
owls ii scoring manual
Owls II Scoring Manual is an essential resource in the field of psychological assessment,
particularly for evaluating cognitive abilities and emotional functioning in children and adolescents.
The OWLS II, or the Oral and Written Language Scales, Second Edition, is a standardized test designed
to measure language skills in various contexts. This article delves into the intricacies of the OWLS II
Scoring Manual, detailing its purpose, structure, scoring methods, and practical applications.

Understanding the OWLS II

The OWLS II is specifically developed to provide professionals with a comprehensive evaluation of
language proficiency, including both oral and written language. It is primarily used by school
psychologists, speech-language pathologists, and educational professionals to assess language
development in children aged 3 to 21 years.

Purpose of the OWLS II

The primary objectives of the OWLS II are:

1. Assessment of Language Skills: To evaluate a child's oral and written language capabilities,
including listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
2. Identification of Language Disorders: To assist in diagnosing specific language impairments or
learning disabilities.
3. Inform Intervention Strategies: To provide data that can guide educational and therapeutic
interventions tailored to the child's needs.

Structure of the OWLS II

The OWLS II consists of two main scales:

1. Oral Language Scale (OLS): This evaluates both listening comprehension and oral expression.
2. Written Language Scale (WLS): This assesses reading comprehension and written expression.

Each scale is further divided into several subtests, allowing for a detailed analysis of a child's
language abilities.

Components of the Scales

- Oral Language Scale (OLS):
- Listening Comprehension: Evaluates the ability to understand spoken language through various
tasks that require the child to listen and respond.



- Oral Expression: Assesses the ability to express thoughts verbally, including vocabulary, grammar,
and narrative skills.

- Written Language Scale (WLS):
- Reading Comprehension: Measures the understanding of written texts, involving tasks that require
the child to read and answer questions.
- Written Expression: Examines the ability to convey ideas through writing, assessing grammar,
structure, and coherence.

Administration of the OWLS II

Administering the OWLS II requires trained professionals who can follow standardized procedures to
ensure accurate results. The test can be administered individually or in a group setting, but individual
administration is preferred for a more accurate assessment.

Preparation for Administration

Before administering the OWLS II, practitioners should:

- Review the scoring manual thoroughly.
- Gather all required materials, including response forms and any necessary teaching aids.
- Ensure a quiet, distraction-free environment for testing.
- Establish a comfortable rapport with the child to alleviate anxiety.

Testing Session Structure

The testing session may involve the following steps:

1. Introduction: Explain the purpose of the assessment to the child in a reassuring manner.
2. Instructions: Provide clear, age-appropriate instructions for each subtest.
3. Testing: Administer the tests while maintaining a neutral demeanor to avoid influencing the child's
responses.
4. Recording Responses: Document the child's answers accurately, noting any behaviors that may
impact performance.

Scoring the OWLS II

The scoring process is critical in interpreting the results of the OWLS II accurately. The OWLS II
Scoring Manual provides detailed guidelines on how to score each subtest.



Scoring Procedures

1. Raw Scores: Each test item has a predetermined score based on the child's response. These scores
are tallied to obtain a raw score for each subtest.
2. Standard Scores: Raw scores are converted into standard scores using normative data provided in
the manual. This allows comparison of a child's performance to that of peers.
3. Percentile Ranks: These scores indicate the percentage of peers that the child performed better
than, offering additional context for interpretation.
4. Interpretation of Scores: The manual also includes guidelines on how to interpret scores to
determine the presence of language disorders or delays.

Examples of Scoring

- For listening comprehension, if a child answers 15 out of 20 questions correctly, the raw score would
be 15. This score is then referenced against the normative data to find the corresponding standard
score and percentile rank.
- In written expression, the evaluator assesses the quality of the child’s writing based on criteria such
as structure, vocabulary usage, and coherence, assigning scores based on a rubric outlined in the
manual.

Applications of the OWLS II Results

The results from the OWLS II can be applied in various contexts, including:

1. Educational Planning: Results can inform individualized education plans (IEPs) for students with
language-related challenges.
2. Therapeutic Interventions: Speech-language pathologists can design targeted therapy based on
specific areas of need identified through the assessment.
3. Research: Data collected from the OWLS II can contribute to research studies focused on language
development and disorders.

Reporting Results

When reporting results, practitioners should:

- Provide a summary of the child’s performance across all scales.
- Highlight areas of strength and areas needing improvement.
- Offer recommendations for intervention or further assessment based on the findings.

Conclusion

The OWLS II Scoring Manual is a vital tool for professionals assessing language skills in children and



adolescents. Its comprehensive approach to evaluating oral and written language abilities allows for
effective identification of language disorders and the development of tailored intervention strategies.
By understanding the structure, administration, and scoring of the OWLS II, practitioners can provide
valuable insights that support children's educational and therapeutic journeys. The manual not only
serves as a guide for scoring and interpretation but also underscores the importance of accurate and
informed assessments in fostering language development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the OWLS II Scoring Manual?
The OWLS II Scoring Manual is designed to provide guidelines for scoring the OWLS II assessment,
which evaluates oral language skills and literacy in individuals. It offers detailed instructions on
interpreting test results and how to apply them effectively.

Who can benefit from using the OWLS II Scoring Manual?
The OWLS II Scoring Manual is beneficial for psychologists, speech-language pathologists, educators,
and other professionals involved in assessing language abilities. It aids them in understanding and
using the OWLS II assessment results for intervention planning.

Are there any updates or revisions to the OWLS II Scoring
Manual?
Yes, the OWLS II Scoring Manual has undergone revisions since its initial publication to incorporate
new research findings, improve scoring accuracy, and enhance usability for practitioners. It’s essential
to refer to the latest edition for the most current information.

How does the OWLS II Scoring Manual support interpretation
of scores?
The OWLS II Scoring Manual provides comprehensive norms, guidelines, and examples to help
clinicians interpret the scores effectively. It includes information on how to contextualize the results
within the individual's background and the implications for educational or therapeutic interventions.

Is training required to use the OWLS II Scoring Manual
effectively?
While formal training is not strictly required, it is highly recommended. Understanding the scoring
process and interpretation methods outlined in the OWLS II Scoring Manual can significantly enhance
the accuracy of assessments and the effectiveness of resulting interventions.
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