
paradise lost by john milton in plain
english

paradise lost by john milton in plain english is a way to understand one of
the greatest epic poems of English literature without the difficulty of
Milton’s complex language. This article explores the main themes, characters,
and storyline of Paradise Lost, presenting them in clear, accessible
language. It aims to demystify the poem’s intricate ideas about good and
evil, free will, and redemption. Readers will gain insight into the ways
Milton’s masterpiece addresses the biblical story of Adam and Eve, Satan’s
rebellion, and the fall of mankind. By focusing on paradise lost by john
milton in plain english, the article provides a detailed and engaging
overview for students, educators, and literature enthusiasts. The following
sections will cover the poem’s background, plot summary, major themes,
important characters, and its lasting impact on literature.
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Background and Context of Paradise Lost

Understanding paradise lost by john milton in plain english starts with
knowing the historical and literary background of the poem. Written in the
17th century, Paradise Lost was first published in 1667 during a time of
political and religious upheaval in England. John Milton, a poet and
intellectual, was deeply influenced by his Puritan beliefs and the turmoil of
the English Civil War. The poem reflects Milton’s views on authority,
obedience, and the nature of evil.

Milton chose to write an epic poem in blank verse, which was unusual for
English poetry at the time. He based the poem on the biblical story of the
Fall of Man from the Book of Genesis but expanded it with his own
interpretations and philosophical ideas. Paradise Lost aims to “justify the
ways of God to men,” exploring profound questions about divine justice and
human freedom.

Plot Summary in Plain English

Paradise Lost tells the story of how Adam and Eve, the first humans, lived in
the Garden of Eden before disobeying God and bringing sin into the world. The
poem is divided into twelve books and begins with Satan and his followers
being cast out of Heaven after rebelling against God.



The narrative follows Satan’s journey to Earth, where he tempts Eve to eat
the forbidden fruit. This act leads to the fall of humanity and the loss of
paradise. Despite the tragic consequences, the poem also presents hope for
redemption through the future coming of Jesus Christ.

Main Events in the Story

Satan’s rebellion and expulsion from Heaven1.

Satan’s journey through Chaos to Earth2.

The creation of Adam and Eve in Eden3.

Satan’s temptation of Eve and the Fall4.

God’s judgment and the promise of salvation5.

Major Themes in Paradise Lost

Paradise Lost explores several important themes that are still relevant
today. The poem raises questions about good and evil, free will, obedience,
and the consequences of choices. It also deals with the nature of sin and
redemption.

Good vs. Evil

The conflict between good and evil is central to paradise lost by john milton
in plain english. Satan represents rebellion and pride, while God symbolizes
order and righteousness. The poem shows how evil arises from the misuse of
free will and the rejection of divine authority.

Free Will and Responsibility

Milton emphasizes the importance of free will, as Adam and Eve must choose
whether to obey God. Their decision to eat the forbidden fruit is an exercise
of their freedom but leads to suffering. This theme highlights human
responsibility for actions and the moral consequences that follow.

Obedience and Disobedience

The tension between obedience to divine law and the desire for independence
is explored throughout the poem. Satan’s rebellion and Adam and Eve’s
disobedience serve as warnings about the dangers of pride and defiance.

Key Characters Explained Simply

A clear understanding of paradise lost by john milton in plain english
includes knowing the main characters and their roles.



Satan

Satan is the poem’s antagonist, a fallen angel who rebels against God. He is
proud, cunning, and determined to corrupt God’s creation. Despite his evil
actions, Milton portrays Satan as a complex character with tragic qualities.

Adam

Adam is the first man created by God. He lives in harmony with nature and
God’s will until his choice to eat the forbidden fruit changes everything.
Adam represents innocence, humanity, and the struggle to understand good and
evil.

Eve

Eve is created as Adam’s companion. She is curious and trusting, which leads
to her being tempted by Satan. Her decision to eat the fruit highlights
themes of temptation and the consequences of choices.

God and the Son

God is the omnipotent creator who allows free will but enforces justice. The
Son of God offers hope for redemption, promising salvation despite mankind’s
fall.

Literary Style and Language Made Accessible

One of the challenges of paradise lost by john milton in plain english is
Milton’s original use of complex and archaic language. The poem is written in
blank verse, which means it has no rhyme but follows a rhythm called iambic
pentameter. This style gives the poem a grand and formal tone but can be
difficult for modern readers.

To understand the poem easily, it helps to break down Milton’s sentences and
look at the meaning behind his metaphors and symbols. Milton uses vivid
imagery, allusions to classical mythology, and biblical references to enrich
the story.

Blank verse rhythm supports the epic storytelling

Imagery highlights the contrast between Heaven, Hell, and Earth

Symbolism deepens themes of sin and redemption

Classical and biblical references connect the poem to larger traditions

Impact and Legacy of Paradise Lost

Paradise Lost remains one of the most important works in English literature.
Its exploration of profound religious and philosophical questions continues
to inspire readers and scholars alike. The poem has influenced countless
writers, artists, and thinkers over the centuries.



By presenting paradise lost by john milton in plain english, this article
contributes to making the poem accessible to a broader audience.
Understanding Milton’s masterpiece helps appreciate its artistic beauty,
moral depth, and historical significance.

Milton’s work also paved the way for modern interpretations of biblical
stories and themes of human nature, freedom, and the struggle between good
and evil. The poem’s legacy endures in literary studies, theology, and
popular culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Paradise Lost' by John Milton about?

'Paradise Lost' is an epic poem that tells the story of the Fall of Man,
describing how Adam and Eve were tempted by Satan and ate the forbidden
fruit, leading to their expulsion from the Garden of Eden.

Who is the main character in 'Paradise Lost'?

The poem features several important characters, but the main focus is on
Satan, Adam, and Eve. Satan is portrayed as a complex character who rebels
against God, while Adam and Eve represent humanity.

Why did John Milton write 'Paradise Lost' in blank
verse?

Milton chose blank verse, which is unrhymed iambic pentameter, because it
allowed him to write in a grand and flexible style suitable for epic
storytelling without the constraints of rhyme.

What themes are explored in 'Paradise Lost'?

The poem explores themes such as free will, obedience and disobedience, the
nature of good and evil, temptation, and redemption.

How does 'Paradise Lost' portray Satan?

In 'Paradise Lost', Satan is portrayed as a proud and rebellious figure who
defies God, but he is also shown as tragic and persuasive, which makes him a
complex and memorable character.

What is the significance of 'Paradise Lost' in
English literature?

'Paradise Lost' is considered one of the greatest works in English literature
because of its profound themes, its influence on later writers, and its
powerful use of language and epic storytelling.



Additional Resources
1. Paradise Regained by John Milton
This is a sequel to Paradise Lost, focusing on the temptation of Christ in
the wilderness. It explores themes of obedience, redemption, and the triumph
of good over evil. The poem contrasts the fall of man with the possibility of
salvation through Jesus.

2. John Milton: Life, Work, and Influence
This biography provides an overview of Milton’s life and the historical
context of his writings. It examines how his political beliefs and personal
experiences shaped Paradise Lost. The book also discusses Milton’s lasting
impact on literature and culture.

3. The Epic of Paradise Lost: A Reader’s Guide
A straightforward guide to understanding the complex themes and characters in
Paradise Lost. It breaks down the poem’s structure and symbolism to help
readers appreciate Milton’s epic storytelling. The book is ideal for students
and casual readers alike.

4. Satan in Paradise Lost: The Tragic Hero
This book delves into the character of Satan as portrayed by Milton,
analyzing his motivations and role in the epic. It discusses the idea of
Satan as a tragic figure and his influence on modern interpretations of evil.
The author explores why Satan remains a compelling character in literature.

5. Theology and Morality in Paradise Lost
This work examines the religious and ethical questions raised by Milton in
Paradise Lost. It explores themes such as free will, obedience to God, and
the nature of sin. The book provides insight into the poem’s moral lessons
and theological arguments.

6. Milton’s Epic Poetry: Style and Symbolism
Focusing on Milton’s poetic techniques, this book explains his use of blank
verse, imagery, and classical references. It highlights how these elements
contribute to the grandeur and depth of Paradise Lost. Readers gain an
appreciation for Milton’s craftsmanship.

7. The Fall of Man: Stories and Interpretations
This collection of essays explores different retellings and interpretations
of the biblical story of the Fall of Man. It includes analysis of Paradise
Lost alongside other literary and artistic works. The book shows how this
story has influenced Western thought.

8. Women in Paradise Lost
This book studies the roles of Eve and other female figures in Milton’s epic.
It discusses themes of gender, power, and innocence within the poem. The
analysis sheds light on Milton’s views on womanhood and their relevance
today.

9. Classical Influences on Paradise Lost
Exploring the ancient Greek and Roman myths that inspired Milton, this book
traces the classical roots of Paradise Lost. It explains how Milton adapted
these stories to fit his Christian epic. Readers learn about the fusion of
classical and biblical traditions in the poem.
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