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Pack tactics DnD 5e is a game mechanic that can dramatically elevate the
strategy and enjoyment of encounters in Dungeons & Dragons 5th Edition.
Introduced in various monster stat blocks, pack tactics allow creatures to
work together effectively, simulating the behaviors of predatory animals and
enhancing their combat capabilities. This article will explore what pack
tactics are, how they function within the rules of D&D 5e, and how Dungeon
Masters (DMs) and players can leverage this mechanic for memorable gaming
experiences.

Understanding Pack Tactics

Pack tactics is a special ability that allows a creature to gain advantages
in combat when it is fighting alongside allies. Specifically, if an allied
creature is within 5 feet of a target and the ally is not incapacitated, the
creature with pack tactics can roll with advantage on its attack rolls
against that target. This mechanic mirrors real-world animal behavior, where
predators often hunt in groups to increase their chances of success.

The Mechanics of Pack Tactics

Here’s a breakdown of how pack tactics work in D&D 5e:

1. Advantage on Attack Rolls: When a creature that has pack tactics attacks a
creature within 5 feet of an ally, it can roll two d20s and take the higher
result. This significantly increases the likelihood of hitting the target.

2. Ally Proximity: The critical aspect of pack tactics is that it relies on
the positioning of allies. For pack tactics to activate, the allied creature
must be adjacent to the target (within 5 feet) and must not be incapacitated.

3. Applicable Creatures: Pack tactics are typically associated with creature
types that exhibit pack behavior, such as wolves, certain undead, and other
predatory monsters. However, DMs can creatively apply this mechanic to
various creatures to enhance encounters.

Examples of Creatures with Pack Tactics

Many creatures in the D&D 5e Monster Manual feature the pack tactics ability.
Here are some notable examples:

- Wolves: These classic predators can easily flank opponents, making them
deadly in groups.
- Goblins: Often found in large packs, goblins can overwhelm players with
sheer numbers, utilizing their pack tactics to gain the upper hand.
- Swarm of Insects: This creature type can use pack tactics to deal
significant damage through overwhelming numbers.

Understanding which creatures possess pack tactics can help players and DMs
prepare for encounters, allowing for strategic positioning and planning.



How to Use Pack Tactics in Combat

For both players and DMs, understanding how to use pack tactics effectively
can shift the balance of encounters. Here are some strategies to consider:

For Dungeon Masters

1. Flanking: Position creatures with pack tactics to flank the players,
maximizing their advantage. This can create a scenario where players need to
think strategically about their positioning.

2. Environmental Factors: Use the terrain to create bottlenecks or obstacles
that force players into close quarters with creatures that have pack tactics.
This can enhance the challenge of the encounter.

3. Coordinated Attacks: Have creatures with pack tactics communicate or
coordinate their attacks. This can add an extra layer of threat when players
realize they are not just fighting individual monsters but a cohesive unit.

4. Create Diverse Encounters: Incorporate a mix of creatures with and without
pack tactics to keep players on their toes. This can create dynamic combat
scenarios where they must prioritize targets effectively.

For Players

1. Target Prioritization: Identify creatures that have pack tactics and
eliminate them first. Reducing the number of enemies that can gain advantage
on attacks can drastically improve the party's survival chances.

2. Utilize Control Spells: Spells that create barriers or control enemy
movement (such as Entangle or Wall of Fire) can disrupt the formation of
creatures that rely on pack tactics, allowing players to mitigate their
effectiveness.

3. Positioning and Mobility: Keep an eye on positioning. Players should avoid
getting separated from one another, as this can allow pack-tactic-enabled
creatures to exploit gaps in defenses.

4. Focus Fire: Work as a team to eliminate threats quickly. If you can take
out one creature with pack tactics, it not only decreases the overall threat
but also reduces the advantage they can gain from their allies.

Strategic Considerations for Pack Tactics

When designing encounters or engaging in combat, consider the following
strategic elements related to pack tactics:

- Group Composition: A balanced mix of creatures can keep players guessing.
Including a few creatures with pack tactics can create a tense atmosphere
while giving players opportunities to use their abilities strategically.

- Monster Hit Points: Consider the hit points and resistances of creatures



with pack tactics. A creature that can withstand initial hits can act as a
formidable anchor for the rest of the pack.

- Player Abilities: Encourage players to think creatively about their
abilities and spells. Many classes have features or spells that can
counteract pack tactics effectively, such as area-of-effect spells or crowd-
control abilities.

Conclusion

Pack tactics DnD 5e provide an exciting layer of strategy and realism to
combat encounters. By understanding how this mechanic works, DMs can create
challenging yet fair encounters, while players can develop effective
strategies to counteract the advantages offered by these tactics. Whether
you’re a seasoned player or a new DM, incorporating pack tactics into your
games can lead to more engaging and dynamic storytelling within the world of
Dungeons & Dragons.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are pack tactics in Dungeons & Dragons 5th
Edition?

Pack tactics is a feature that allows a creature to gain advantage on attack
rolls against a target if at least one of the creature's allies is within 5
feet of that target and isn't incapacitated.

Which creatures typically have the pack tactics
feature?

Pack tactics is commonly associated with various predatory and social
creatures, such as wolves, kobolds, and some fiends. It emphasizes their
cooperative hunting behavior.

How does pack tactics affect gameplay in D&D 5E?

Pack tactics can significantly enhance a creature's effectiveness in combat,
making it crucial for players and DMs to think strategically about
positioning and teamwork during encounters.

Can pack tactics be used in combination with other
features?

Yes, pack tactics can be combined with other features that grant advantage or
enhance attacks, allowing for powerful synergies that can overwhelm players
if used effectively.

Does pack tactics apply if the ally is incapacitated?

No, pack tactics only grants advantage on attack rolls if at least one ally



is within 5 feet of the target and is not incapacitated.

How can players counteract enemies using pack
tactics?

Players can counteract pack tactics by spreading out their characters to
avoid being within 5 feet of the same enemy or by using spells and abilities
that control the battlefield, such as area effects or forced movement.

Are there any specific strategies for using pack
tactics effectively?

To use pack tactics effectively, position your creatures close together,
coordinate attacks on a single target, and make sure to take advantage of
terrain and cover to protect your allies.

Can pack tactics be used with ranged attacks?

Pack tactics is primarily designed for melee attacks, but if the creature has
allies within 5 feet of the target, it can still gain advantage on ranged
attacks against that target.
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