
pathfinder 2e ancestries guide
pathfinder 2e ancestries guide offers an essential overview for players and game
masters seeking to understand the diverse ancestries available in the Pathfinder Second
Edition role-playing game. This guide will explore the core concept of ancestries, their
significance in character creation, and how they influence gameplay. It will cover the main
ancestries, including humans, elves, dwarves, and more exotic options, while also
explaining ancestry feats, heritage, and customization options. Additionally, the guide will
delve into the mechanical and narrative benefits of selecting different ancestries, helping
players optimize their characters. By the end, readers will have a comprehensive
understanding of how to effectively integrate ancestries into their Pathfinder 2e campaigns.
The following sections will provide a structured exploration of these topics.

Understanding Pathfinder 2e Ancestries

Core Ancestry Options

Heritage and Ancestry Feats

Customization and Character Building

Mechanical and Narrative Impacts

Understanding Pathfinder 2e Ancestries
In Pathfinder Second Edition, ancestries serve as the foundational element of character
creation, defining a character’s biological and cultural background. Unlike traditional races
in other role-playing games, ancestries in Pathfinder 2e emphasize flexibility and
customization, allowing players to craft unique characters within broad ancestry categories.
Each ancestry provides specific ability boosts, traits, and access to ancestry feats that
shape a character’s capabilities and identity throughout the game. Understanding the
mechanics behind ancestries is crucial for creating balanced and thematically consistent
characters. This section introduces the concept of ancestries and explains their role in the
overall character-building process.

The Role of Ancestries in Character Creation
Ancestries determine fundamental attributes such as ability score increases, size, speed,
and senses. They also influence the character’s available feats and special abilities. When
creating a character, selecting an ancestry is one of the first steps, as it directly impacts
the character’s strengths and weaknesses. These choices affect how a character interacts
with the game world, what roles they excel in, and how they develop over time. This
approach encourages players to think carefully about their character’s background and role
within the adventuring party.



Differences Between Ancestries and Backgrounds
While ancestries focus on the biological and racial aspects of a character, backgrounds
represent the character’s upbringing, education, and early life experiences. Backgrounds
provide additional ability boosts and skills but do not alter physical traits like size or speed.
Together, ancestries and backgrounds combine to create a fully fleshed-out character with
both mechanical advantages and narrative depth.

Core Ancestry Options
Pathfinder 2e offers a diverse range of core ancestries, each with distinct traits and cultural
flavor. The core rulebook includes several standard ancestries that serve as the backbone
for most campaigns. These ancestries provide a balance between mechanical benefits and
role-playing opportunities. Understanding the unique features of each core ancestry helps
players select the best fit for their character concept.

Human
Humans are the most versatile ancestry, known for their adaptability and ambition. They
receive ability boosts to two different ability scores of the player’s choice, representing
their diverse capabilities. Humans also gain an additional general feat at first level, making
them highly flexible and customizable. Their cultural diversity and widespread presence in
Golarion offer numerous role-playing opportunities.

Elf
Elves are known for their grace, keen senses, and longevity. They receive boosts to
Dexterity and Intelligence or Wisdom, depending on the chosen heritage. Elves typically
have enhanced vision, such as low-light or darkvision, and access to ancestry feats that
emphasize agility and magical aptitude. Their long lifespans contribute to unique narrative
possibilities.

Dwarf
Dwarves are sturdy and resilient, excelling in combat and craftsmanship. They gain
bonuses to Constitution and Wisdom or Strength, reflecting their toughness and practical
nature. Dwarves have resistance to poisons and some spells, as well as darkvision. Their
cultural emphasis on honor and tradition offers rich storytelling angles.

Gnome
Gnomes are small, curious, and magically inclined. They receive boosts to Constitution and
Charisma or Dexterity, making them resilient and personable. Gnome ancestries often
include unique magical abilities and feats that enhance their connection to the mystical.



Their whimsical and inquisitive nature provides a distinct role-playing flavor.

Halfling
Halflings are nimble and lucky, with a strong sense of community. They gain ability boosts
to Dexterity and Charisma or Constitution, making them agile and hardy. Halflings have
bonuses to saving throws against fear and can be particularly stealthy. Their cheerful
disposition and close-knit societies contribute to memorable character backgrounds.

Additional Ancestries
Beyond the core ancestries, Pathfinder 2e offers various optional and exotic ancestries such
as goblins, orcs, catfolk, and more. These ancestries bring unique traits and abilities that
can significantly alter gameplay and character options, often introducing culturally distinct
groups with their own lore and mechanics.

Heritage and Ancestry Feats
Heritage and ancestry feats are key components that differentiate characters within the
same ancestry. Heritage represents subtypes or specific cultural and biological variations,
while ancestry feats provide mechanical advantages and special abilities gained as
characters level up. This system enhances diversity and specialization among characters of
the same ancestry.

Understanding Heritage
Each ancestry includes multiple heritage options that reflect different regional, cultural, or
biological variations. For example, elves might have aquatic or woodland heritages, each
granting distinct traits and feats. Choosing a heritage allows players to tailor their
character's background and abilities to fit specific campaign settings or personal
preferences.

Using Ancestry Feats
Ancestry feats are selected at various levels and provide unique abilities ranging from
sensory enhancements to combat maneuvers and magical talents. These feats deepen
character customization and can complement class features and other character choices.
Players should consider their character’s role and personality when selecting ancestry feats
to maximize synergy and storytelling potential.

Examples of Popular Ancestry Feats



Elven Weapon Familiarity: Grants proficiency with elven weapons, enhancing
combat options.

Dwarven Stability: Provides bonuses to resist being knocked prone.

Halfling Nimble Dodge: Allows halflings to avoid attacks more effectively.

Gnome Scent: Enhances the ability to detect creatures by smell.

Customization and Character Building
Pathfinder 2e ancestries offer extensive customization possibilities that allow players to
build characters aligned with their vision and gameplay goals. Combining ancestry choices
with heritage, feats, backgrounds, and classes results in a rich tapestry of character
options. This section outlines strategies for effective character creation using ancestry
features.

Balancing Ability Boosts
Each ancestry provides specific ability boosts, which must be combined with boosts from
backgrounds and class choices. Players should plan these boosts strategically to optimize
their character’s primary attributes. Understanding how ancestry boosts interact with other
sources is essential for building effective characters.

Selecting Complementary Feats and Heritage
Choosing ancestry feats and heritage that complement a character’s class and role
enhances both mechanics and narrative cohesion. For example, a dwarf fighter might select
feats that improve damage resistance and battlefield control, while an elf wizard might
focus on feats that boost magical capabilities and mobility.

Incorporating Role-Playing Elements
Customization is not only mechanical but also narrative. Players should consider how their
ancestry and heritage influence their character’s worldview, culture, and interactions. This
approach enriches the storytelling experience and adds depth to the campaign.

Mechanical and Narrative Impacts
Choosing an ancestry in Pathfinder 2e has significant mechanical and narrative
consequences that affect gameplay and storytelling. Understanding these impacts helps
players and game masters create balanced and engaging characters and scenarios. This
section discusses how ancestries influence combat, exploration, social interaction, and role-



playing.

Combat and Ability Synergies
Different ancestries provide unique combat advantages such as resistances, special senses,
and physical traits. For example, dwarves’ resistance to poison and elves’ keen senses can
be strategically leveraged in encounters. Selecting ancestry feats that enhance these
strengths further improves combat effectiveness.

Exploration and Skills
Ancestries can affect skill proficiencies and exploration capabilities. Traits like darkvision or
scent allow characters to navigate and detect threats in various environments. These
abilities can open new tactical options during exploration and survival challenges.

Social and Cultural Role-Playing
Each ancestry brings cultural identity and societal norms that influence role-playing
opportunities and party dynamics. Game masters can use ancestry traits to develop rich
NPCs and storylines, while players can deepen their character’s background and
motivations. Ancestry choices can lead to unique interactions, alliances, or conflicts within
the game world.

Impact on Campaign Themes
The selection of ancestries can shape the tone and themes of a campaign. Including exotic
or uncommon ancestries can introduce elements of mystery, otherworldliness, or cultural
diversity. Conversely, focusing on core ancestries may emphasize traditional fantasy tropes
and familiar settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are ancestries in Pathfinder 2e?
Ancestries in Pathfinder 2e represent the character's species or lineage, such as Human,
Elf, Dwarf, Goblin, and more, each providing unique traits and abilities that influence
gameplay.

How do ancestries affect character creation in
Pathfinder 2e?
Ancestries determine a character's hit points, ability boosts, size, speed, and special
abilities, shaping their strengths and role in the party from the very beginning.



Can you customize your ancestry in Pathfinder 2e?
Yes, Pathfinder 2e allows customization of ancestries through heritage options and ancestry
feats, enabling players to tailor their character's abilities and background to suit their
playstyle.

What is the difference between ancestry and heritage
in Pathfinder 2e?
Ancestry refers to the broad category of a character's lineage (like Elf or Dwarf), while
heritage provides more specific traits or subtypes within that ancestry, offering additional
customization options.

Are there any new ancestries introduced in Pathfinder
2e that differ from Pathfinder 1e?
Yes, Pathfinder 2e introduces new ancestries such as Goblin and Leshy, and revises some
classic ancestries with updated traits and mechanics for a more balanced gameplay
experience.

How do ancestry feats work in Pathfinder 2e?
Ancestry feats are special abilities or bonuses tied to a character's ancestry that can be
selected at various levels, allowing characters to develop unique traits and enhance their
racial features.

Is it possible to multiclass or hybridize ancestries in
Pathfinder 2e?
Pathfinder 2e does not support multiclassing ancestries directly, but players can select
ancestry feats and archetypes that provide some hybrid or cross-ancestry abilities.

Where can I find a comprehensive guide to Pathfinder
2e ancestries?
Comprehensive guides to Pathfinder 2e ancestries can be found in the Pathfinder Core
Rulebook, the Advanced Player's Guide, and various official Paizo supplements and
community resources online.

How do ancestries impact roleplaying and story in
Pathfinder 2e?
Ancestries influence a character's cultural background, societal traits, and interactions with
the game world, offering roleplaying hooks and depth that enrich the storytelling
experience.



Additional Resources
1. Pathfinder 2e Ancestries Compendium
This comprehensive guide delves into the diverse ancestries available in Pathfinder 2nd
Edition, providing detailed lore, cultural backgrounds, and mechanical options for each. It
offers players and GMs a wealth of information to create rich character backstories and
unique campaign settings. The book also includes new ancestry feats, heritage options, and
roleplaying tips to enhance gameplay.

2. The Ancestral Origins: Exploring Pathfinder 2e Races
Explore the origins and traditions of the many ancestries found in Pathfinder 2e. This
volume covers classic ancestries such as elves, dwarves, and goblins, as well as newer or
less common options. Each chapter includes historical context, societal roles, and
mechanical adjustments to help integrate these ancestries seamlessly into your campaign.

3. Heritages and Lineages: Customizing Your Pathfinder 2e Character
Focus on the unique heritages and lineages that define a character's background and
abilities in Pathfinder 2e. This guide provides an in-depth look at ancestry feats, heritages,
and the ways to mix and match traits for custom character creation. It also includes advice
for players and GMs on balancing character options and maintaining narrative consistency.

4. Pathfinder 2e: The Ancestry Player’s Handbook
Designed for players eager to dive into ancestry options, this handbook breaks down the
various ancestries with easy-to-understand rules and character-building tips. It emphasizes
player choice and customization, featuring expanded feats and ancestry-specific
equipment. The book also offers guidance on how to roleplay different ancestries
authentically.

5. Fey and Beyond: Ancestries of the Wild in Pathfinder 2e
This guide explores ancestries connected to the wild and mystical realms, including fey-
touched lineages and beastkin. It provides rich descriptions of their natural habitats,
cultural nuances, and unique abilities. Additionally, it offers new ancestry feats and options
designed for wilderness exploration and magical campaigns.

6. Dark Ancestries: Shadow and Horror in Pathfinder 2e
Explore the darker side of ancestry options in this book, which includes undead, fiend-
touched, and other shadowy lineages. It delves into the lore of these ancestries, their
societal stigmas, and mechanical traits that reflect their sinister origins. This sourcebook is
perfect for players who want to create mysterious or morally complex characters.

7. Pathfinder 2e Ancestry Expansion: New Horizons
A sourcebook introducing entirely new ancestries and hybrid options for Pathfinder 2e,
expanding the playable races beyond the core rulebook. It features detailed backgrounds,
new heritages, and innovative ancestry feats to diversify character creation. The book also
includes GM advice on incorporating these new ancestries into existing worlds.

8. The Art of Ancestry: Visual Guide to Pathfinder 2e Races
A beautifully illustrated companion book showcasing the visual diversity of Pathfinder 2e
ancestries. Alongside stunning artwork, it provides concise descriptions, cultural notes, and
key mechanical features for each ancestry. This guide serves as both inspiration for players
and a resource for GMs designing immersive settings.



9. Pathfinder 2e Ancestry Lore and Legends
Dive into the myths, legends, and historical tales surrounding the various ancestries of
Pathfinder 2e. This narrative-focused book enriches the game world by providing stories
that highlight ancestry traditions and heroic figures. It includes adventure hooks and
campaign ideas centered around ancestry heritage and conflicts.
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