
partakers of the divine nature

partakers of the divine nature is a profound theological concept rooted in Christian doctrine,
emphasizing the transformative relationship between believers and God. This phrase, derived from
biblical scripture, particularly 2 Peter 1:4, underscores the spiritual union and moral transformation
that occurs when individuals embrace faith and the promises of salvation. Understanding what it
means to be partakers of the divine nature involves exploring themes of sanctification, grace, and
eternal life, as well as the implications for Christian living and identity. This article will delve into the
biblical foundation of the term, the theological interpretations across traditions, and its practical
significance for believers today. Additionally, it will examine related concepts such as divine
participation, sanctification, and the role of grace in the believer’s journey. The following sections will
provide a comprehensive overview, serving both theological inquiry and personal edification.

Biblical Foundation of Partakers of the Divine Nature

Theological Interpretations

Practical Implications for Believers

Sanctification and Divine Nature

Grace and Eternal Life

Biblical Foundation of Partakers of the Divine Nature
The phrase partakers of the divine nature primarily originates from the New Testament, specifically 2
Peter 1:4, which states that believers are given "exceedingly great and precious promises" that
enable them to become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world
caused by sinful desires. This passage serves as a cornerstone scripture for understanding the
concept, highlighting the believer’s transformation through God’s promises and power.

Scriptural Context and Meaning
In the biblical context, being partakers of the divine nature does not imply that humans become gods
by essence but that they share in God’s moral attributes, such as holiness, love, and righteousness.
This sharing is made possible through the incarnation of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit, which
sanctify believers and enable them to reflect God's character in their lives. The concept emphasizes
participation rather than possession, focusing on relational and moral transformation.

Old Testament Roots
While the explicit phrase appears in the New Testament, the idea has roots in the Old Testament,
where God’s people are called to be holy as He is holy (Leviticus 11:44-45). This call to holiness sets



the stage for the New Testament understanding that believers are invited into a divine fellowship,
reflecting God’s nature in their conduct and character.

Theological Interpretations
The doctrine of partakers of the divine nature has been interpreted and developed differently within
various Christian traditions. These interpretations explore how divine nature is imparted, its effects on
believers, and its relationship to salvation and sanctification.

Eastern Orthodox Perspective
In Eastern Orthodox theology, the concept is closely related to the doctrine of theosis, or deification,
where believers are called to become gods by grace, sharing in the divine energies of God without
altering God’s essence. Theosis is understood as the ultimate goal of the Christian life, involving a
transformative union with God that restores the image and likeness lost through sin.

Western Christian Views
Western Christianity, including Roman Catholicism and Protestantism, generally emphasizes
sanctification as the process by which believers grow in holiness and reflect God’s character. The
partaking of the divine nature is seen as an impartation of grace that enables moral renewal and
spiritual growth, though it stops short of the ontological transformation emphasized in Eastern
Orthodoxy.

Reformed Theology
Within Reformed traditions, the phrase is often understood in the context of union with Christ,
whereby believers receive justification and sanctification through faith. The divine nature is imparted
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which renews the believer’s heart and enables a godly life.

Practical Implications for Believers
Understanding oneself as a partaker of the divine nature carries significant practical implications for
daily Christian living, spiritual growth, and ethical conduct.

Transformation of Character
Believers are called to manifest the attributes of God such as love, patience, kindness, and holiness.
This transformation is evidence of their participation in the divine nature and serves as a witness to
the world of God’s work within them.



Empowerment for Holy Living
Participation in the divine nature empowers believers to overcome sin and resist worldly corruption. It
is through this divine enablement that believers pursue righteousness and exhibit spiritual
fruitfulness.

Assurance and Hope
The promise of partaking in the divine nature provides believers with assurance of salvation and hope
for eternal life. It affirms their identity in Christ and the certainty of their ultimate transformation into
God’s likeness.

List: Key Practices for Living as Partakers of the Divine Nature

Prayer and Communion with God

Regular Study and Meditation on Scripture

Participation in the Sacraments or Ordinances

Active Engagement in Christian Community

Obedience to God’s Moral Commands

Service and Love Toward Others

Sanctification and Divine Nature
Sanctification is the process by which believers are progressively made holy, aligning more closely
with the divine nature. This process is integral to the experience of partakers of the divine nature.

Positional and Progressive Sanctification
Positional sanctification refers to the believer’s status as set apart in Christ at salvation, while
progressive sanctification is the ongoing transformation of the believer’s character. Both aspects
highlight how divine nature influences the believer’s life.

Role of the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit plays a central role in sanctification by indwelling believers, renewing their minds, and
producing spiritual fruit. This divine presence is essential for believers to genuinely partake of the
divine nature.



Grace and Eternal Life
Grace is the unmerited favor of God that initiates and sustains the believer’s relationship with the
divine nature. It is through grace that the promises enabling believers to become partakers of the
divine nature are realized.

Grace as Foundation for Divine Participation
Without grace, the transformation implied by partaking in the divine nature would be impossible.
Grace is the means by which God imparts His life to believers, enabling them to live in accordance
with His will.

Connection to Eternal Life
Partaking of the divine nature is not only about present transformation but also about the promise of
eternal life. Believers look forward to a complete and permanent sharing in God’s nature in the life to
come, fulfilling the hope of resurrection and eternal fellowship with God.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'partakers of the divine nature' mean?
The phrase 'partakers of the divine nature' refers to believers who share in God's moral qualities and
spiritual life, emphasizing transformation into Christlikeness and participation in God's holiness.

Where is the phrase 'partakers of the divine nature' found in
the Bible?
The phrase is found in 2 Peter 1:4, where the apostle Peter speaks about believers receiving promises
that enable them to become partakers of the divine nature.

How can believers become partakers of the divine nature
according to Christian teaching?
Believers become partakers of the divine nature through faith in Jesus Christ, receiving the Holy Spirit,
and living a life of obedience and holiness, growing in grace and spiritual maturity.

What is the significance of being a partaker of the divine
nature in Christian life?
Being a partaker of the divine nature signifies a transformation that leads to victory over sin, growth
in virtue, and a closer relationship with God, reflecting His character in everyday life.



Does being a partaker of the divine nature mean believers
become gods?
No, it does not mean believers become gods in essence; rather, they share in God's moral qualities
and spiritual life through grace, remaining distinct from God's divine nature.

How does 2 Peter 1:4 describe the promises that enable
partaking in the divine nature?
2 Peter 1:4 describes these promises as divine and precious, granting believers escape from
corruption caused by worldly desires and enabling them to partake of God's nature.

What role does holiness play in being partakers of the divine
nature?
Holiness is central, as partaking in the divine nature involves growing in purity, righteousness, and
moral excellence, reflecting God's holy character in the believer's life.

Are there any other biblical references that support the
concept of partaking in the divine nature?
Yes, passages like John 1:12-13, Romans 8:16-17, and 1 John 3:2 support the idea of believers being
children of God and sharing in His divine life.

How does the concept of partakers of the divine nature
influence Christian ethics?
It encourages believers to pursue virtues such as love, faith, and self-control, striving to embody
God's character and live morally upright lives.

What practical steps can Christians take to grow as partakers
of the divine nature?
Practical steps include regular prayer, studying Scripture, fellowship with other believers, practicing
spiritual disciplines, and actively pursuing a holy and obedient life.

Additional Resources
1. Partakers of the Divine Nature: The Transformative Power of God’s Promise
This book explores the biblical foundation of becoming partakers of the divine nature, focusing on 2
Peter 1:4. It delves into how God’s promises empower believers to overcome sin and grow in holiness.
The author provides practical guidance for spiritual transformation and living a Christ-centered life.

2. Divine Participation: Unlocking the Mystery of God’s Life Within Us
This work examines the theological concept of divine participation, explaining how believers share in
God’s nature through grace. It blends scriptural insights with historical perspectives from the Church



Fathers. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of sanctification and spiritual growth.

3. In Christ: The Journey to Sharing God’s Nature
Focusing on the New Testament teachings, this book highlights the process of becoming like Christ
through the indwelling Holy Spirit. It addresses the implications of being “in Christ” and how this
union transforms our identity and purpose. The author encourages readers to embrace their divine
inheritance.

4. The Divine Nature Within: Exploring theosis and Christian Spirituality
This title offers an introduction to the Eastern Orthodox concept of theosis, or deification, where
believers become partakers of the divine nature. It discusses the spiritual disciplines and practices
that facilitate this transformative union with God. The book serves as a bridge between theology and
practical spirituality.

5. Grace and Glory: Living as Partakers of the Divine Nature
This book emphasizes the role of grace in enabling believers to partake in God’s nature. It explores
the balance between divine initiative and human response in the journey of sanctification. The author
provides biblical examples and contemporary applications for living a life marked by holiness and
glory.

6. God’s Nature in Us: Biblical Foundations for Spiritual Transformation
A comprehensive study of scriptures that teach about the impartation of God’s nature to believers.
The text highlights key passages and theological themes that underscore spiritual renewal and moral
growth. It is aimed at readers seeking a strong biblical basis for their faith and practice.

7. Transformed by His Nature: The Christian Call to Divine Fellowship
This book invites readers to understand the intimate fellowship with God that results in partaking of
His nature. It explores themes of communion, holiness, and eternal life as outcomes of this divine
relationship. The writing is both inspirational and doctrinal, suitable for personal devotion or group
study.

8. Becoming Like Him: The Path to Partaking in the Divine Nature
Focused on practical steps, this title guides believers in cultivating Christlike character through
spiritual disciplines and reliance on the Holy Spirit. It offers encouragement and instruction for those
seeking deeper transformation and intimacy with God. The approach is pastoral and accessible.

9. The Promise Fulfilled: Experiencing the Divine Nature Through Faith
This book addresses the fulfillment of God’s promise to make believers partakers of His divine nature
through faith in Jesus Christ. It discusses the assurance, hope, and empowerment that come from this
divine relationship. The author combines theological insight with heartfelt encouragement for the
Christian journey.
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