
oxford university press a very short
introduction

Oxford University Press A Very Short Introduction is an integral part of the
renowned publishing house's initiative to provide concise, accessible
information on a variety of subjects. Established in the early 20th century,
the Very Short Introductions series has grown to encompass a wide range of
topics, from philosophy to science, and from history to literature. This
article delves into the history, significance, content, and impact of Oxford
University Press’s Very Short Introductions, providing a comprehensive
overview of this remarkable educational resource.

History of Oxford University Press

Oxford University Press (OUP) is the largest university press in the world,
with a history dating back to 1586. Initially, it was established to print
academic texts and religious materials for the University of Oxford. Over the
centuries, OUP has evolved into a global publishing powerhouse, producing a
diverse array of scholarly works, dictionaries, and educational materials.

The Birth of Very Short Introductions

The Very Short Introductions series was launched in 1995, aiming to meet the
growing demand for concise yet informative texts that present complex
subjects in a clear and engaging manner. The series was designed to cater to
a wide audience, including students, educators, and general readers seeking
to deepen their understanding of various fields.

What is the Very Short Introductions Series?

The Very Short Introductions series consists of hundreds of titles covering a
multitude of subjects. Each book is written by an expert in the field,
ensuring that readers receive accurate and insightful information. These
books typically range from 100 to 150 pages, making them quick reads that
distill essential concepts and ideas without overwhelming the reader.

Key Features of the Series

1. Concise Content: Each book provides an overview of the subject, breaking
down complex ideas into easily digestible parts.
2. Expert Authors: Renowned scholars and specialists contribute to the
series, ensuring high-quality content.
3. Wide Range of Topics: From history and philosophy to science and
literature, there is a title for everyone.
4. Accessibility: The language used is straightforward, making these books
suitable for readers with varying levels of prior knowledge.
5. Engaging Design: The books are visually appealing, often featuring
illustrations, charts, and graphs to enhance understanding.



Popular Titles in the Series

The Very Short Introductions series has produced numerous popular titles that
have garnered significant attention. Some of the standout books include:

Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction by Edward Craig - This title
explores fundamental philosophical questions and ideas, making
philosophy accessible to newcomers.

Shakespeare: A Very Short Introduction by Stanley Wells - This book
delves into the life and works of one of the most celebrated playwrights
in history.

Artificial Intelligence: A Very Short Introduction by Margaret A. Boden
- An insightful overview of AI's history, current applications, and
ethical considerations.

Economics: A Very Short Introduction by Partha Dasgupta - A primer on
the principles of economics, exploring its relevance in today’s world.

Globalization: A Very Short Introduction by Manfred B. Steger - A
comprehensive look at globalization's impact on politics, culture, and
the economy.

Benefits of Reading Very Short Introductions

There are numerous advantages to reading books from the Very Short
Introductions series, including:

1. Quick Learning

In our fast-paced world, time is often a luxury. The concise nature of these
books allows readers to quickly grasp the essentials of a topic, making them
ideal for those who want to learn without committing to lengthy texts.

2. Broadening Perspectives

The series covers a wide array of subjects, encouraging readers to explore
new areas of knowledge. This exposure can lead to a more well-rounded
understanding of the world and inspire further study.

3. Enhanced Academic Performance

For students, these books can serve as valuable supplementary materials. They
provide clear explanations and context that can enhance comprehension of
course material, ultimately leading to improved academic performance.



4. Engaging Writing Style

The authors of these books are skilled at presenting information in an
engaging manner. This makes reading an enjoyable experience, encouraging
readers to delve deeper into topics of interest.

Impact of the Very Short Introductions Series

The Very Short Introductions series has made a significant impact on
education and popular culture. By providing accessible and authoritative
resources, OUP has democratized knowledge, allowing individuals from various
backgrounds to engage with complex subjects.

1. Academic Use

Many educators incorporate Very Short Introductions into their curricula to
provide students with foundational knowledge before delving into more
advanced materials. This approach not only aids comprehension but also
fosters a culture of lifelong learning.

2. Public Engagement

The series has played a crucial role in public engagement with academic
topics. By making scholarly knowledge accessible, OUP has helped bridge the
gap between academia and the general public, encouraging informed discussions
on important issues.

3. Global Reach

With titles available in multiple languages and a global distribution
network, the Very Short Introductions series has reached a diverse audience.
This international appeal underscores the universal relevance of the topics
covered.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Oxford University Press A Very Short Introduction stands as a
testament to the importance of accessible education. By condensing complex
subjects into concise, engaging texts, the series provides valuable resources
for learners of all ages and backgrounds. Whether you’re a student seeking to
supplement your studies, a professional looking to broaden your knowledge, or
simply a curious reader, the Very Short Introductions series offers a wealth
of information that can enhance your understanding of the world. The series
not only enriches individual minds but also contributes to a more informed
and educated society. So, pick up a title today and embark on your journey of
discovery!



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Oxford University Press: A Very Short
Introduction' about?

It provides an overview of the history, impact, and significance of Oxford
University Press, exploring its role in publishing and education.

Who is the author of 'Oxford University Press: A Very
Short Introduction'?

The book is authored by T. H. L. (Tim) Parker, who discusses the evolution
and influence of the press.

What are some key themes discussed in the book?

Key themes include the educational mission of the press, its adaptation to
digital publishing, and its contributions to scholarly communication.

How does the book address the global reach of Oxford
University Press?

It highlights the press's international presence, collaborations, and the
diversity of its publications across various languages and cultures.

Is 'Oxford University Press: A Very Short
Introduction' suitable for academic study?

Yes, it is suitable for academic study as it provides concise yet informative
insights into the history and operations of one of the world's leading
academic publishers.

What format does the book follow?

The book follows a concise format typical of the 'Very Short Introductions'
series, making complex topics accessible to a general audience.

Can this book be used as a resource for understanding
the publishing industry?

Absolutely, it serves as a useful resource for anyone interested in the
publishing industry, particularly in the context of academic and educational
publishing.

What makes 'Oxford University Press: A Very Short
Introduction' unique?

Its unique perspective comes from its blend of historical context, current
practices, and future challenges faced by the press in a changing market.



Where can I purchase 'Oxford University Press: A Very
Short Introduction'?

The book can be purchased through various online retailers, including Amazon,
and is also available in academic bookstores.
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