such as
Diplomacy, Bluff, Intimidate, and Sense Motive to achieve objectives like gaining allies, spreading
rumors, or coercing information. The system introduces social initiative, social damage, and social
conditions, adding depth and strategy to roleplaying interactions.



Applications in Campaigns
Game masters can use the Social Conflict system to simulate court intrigues, political debates, or
underground power struggles. This mechanic encourages players to think creatively and leverage
their character’s social strengths, making intrigue as engaging as combat encounters.

Intrigue Talents and Feats
Ultimate Intrigue supplements the Pathfinder Roleplaying Game with a robust collection of new
talents and feats designed to bolster a character’s aptitude in social and covert endeavors. These
options enhance the versatility and effectiveness of characters operating within intrigue-focused
narratives.

Intrigue Talents
These talents provide specialized abilities such as improved disguise, enhanced manipulation, and
expanded use of social skills. Many talents offer unique bonuses in Social Conflicts or when engaging
in covert actions like spying or sabotage.

Feats for Deception and Influence
New feats introduced in Ultimate Intrigue empower characters to excel in deception, intimidation, and
persuasion. These feats often synergize with the Social Conflict system or the Vigilante class, enabling
more dynamic and impactful roleplay.

Deceptive Talent: Grants bonuses to Bluff and Disguise checks

Master Orator: Increases effectiveness in Diplomacy-based Social Conflicts

Undercover Operative: Benefits when performing covert missions

Quick Disguise: Allows rapid changes in appearance

Organizations and Secret Societies
Ultimate Intrigue includes detailed descriptions and mechanics for various organizations and secret
societies that can serve as allies, adversaries, or campaign focal points. These groups enrich the
setting by providing complex social networks and hidden agendas.



Role of Organizations in Intrigue
Organizations in Pathfinder Roleplaying Game Ultimate Intrigue often operate behind the scenes,
influencing politics, commerce, and crime. Their presence facilitates storylines involving espionage,
betrayal, and alliance-building, giving players opportunities for intrigue-driven adventures.

Examples of Secret Societies
The supplement features several well-crafted secret societies, each with unique goals and methods.
These groups offer hooks for campaigns and can function as patron groups, antagonists, or sources of
information and resources.

The Whispering Veil: Masters of espionage and information gathering

The Midnight Blades: Assassins and covert operatives

The Silver Hand: Guardians of justice with a secretive agenda

The Crimson Court: Political manipulators and power brokers

Gameplay Enhancements and Storytelling Tools
Beyond character options and mechanics, Pathfinder Roleplaying Game Ultimate Intrigue delivers a
suite of tools designed to help game masters craft compelling intrigue narratives. These include
guidelines for creating social encounters, managing secrets, and incorporating mystery elements into
campaigns.

Guidelines for Intrigue Campaigns
The supplement provides advice on structuring intrigue-heavy campaigns, balancing social and
combat encounters, and maintaining suspense. It emphasizes player engagement through meaningful
choices and consequences in social interactions.

Secrets, Rumors, and Clues
Ultimate Intrigue introduces mechanics for tracking secrets, spreading rumors, and uncovering clues,
enabling game masters to weave intricate plots that challenge players to think critically and act
strategically. These tools enhance immersion and encourage collaborative storytelling.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Pathfinder Roleplaying Game: Ultimate Intrigue
supplement?
Ultimate Intrigue is a supplement for the Pathfinder Roleplaying Game that focuses on expanding
options for social interactions, espionage, and intrigue-based gameplay, introducing new rules,
character options, and archetypes for intrigue-focused campaigns.

What new character options does Ultimate Intrigue introduce?
Ultimate Intrigue adds new archetypes, social feats, traits, and backgrounds that enhance roleplaying
and social encounters, allowing players to create characters skilled in deception, diplomacy, and
manipulation.

How does Ultimate Intrigue enhance social encounters in
Pathfinder?
The book introduces a structured social combat system called the "Social Combat Rules," which
provides mechanics for resolving social conflicts using skills, actions, and tactics similar to traditional
combat, making social interactions more dynamic and strategic.

Can Ultimate Intrigue be used with other Pathfinder
supplements?
Yes, Ultimate Intrigue is designed to integrate seamlessly with other Pathfinder supplements,
enhancing campaigns by adding depth to social gameplay and intrigue elements without conflicting
with existing rules or content.

What types of campaigns benefit most from using Ultimate
Intrigue?
Campaigns centered around political intrigue, espionage, courtly drama, and mystery-solving benefit
most from Ultimate Intrigue, as it provides tools and mechanics to support complex social dynamics
and covert operations.

Additional Resources
1. Pathfinder Ultimate Intrigue: Mastering Deception and Diplomacy
This guidebook dives deep into the intricate social mechanics and subterfuge options introduced in
Ultimate Intrigue. It provides players and GMs with advanced strategies for roleplaying complex
political scenarios, managing secrets, and leveraging skills like Bluff, Diplomacy, and Disguise. With
new archetypes and feats, it enhances storytelling through cunning and manipulation.

2. Secrets and Schemes: A Pathfinder Ultimate Intrigue Adventure Guide
Designed to complement Ultimate Intrigue, this adventure guide offers a series of intrigue-laden



scenarios set in diverse urban environments. Players face moral dilemmas, political conspiracies, and
shadowy organizations. The book includes detailed NPCs, plot hooks, and advice for weaving intrigue
into any campaign.

3. The Art of Espionage in Pathfinder: Ultimate Intrigue Tactics
Focusing on the spy and infiltrator archetypes, this book provides an in-depth look at espionage
techniques within the Pathfinder universe. It offers new gadgets, traps, and covert operations
missions to challenge players. Mastering stealth and intelligence gathering is key to survival in this
high-stakes guide.

4. Urban Shadows: Navigating City Politics in Ultimate Intrigue
Urban Shadows explores the complex political landscapes featured in Ultimate Intrigue. It outlines
factions, power struggles, and the use of influence to sway city governance. This resource is perfect
for GMs who want to create rich, dynamic urban campaigns full of negotiation and betrayal.

5. Ultimate Intrigue Bestiary: Villains, Spies, and Schemers
This bestiary compiles a variety of foes and allies tailored for intrigue-heavy campaigns. From
charismatic crime lords to ruthless political rivals, each entry includes tactics and motivations that
bring intrigue to life. It's an essential tool for GMs aiming to challenge players beyond combat.

6. Pathfinder Intrigue: The Player’s Handbook Companion
A player-focused supplement that expands on character options introduced in Ultimate Intrigue. This
book features new backgrounds, traits, and social feats that help players create nuanced characters
skilled in manipulation and negotiation. It encourages roleplaying depth and social problem-solving.

7. Mastermind’s Journal: Crafting Intrigue in Pathfinder Campaigns
This GM’s guide offers advice on structuring campaigns centered on mystery, deception, and political
maneuvering. It includes tips for pacing intrigue, managing player secrets, and integrating complex
storylines. The journal serves as a blueprint for creating memorable and suspenseful sessions.

8. Whispers in the Dark: Magic and Intrigue in Pathfinder
This book explores how magic can be employed in subtle and covert ways within intrigue-driven
campaigns. It introduces spells, magical items, and rituals designed for espionage and manipulation.
It also discusses ethical considerations and the risks of magical detection.

9. Pathfinder Ultimate Intrigue: NPC Compendium
A comprehensive collection of non-player characters designed to enrich intrigue campaigns. From
informants and double agents to noble patrons and shadowy assassins, each NPC comes with detailed
backgrounds and roleplaying notes. This compendium helps GMs populate their worlds with believable
and engaging characters.
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