
oxford companion to military history

Oxford Companion to Military History is an extensive and authoritative reference work that delves into

the multifaceted aspects of military history. This companion serves as a vital resource for historians,

students, and anyone interested in the evolution of warfare, military strategies, and the socio-political

implications of conflicts throughout history. In this article, we will explore the key features of the Oxford

Companion to Military History, its significance, and its contributions to the field of military studies.

Overview of the Oxford Companion to Military History

The Oxford Companion to Military History was first published in 1996 and has since become a

cornerstone in military historiography. Edited by renowned historians, the companion compiles

contributions from various experts, providing a comprehensive overview of military history from ancient

times to the modern era. The text is structured to facilitate easy navigation through its extensive

entries, which cover a wide range of topics related to warfare.

Structure and Content

The Oxford Companion to Military History is organized in a user-friendly format, allowing readers to

access information quickly. The entries range from concise definitions to in-depth articles on significant

events, figures, and concepts in military history. The structure includes:

- Chronological Entries: These entries provide a timeline of significant military events, allowing readers

to understand the progression of warfare over the centuries.

- Biographical Entries: Profiles of key military figures, from generals and strategists to political leaders,

help to contextualize their contributions and impact on military history.

- Thematic Entries: These sections explore overarching themes in military history, such as technology,



strategy, and the relationship between war and society.

- Geographical Entries: Focused on specific regions, these entries provide insights into how geography

has influenced military engagements and the development of military institutions.

Significance of the Oxford Companion to Military History

The Oxford Companion to Military History holds substantial significance for several reasons:

1. Comprehensive Coverage

One of the most remarkable features of this companion is its comprehensive coverage of military

history. It encapsulates a wide array of topics, including:

- Major wars and battles

- Military strategies and tactics

- The evolution of military technology

- The role of women in the military

- The impact of war on culture and society

This extensive coverage ensures that readers gain a well-rounded understanding of military history,

making it an essential resource for both casual readers and scholars.

2. Contribution to Academic Research

The Oxford Companion to Military History is a valuable asset for academic research. Its entries are

meticulously written and often include bibliographies that direct readers to primary and secondary

sources for further study. This feature enhances the companion's utility as a research tool, facilitating



scholarly pursuits in military history.

3. Accessibility for Diverse Audiences

The companion is designed to be accessible to a broad audience. Whether a novice in military history

or an experienced scholar, readers can find valuable insights tailored to their level of understanding.

The clear and concise writing style, combined with the organization of content, makes it easy for

anyone to engage with the material.

Key Themes Explored in the Oxford Companion to Military

History

Throughout its entries, the Oxford Companion to Military History addresses several key themes that

are central to understanding warfare and its implications:

1. The Evolution of Warfare

One of the primary themes in military history is the evolution of warfare itself. The companion

examines how warfare has transformed from ancient battles fought with rudimentary weapons to

modern conflicts characterized by advanced technology and complex strategies. This evolution reflects

changes in society, politics, and the economy, making it a crucial area of study.

2. Military Strategy and Tactics

The companion delves deep into the development of military strategy and tactics. It explores the ideas



of prominent military theorists such as Carl von Clausewitz and Sun Tzu, analyzing their contributions

to our understanding of warfare. The examination of different strategic approaches and their

effectiveness in various historical contexts helps readers appreciate the art of war.

3. The Impact of War on Society

Another significant theme is the impact of war on society. The companion discusses how wars have

shaped nations, influenced cultural identities, and altered social structures. It highlights the connections

between military conflicts and broader societal changes, such as the rise of nationalism, the role of

propaganda, and the consequences of war on civilian populations.

4. The Role of Technology in Warfare

The advancement of technology has always been a driving force in military history. The Oxford

Companion examines how innovations, from gunpowder to cyber warfare, have transformed the nature

of conflict. The impact of technological advancements on strategy, tactics, and the outcomes of battles

is a recurring theme in the companion.

Utilizing the Oxford Companion to Military History

For those interested in exploring military history, the Oxford Companion serves as an invaluable

reference tool. Here are some tips for effectively utilizing this resource:

Start with the Index: The comprehensive index allows readers to locate specific topics quickly.1.

Explore the Bibliographies: Use the bibliographies in entries to find additional sources for2.



research or further reading.

Dive into Thematic Sections: For a more nuanced understanding, explore thematic sections that3.

connect various aspects of military history.

Use Chronological Entries: To grasp the timeline of military events, refer to the chronological4.

entries as a framework for understanding historical context.

Conclusion

The Oxford Companion to Military History stands as a monumental achievement in the field of military

studies. Its comprehensive coverage, accessibility, and scholarly rigor make it an essential reference

for anyone interested in the complexities of warfare and its profound impact on society. By bridging the

gap between past and present, the companion provides invaluable insights into the nature of conflict

and the lessons that can be learned from history. Whether for academic research, personal interest, or

professional development, the Oxford Companion to Military History is a key resource that enriches our

understanding of military affairs and their enduring implications for humanity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Oxford Companion to Military History'?

The 'Oxford Companion to Military History' is a comprehensive reference work that provides an

overview of military history, covering significant events, themes, and figures from various periods and

regions.



Who are the editors of the 'Oxford Companion to Military History'?

The 'Oxford Companion to Military History' was edited by John Keegan, a renowned military historian,

along with contributions from various experts in the field.

What topics are covered in the 'Oxford Companion to Military History'?

The volume covers a wide range of topics including military strategy, battles, technological

advancements, military theory, and the social and political implications of warfare.

How does the 'Oxford Companion to Military History' differ from other

military history books?

Unlike many military history books that focus on specific battles or periods, the 'Oxford Companion to

Military History' offers a broader, thematic approach that integrates various aspects of military history in

a concise format.

Is the 'Oxford Companion to Military History' suitable for academic

research?

Yes, the 'Oxford Companion to Military History' is suitable for academic research as it provides reliable

information, references, and insights into military history that can support scholarly work.

What is the significance of the 'Oxford Companion to Military History'

in understanding contemporary military issues?

The 'Oxford Companion to Military History' is significant for understanding contemporary military issues

as it contextualizes modern conflicts within historical frameworks, helping readers to analyze current

military strategies and policies.
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