
packers backup qb history
Packers backup QB history is a fascinating journey through the evolution of
one of the NFL's most storied franchises. The Green Bay Packers, founded in
1919, are known for their rich legacy and have had a significant impact on
the history of professional football. While the spotlight often shines on
starting quarterbacks, the role of the backup quarterback has been crucial to
the team's success over the years. This article will explore the history of
backup quarterbacks for the Packers, their contributions, and the
implications of their performances for the franchise.

Early Years and Development

The concept of a backup quarterback has evolved over the years, especially in
the early days of the NFL. The Packers’ early backup QBs often had dual
roles, sometimes playing other positions or even contributing on special
teams. Here’s a brief look at some of the notable early backup quarterbacks
for the Packers:

Arnie Herber (1930s): While primarily known as the starter, Herber had
backup duties early in his career and helped establish the Packers’
passing game.

Paul Hornung (1960s): Known as a versatile player, Hornung occasionally
filled in at quarterback when needed, although he was primarily a
running back and kicker.

These early players laid the groundwork for the importance of having a
reliable second-string quarterback as the league began to evolve.

The Lombardi Era

During the 1960s, the Packers experienced unprecedented success under head
coach Vince Lombardi. Backup quarterbacks during this period played essential
roles in maintaining team performance and depth.

Notable Backups

1. Zeke Bratkowski: Perhaps the most famous backup quarterback in Packers
history, Bratkowski played a crucial role during the 1960s. He was known for
his strong arm and ability to step in when starting quarterback Bart Starr



was injured or needed a rest. Bratkowski's contributions helped the Packers
secure multiple NFL Championships.

2. Don Horn: A first-round draft pick in 1967, Horn had limited success as a
backup. He was known more for his potential than his actual contributions
during games, but his presence added depth to the quarterback roster.

The Lombardi era solidified the importance of backup quarterbacks in the
Packers' championship run, as injuries or fatigue could easily change the
outcome of a game.

The 1970s and 1980s: A Period of Transition

The Packers experienced ups and downs in the following decades. The
transition from the Lombardi era to the subsequent years was marked by
struggles, and the role of the backup quarterback became even more
pronounced.

Key Backup Quarterbacks

- Jim Zorn: Zorn joined the Packers in the early 1980s, providing experience
and stability during a tough period for the franchise. Although he was not
the starter, Zorn's ability to manage games helped the team avoid disastrous
seasons.

- Lynn Dickey: While Dickey was primarily a starter, he had to contend with
injuries and inconsistent play. This underscored the need for a reliable
backup, which the Packers struggled to find during parts of the 1980s.

The fluctuating performance of the starting quarterbacks during this time
made the search for a solid backup a recurring theme.

The Favre Era

With the arrival of Brett Favre in 1992, the Packers entered a new era of
success. Favre would go on to become one of the greatest quarterbacks in NFL
history, but the need for a capable backup remained critical.

Backup Quarterbacks Under Favre

1. Mark Brunell: Before becoming a Pro Bowl quarterback with the Jacksonville
Jaguars, Brunell served as Favre's backup during the early years of his
career. Though he had limited playing time, Brunell showcased his skills in



relief appearances.

2. Doug Pederson: Pederson was another important backup during Favre's
tenure. He was known for his understanding of the game and ability to step in
when necessary. Pederson later became a successful head coach, highlighting
the importance of backup quarterbacks in developing future leaders.

3. Aaron Rodgers: The future Hall of Famer was drafted in 2005 to serve as
Favre's backup. Rodgers spent three years learning under Favre's mentorship,
which would prove invaluable for his later success as a starter.

The Favre era reinforced the significance of having a talented backup who
could learn and develop while supporting the starter.

The Rodgers Era and Recent History

As Brett Favre's career came to an end, Aaron Rodgers took over as the
starting quarterback in 2008. The transition was seamless, thanks in part to
the preparation and experience Rodgers gained as a backup.

Recent Backup Quarterbacks

- Matt Flynn: Flynn is perhaps best known for his remarkable performance in
relief of Rodgers during the 2013 season, when he threw for over 480 yards in
a game against the Detroit Lions. Flynn's ability to step in and perform at a
high level solidified his place in Packers history.

- Brett Hundley: Hundley served as Rodgers' backup during injuries in the
2017 season. Although the team struggled during that time, Hundley's
experience highlighted the challenges faced by backup quarterbacks in a high-
pressure environment.

- Jordan Love: Drafted in the first round of 2020, Love has been groomed as
Rodgers' successor. His development as a backup has been closely watched,
with expectations that he will eventually take the reins as the starting
quarterback.

The Packers' recent history has continued to showcase the importance of
having a solid backup quarterback, particularly as the league evolves and
injuries become more common.

The Role of a Backup Quarterback

The role of a backup quarterback is multifaceted and crucial for any NFL
team. Here are some key responsibilities and traits that define successful



backups:

Preparation: Backup quarterbacks must be ready to step in at a moment's
notice, requiring diligent preparation and practice.

Leadership: They often serve as mentors to younger players and need to
maintain team morale, especially during challenging times.

Adaptability: Each game presents unique challenges, and backups must
adapt to different game plans and styles of play.

Game Management: Backup quarterbacks need to understand how to manage
games effectively without making costly mistakes.

Conclusion

The Packers backup QB history is a testament to the importance of depth in
the quarterback position. From the early years of the franchise through the
Lombardi era, the Favre years, and into the Rodgers era, backup quarterbacks
have played crucial roles in maintaining the team's competitiveness and
success. The legacy of these players continues to shape the franchise,
highlighting that a strong backup is often just as important as the starter.
As the Packers move forward, the development of new talent and the
cultivation of backup quarterbacks will remain a key focus for the
organization.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the starting quarterback for the Green Bay
Packers before Aaron Rodgers?
Brett Favre was the starting quarterback for the Green Bay Packers before
Aaron Rodgers took over in 2008.

Who was the backup quarterback for the Packers
during the 2010 Super Bowl season?
The backup quarterback for the Green Bay Packers during the 2010 Super Bowl
season was Matt Flynn.



What notable achievement did Packers backup QB Matt
Flynn accomplish in 2011?
In 2011, Matt Flynn threw for 480 yards and 6 touchdowns in a single game
against the Detroit Lions, setting a franchise record.

Which backup quarterback replaced Aaron Rodgers
after his injury in the 2017 season?
Brett Hundley replaced Aaron Rodgers after his injury in the 2017 season.

What is the historical significance of the Packers'
backup quarterbacks?
The historical significance of the Packers' backup quarterbacks lies in their
ability to step up during critical moments, such as leading the team during
injuries or transitions, and some have even become starters in the league.

Who was the backup quarterback for the Packers
during their 2015 NFC Championship game run?
Scott Tolzien served as the backup quarterback for the Green Bay Packers
during their 2015 NFC Championship game run.

How has the Packers' approach to backup quarterbacks
changed over recent years?
The Packers have increasingly focused on developing young talent through the
draft, emphasizing a strong quarterback development program to prepare
backups for potential starting roles.
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