pathfinder 2e animal companion guide

pathfinder 2e animal companion guide offers an essential resource for players
and game masters looking to enhance their campaigns with loyal and versatile
animal companions. This guide provides comprehensive insights into selecting,
customizing, and effectively utilizing animal companions within Pathfinder
Second Edition. It covers the basics of companion creation, rules for
advancement, and strategic considerations for optimizing animal allies.
Whether you are a ranger, druid, or any character class that benefits from a
faithful companion, understanding the mechanics and options available is
critical. This article will explore the fundamentals of animal companions,
detail the process of choosing the right animal, and explain how to improve
and maintain your companion throughout your adventures. With practical advice
and in-depth analysis, this Pathfinder 2e animal companion guide equips you
to bring your animal companion to life in any campaign setting.
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Understanding Animal Companions in Pathfinder
2e

Animal companions in Pathfinder 2e are special creatures bonded to specific
character classes, such as the ranger and druid, providing both combat
support and narrative depth. These companions act as loyal allies that grow
in power and utility alongside their masters. The game mechanics define clear
rules for animal companions, including statistics, abilities, and
progression, ensuring they remain balanced yet impactful throughout gameplay.
Understanding the fundamental role and mechanics of animal companions is
crucial for maximizing their effectiveness and integrating them smoothly into
your adventuring party.



Role of Animal Companions

Animal companions serve multiple roles in Pathfinder 2e, from frontline
combatants to scouts and utility providers. They can absorb damage, flank
enemies, and deliver special attacks, depending on their species and
training. Beyond combat, animal companions enhance storytelling by deepening
the connection between the character and the natural world.

Rules Governing Animal Companions

Pathfinder 2e provides a structured framework for animal companions, covering
their initial statistics, hit points, saving throws, skills, and feats. These
rules ensure companions scale appropriately with player levels and maintain
balance within the party dynamics. Key components include the Animal
Companion archetype, which outlines the progression and customization options
available.

Choosing the Right Animal Companion

Selecting an animal companion in Pathfinder 2e depends on the character’s
class, campaign needs, and personal playstyle. Different animals offer unique
abilities, movement types, and combat roles. Understanding the strengths and
weaknesses of various companions allows players to make informed decisions
that complement their character’s build and party composition.

Factors to Consider When Choosing

Several factors influence the choice of an animal companion:

e Combat Role: Whether the companion should focus on offense, defense, or
utility.

e Environment: Terrain and campaign settings may favor certain animals.

* Movement Capabilities: Flying, climbing, or swimming abilities can
provide tactical advantages.

e Size and Strength: Larger animals can carry more or block enemies, while
smaller ones offer stealth and speed.

e Personality and Flavor: The thematic fit with the character’s backstory
and personality.



Popular Animal Companion Choices

Some commonly chosen companions in Pathfinder 2e include wolves, hawks,
bears, and big cats. Each provides a distinct mix of abilities such as
tracking, delivering powerful attacks, or providing aerial reconnaissance.
Understanding these options helps tailor the companion to specific tactical
and narrative goals.

Animal Companion Creation and Customization

The creation of an animal companion in Pathfinder 2e involves assigning base
statistics, selecting feats, and customizing abilities to suit the player’s
strategy. This section explains the step-by-step process of generating a
character-appropriate companion and highlights options for personalization.

Base Statistics and Abilities

Companions start with predefined ability scores based on their species, with
adjustments possible through training and leveling. Core stats include
Strength, Dexterity, Constitution, Intelligence, Wisdom, and Charisma, which
impact combat performance and skill checks.

Selecting Feats and Skills

Animal companions gain specific feats that enhance their combat capabilities,
movement, or special abilities. Skill training is also important, enabling
companions to perform tasks like tracking, perception, or stealth. Choosing
the right combination of feats and skills shapes the companion’s role within
the party.

Customization Options

Players may customize their animal companions with unique traits or
archetypes, depending on the campaign and GM approval. Customization allows
for thematic variation and mechanical specialization, such as a stealthy
scout or a powerful tank.

Advancing and Leveling Up Your Animal Companion

Animal companions in Pathfinder 2e advance alongside their masters, gaining
increased hit points, improved abilities, and new feats. Understanding the
progression system is vital to keeping the companion viable and effective
over time.



Leveling Mechanics

Companions gain levels equal to half the master’s level, rounded down. Each
advancement grants additional hit points, ability score improvements, and new
feats. This gradual growth ensures companions scale appropriately with the
party’s increasing challenges.

Maintaining and Healing

Proper maintenance includes healing wounds, managing fatigue, and ensuring
the companion’s morale. Healing can be performed through spells, potions, or
rest. Keeping the companion healthy is essential for sustained performance in
combat and exploration.

Combat and Roleplay Strategies

Effectively using an animal companion in Pathfinder 2e involves tactical
combat positioning and integrating the companion’s abilities into roleplay
scenarios. This section covers best practices for maximizing the companion’s
impact in encounters and storytelling.

Combat Tactics

Animal companions excel in flanking enemies, delivering precision strikes,
and absorbing damage. Coordinating attacks with the party and utilizing the
companion’s special abilities can turn the tide of battle. Positioning and
movement are key elements in leveraging the companion’s strengths.

Roleplaying Your Companion

Beyond combat, animal companions add depth to roleplaying by reflecting the
character’s bond with nature and their personality. Developing the
companion’s traits, behaviors, and interactions enriches the narrative and
enhances player immersion.

Common Animal Companions and Their Strengths

Different animal companions bring unique benefits to a Pathfinder 2e
campaign. This section outlines popular choices and their key attributes to
assist players in selecting companions that suit their tactical and thematic
preferences.



Wolf

The wolf is a versatile companion known for its pack tactics and high
mobility. It excels in tracking and flanking opponents, making it an
excellent choice for players seeking a balanced combat partner.

Bear

Bears provide substantial durability and raw power, capable of soaking damage
and delivering heavy melee attacks. Their size and strength make them ideal
tanks in frontline engagements.

Hawk

Hawks offer aerial reconnaissance and swift strikes from above. Their flight
capability allows them to scout dangerous areas and harass enemies from
unexpected angles.

Big Cat

Big cats, such as panthers or lions, combine stealth and lethal melee
attacks. Their agility and ferocity make them effective ambushers and quick
skirmishers.

Wolf: Balanced offense and tracking

Bear: Durable frontline tank

Hawk: Aerial scout and striker

Big Cat: Stealthy ambusher

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of an animal companion in
Pathfinder 2e?
In Pathfinder 2e, an animal companion serves as a loyal ally to certain

classes like Rangers and Druids, providing additional combat support,
utility, and thematic flavor to the character.



How do you select an animal companion in Pathfinder
2e?

You typically select an animal companion through class features or archetypes
that grant access to companions, such as the Animal Companion class feature
for Druids or Rangers. The Pathfinder 2e guide provides a list of available
companions and their stat blocks.

What are the key statistics to consider when
choosing an animal companion?

Key statistics include the companion's Hit Points, Armor Class, attack
bonuses, damage, abilities, and special traits. Additionally, the companion's
size and movement types can affect its utility in different situations.

How does leveling up an animal companion work in
Pathfinder 2e?

Animal companions gain advancement by increasing in level alongside their
masters. As they level up, their Hit Points, attacks, skills, and abilities
improve according to progression tables outlined in the companion guide.

Can animal companions be customized in Pathfinder
2e?
Yes, animal companions can be customized through feats, training, and the

selection of specific animal companion options. The guide details various
feats and abilities that enhance or modify companion capabilities.

What are some popular animal companions 1in
Pathfinder 2e?

Popular animal companions include wolves, bears, hawks, and big cats like
panthers or tigers. Each offers unique abilities such as tracking, flight, or
powerful melee attacks.

Are there rules for animal companions in combat
scenarios?

Yes, animal companions act on their own initiative and can perform various
actions like attacking, aiding allies, or performing special maneuvers. The
guide explains how companions interact in combat, including actions they can
take and how to manage their turns.



How do animal companions interact with spells and
magical effects?

Animal companions can be affected by spells and magical effects just like any
other creature. Some spells specifically target companions or beasts, and the
guide outlines how to apply these effects properly.

Is it possible to have multiple animal companions in
Pathfinder 2e?

Generally, characters are allowed only one animal companion at a time, as per
class features. However, certain archetypes or spells might enable
controlling additional animals temporarily, but the core rules focus on a
single companion.

Additional Resources

1. Pathfinder 2e Bestiary: Animal Companions and Familiars

This comprehensive guide delves into the various animal companions and
familiars available in Pathfinder 2e. It provides stats, abilities, and
customization options to help players integrate these creatures seamlessly
into their campaigns. Whether you’re a druid, ranger, or any class that
benefits from an animal companion, this book is essential for mastering pet
mechanics.

2. The Companion’s Codex: Mastering Animal Allies in Pathfinder 2e

Focused on the bond between adventurer and animal, this book explores the
lore, training techniques, and combat strategies for animal companions. It
includes detailed archetypes, feats, and spells that enhance the companion’s
effectiveness. Players will find advice on roleplaying and building unique
animal partnerships.

3. Wild Bonds: A Pathfinder 2e Guide to Animal Companion Evolution

Explore the growth and progression of animal companions in this guide that
emphasizes leveling and evolving your loyal beast. It offers new archetypes,
trait options, and evolution paths to customize your companion’s abilities.
This book is ideal for players wanting a dynamic and powerful animal ally.

4. Beastmasters’ Handbook: Tactics and Training for Animal Companions
Designed for tacticians, this handbook covers combat maneuvers, positioning,
and teamwork between companions and their masters. It provides detailed
examples of coordinated attacks and defensive strategies. The book also
discusses how to train and discipline companions effectively in various
environments.

5. Companion Spirits: Magical Bonds and Familiars in Pathfinder 2e
This book focuses on the mystical side of animal companions, detailing
familiars, spirit animals, and magical bonds. It covers spells, rituals, and



’

magical feats that enhance the connection between caster and companion. It
perfect for players who want a magical twist on their animal allies.

S

6. The Ranger’s Best Friend: Animal Companion Options and Builds

Tailored specifically for rangers, this guide offers builds, feats, and
companion choices optimized for wilderness survival and combat. It explores
different animal species suited for various terrains and playstyles. Players
will find tips on maximizing synergy between ranger and companion.

7. Pathfinder 2e Creature Creation: Designing Custom Animal Companions

This book is a toolkit for GMs and players interested in creating their own
animal companions from scratch. It includes rules for balancing stats,
abilities, and traits to fit the campaign’s power level. The guide encourages
creativity while maintaining game balance and fairness.

8. Animal Companion Lore: History and Mythology in Pathfinder 2e

Delve into the rich background stories and cultural significance of animal
companions across Golarion. This lore book enhances roleplaying opportunities
and provides context for companion choices. It also includes legendary
companions and famous beastmasters from Pathfinder’s history.

9. Survival Instincts: Animal Companion Roles in Pathfinder 2e Combat and
Exploration

This practical guide breaks down the various roles animal companions can
play, from scouts to tanks to damage dealers. It offers strategies for
exploration, tracking, and combat support. Players can learn how to adapt
their companion’s skills to different challenges and environments.
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