
passing score on cpa exam

passing score on cpa exam is a critical benchmark that candidates must understand to
successfully become licensed Certified Public Accountants. The CPA exam is a rigorous,
four-part test designed to assess the knowledge and skills essential for accounting
professionals. Achieving the passing score on the CPA exam is necessary to move forward
in the licensure process, but understanding what constitutes this score and how it is
calculated can be complex. This article explores the CPA exam passing score
requirements, including scoring methodology, section-specific details, and strategies to
achieve a successful result. Additionally, it covers common questions about score validity
and retake policies, providing a comprehensive guide for CPA candidates. The following
sections will break down these important factors in detail to equip test takers with the
knowledge needed to prepare effectively.
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Understanding the CPA Exam Passing Score
The passing score on CPA exam sections is a standardized benchmark used to determine
whether a candidate has demonstrated sufficient competence in accounting principles and
related knowledge areas. The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA)
sets this score to maintain high professional standards. Currently, a candidate must
achieve a minimum scaled score of 75 on each of the four exam sections to pass. This
score does not represent a percentage but rather a scaled score derived from the
candidate’s raw performance on multiple-choice questions, task-based simulations, and
written communication tasks. Understanding this threshold is essential for effective test
preparation and goal-setting.

What Does a Score of 75 Represent?
A score of 75 on the CPA exam is the minimum passing mark and indicates that the
candidate has met the competency requirements. It does not mean 75% correct answers;
rather, it is a scaled result that accounts for the difficulty of the exam version taken. The
scale ranges from 0 to 99, with scores below 75 considered failing. Achieving a 75 or



above confirms the candidate’s knowledge and skills meet the standards necessary for
professional practice.

Importance of the Passing Score
The passing score on CPA exam sections ensures consistent evaluation criteria for all
candidates nationwide. It helps maintain the integrity and trustworthiness of the CPA
credential by certifying that those who pass have demonstrated adequate proficiency. This
uniform standard also assists state boards of accountancy in licensing decisions.

CPA Exam Scoring Methodology
The process of calculating the passing score on the CPA exam involves a combination of
raw scoring and scaling methods to ensure fairness and consistency. The exam consists of
multiple-choice questions (MCQs), task-based simulations (TBSs), and, for some sections,
written communication tasks. Each of these components contributes to the final scaled
score.

Raw Scores and Weighted Components
The CPA exam assigns different weights to each component depending on the section.
Typically, MCQs make up about 50% of the total score, while TBSs account for the other
50%. For the Business Environment and Concepts (BEC) section, written communication
tasks also contribute to the final score. The raw score is the number of questions
answered correctly in each component, which is then converted to a weighted score.

Scaling and Equating Process
After raw scores are calculated, a scaling process adjusts scores based on the difficulty of
the exam form administered. This equating process ensures that candidates taking
different versions of the exam are evaluated fairly. The scaled score ranges from 0 to 99,
with 75 being the passing threshold.

Section-by-Section Passing Score Requirements
The CPA exam is divided into four sections, each with its own content focus and scoring
nuances. Candidates must pass each section individually by achieving the passing score on
CPA exam requirements for that section.

Auditing and Attestation (AUD)
The AUD section tests knowledge of auditing procedures, generally accepted auditing
standards, and professional responsibilities. Candidates must score at least 75 to pass,



with equal weighting between MCQs and simulations.

Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)
BEC evaluates knowledge of corporate governance, economics, financial management,
and information technology. This section includes written communication tasks, which are
scored separately but factored into the overall scaled score. A minimum score of 75 is
required to pass.

Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)
FAR is considered one of the most challenging sections, covering financial accounting
standards and reporting frameworks. Candidates must earn a 75 or higher on the scaled
score to pass FAR.

Regulation (REG)
REG focuses on taxation, business law, and ethics. As with other sections, the passing
score on CPA exam standards requires a scaled score of 75 or greater.

Factors Influencing the Passing Score
Several factors can influence the passing score on CPA exam sections, including exam
difficulty, candidate preparedness, and scoring methodology. Understanding these factors
can help candidates better manage their expectations and preparation strategies.

Exam Difficulty Variations
The CPA exam uses different versions of test forms to prevent cheating and maintain exam
integrity. The scaling process adjusts scores to account for varying difficulty levels,
ensuring fairness. Candidates taking more difficult versions are not penalized, as their
scores are equated accordingly.

Candidate Performance and Preparation
The key factor in achieving the passing score on CPA exam sections is thorough
preparation. Candidates with strong knowledge, effective study habits, and familiarity
with exam format are more likely to meet or exceed the 75-point threshold.



Scoring Policies and Updates
The AICPA periodically reviews and updates scoring policies to reflect changes in
accounting standards and exam content. Staying informed about these changes is
important for candidates to understand how their performance will be evaluated.

Strategies to Achieve the Passing Score on the
CPA Exam
Preparing to meet or exceed the passing score on CPA exam sections requires strategic
planning, disciplined study habits, and targeted practice. Effective strategies maximize the
likelihood of success.

Understand the Exam Content: Review the AICPA’s CPA Exam Blueprints to1.
identify tested topics and skills.

Create a Study Schedule: Allocate sufficient time for each section and adhere to a2.
consistent study routine.

Use Quality Study Materials: Invest in reputable CPA review courses and3.
materials that cover all exam components.

Practice Multiple-Choice Questions and Simulations: Regularly complete4.
practice questions to build familiarity and improve speed and accuracy.

Develop Written Communication Skills: For the BEC section, practice writing5.
clear and concise responses to business scenarios.

Take Full-Length Practice Exams: Simulate testing conditions to build stamina6.
and identify areas needing improvement.

Review and Analyze Mistakes: Focus on understanding errors to avoid repeating7.
them on the actual exam.

Managing Exam Day
On the day of the exam, candidates should ensure they are well-rested, arrive early, and
bring required identification. Managing time effectively during the exam and staying calm
under pressure are critical to performing well and achieving the passing score on CPA
exam sections.



Retake Policies and Score Validity
Understanding retake policies and score validity is vital for CPA candidates who do not
pass all sections on their first attempt. The passing score on CPA exam sections is
required for each individual part, and candidates may retake failed sections.

Section Validity Period
Once a candidate passes a section by achieving the passing score on CPA exam
requirements, that score is valid for 18 months. Candidates must pass all four sections
within this rolling 18-month period to qualify for licensure. Failing to do so results in
expiration of earlier passed sections, requiring retake.

Retake Waiting Periods
Candidates who fail to meet the passing score can retake the failed section after a
mandatory waiting period, typically 24 hours from the previous attempt. There is no limit
on the number of retakes, but candidates should use failures as learning opportunities to
improve future performance.

Score Release Schedule
The AICPA releases CPA exam scores on a quarterly basis following a set schedule.
Candidates should plan accordingly and use the waiting period to continue preparing for
any necessary retakes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the passing score for the CPA exam?
The passing score for each section of the CPA exam is 75 on a scale of 0 to 99.

Is the CPA exam passing score the same for all four
sections?
Yes, the passing score of 75 is consistent across all four sections: AUD, BEC, FAR, and
REG.

How is the CPA exam passing score of 75 determined?
The score of 75 represents a scaled score that accounts for difficulty variations in the
exam to ensure fairness.



Can you pass the CPA exam if you score below 75 on one
section?
No, to pass the CPA exam, you must score at least 75 on each individual section.

Are there different passing scores for international CPA
candidates?
No, the passing score of 75 applies uniformly to all CPA exam candidates, both domestic
and international.

How often do CPA exam passing scores change?
The passing score of 75 has been consistent for many years and changes are very rare.

Does a score of 75 mean you answered 75% of the CPA
exam correctly?
No, the score is scaled and does not directly represent a percentage of correct answers.

What happens if you fail one CPA exam section?
You need to retake and pass the failed section by scoring at least 75 to move forward with
CPA certification.

Is there a minimum score required on each CPA exam
question to pass?
No, the CPA exam uses a cumulative scaled scoring system; you must achieve an overall
score of 75 or higher.

Where can I find official information about the CPA
exam passing score?
Official information about the CPA exam passing score can be found on the AICPA and
NASBA websites.

Additional Resources
1. Wiley CPAexcel Exam Review 2024 Study Guide
This comprehensive guide covers all four sections of the CPA exam with detailed lessons,
practice questions, and simulations. It is designed to help candidates understand key
concepts and improve their test-taking strategies. The book includes access to online
resources for additional practice and review.

2. Gleim CPA Review 2024



Gleim CPA Review is known for its thorough content coverage and adaptive learning
technology. This book provides extensive multiple-choice questions, task-based
simulations, and detailed explanations to reinforce understanding. It also offers tips on
how to manage exam time and tackle difficult questions.

3. Becker CPA Review: Comprehensive Study Materials
Becker’s study materials are widely recognized for their quality and effectiveness in
preparing candidates for the CPA exam. The book includes clear explanations, video
lectures, and numerous practice questions to build confidence. Additionally, it provides
strategies for mastering each exam section and achieving a passing score.

4. Roger CPA Review: Ultimate Exam Prep
Roger CPA Review features an engaging teaching style that simplifies complex accounting
topics. This book incorporates mnemonic devices and memorable lectures to enhance
retention. It offers practice exams and detailed answer explanations to help candidates
identify and improve weak areas.

5. Surgent CPA Review: Pass-Guaranteed Study Guide
Surgent CPA Review focuses on personalized learning paths and efficient study
techniques. The book includes adaptive practice questions that adjust to the candidate’s
skill level, helping to maximize study time. It also emphasizes understanding exam content
and applying knowledge to real-world scenarios.

6. CPA Exam For Dummies
This beginner-friendly guide breaks down the CPA exam content into manageable sections
and simple language. It provides practical advice on exam preparation, study schedules,
and stress management. The book includes practice questions and tips for avoiding
common pitfalls on exam day.

7. Fast Forward Academy CPA Review
Fast Forward Academy’s review book offers concise explanations and targeted practice
questions designed to boost exam readiness. It covers essential topics and provides
strategies for quick comprehension and retention. The book is ideal for candidates looking
to reinforce knowledge and improve test performance efficiently.

8. Elite CPA Review: Section-by-Section Study Guide
This study guide breaks down each exam section with in-depth content reviews and
practice problems. It focuses on building a strong conceptual foundation while
highlighting frequently tested areas. The book also includes test-taking tips and strategies
to help candidates confidently approach the exam.

9. CPA Exam Secrets Study Guide
The CPA Exam Secrets Study Guide offers insider tips and techniques for passing the
exam on the first try. It includes comprehensive reviews of exam topics, practice
questions, and strategies to overcome exam anxiety. The guide is designed to help
candidates develop a focused and effective study plan.
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