
our friend martin worksheet

Our Friend Martin Worksheet is an educational resource designed to help students engage with the

themes and concepts presented in the animated film "Our Friend Martin." This film tells the story of a

young boy, Martin, who is on a journey to understand the importance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and

his contributions to the civil rights movement. The accompanying worksheet serves as a tool for

educators to facilitate discussions, enhance comprehension, and encourage critical thinking among

students about issues of race, equality, and justice. This article will explore the components,

objectives, and effective strategies for utilizing the Our Friend Martin Worksheet in an educational

setting.

Overview of Our Friend Martin

"Our Friend Martin" is a 1999 animated film produced by the American public television network PBS

and is centered around the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The film introduces young audiences to

the struggles and triumphs of the civil rights movement through the eyes of a child. The story follows a

young boy named Martin who, along with his friend, is transported back in time to pivotal moments in

Dr. King's life. The narrative not only highlights significant historical events but also emphasizes the

values of courage, kindness, and the importance of standing up against injustice.

The Importance of the Film

1. Educational Value:

The film serves as an engaging introduction to civil rights history for children, making complex themes

accessible and relatable.

2. Cultural Awareness:



It encourages discussions about race, equality, and the importance of understanding diverse

perspectives.

3. Inspiration:

Dr. King's messages of nonviolence and social justice continue to resonate, inspiring new generations

to advocate for change.

Components of the Our Friend Martin Worksheet

The Our Friend Martin Worksheet is divided into various sections, each targeting different educational

objectives. The worksheet typically includes the following components:

1. Vocabulary Activities

- Word Matching: Students match key terms related to the civil rights movement with their definitions.

- Fill-in-the-Blanks: Students complete sentences with appropriate vocabulary words to reinforce their

understanding.

2. Comprehension Questions

Comprehension questions are designed to assess students' understanding of the film’s themes and

characters. Examples of questions include:

- What were some of the challenges Dr. King faced during the civil rights movement?

- How did Martin and his friend learn about the importance of equality?

- What lessons can we apply to our lives today from Dr. King’s teachings?



3. Reflection and Discussion Prompts

This section encourages students to think critically about the film's messages. Prompts may include:

- Discuss a time when you witnessed an act of injustice. What did you do?

- How can we promote equality and justice in our community?

- What qualities do you admire in Dr. King, and how can you embody those qualities in your own life?

4. Creative Activities

Creative activities allow students to express their understanding of the film through art and writing.

Examples include:

- Drawing or Collage: Create a visual representation of a significant moment from the film.

- Personal Narrative: Write a short essay about a person you admire and how they inspire you to

make a difference.

Objectives of the Our Friend Martin Worksheet

The worksheet is designed with specific educational objectives in mind:

1. Enhance Understanding of Historical Context

Students will gain a deeper understanding of the civil rights movement, its key figures, and the societal

impact of Dr. King's work.



2. Foster Empathy and Critical Thinking

By exploring themes of injustice and equality, students will develop empathy for those who faced

discrimination and will learn to think critically about contemporary social issues.

3. Encourage Active Participation

The worksheet promotes active engagement through discussions and creative projects, encouraging

students to take ownership of their learning.

4. Support Language Development

Through vocabulary exercises and written reflections, the worksheet helps enhance students' language

skills and comprehension.

Effective Strategies for Using the Worksheet

To maximize the educational impact of the Our Friend Martin Worksheet, educators can implement the

following strategies:

1. Pre-Viewing Activities

Before watching the film, introduce students to key vocabulary and concepts related to the civil rights

movement. This preparation will help them better understand the film's context.



2. Group Discussions

Facilitate group discussions after viewing the film. Encourage students to share their thoughts on the

characters' actions and the implications of the events portrayed.

3. Incorporate Multimedia Resources

Utilize additional resources such as documentaries, articles, or interviews with civil rights activists to

provide a broader perspective on the issues presented in the film.

4. Connect to Current Events

Encourage students to relate the themes of the film to contemporary social justice issues. This

connection can foster a sense of responsibility and empowerment among students to advocate for

change.

5. Foster a Safe Environment for Discussion

Create a classroom atmosphere where students feel safe to express their thoughts and feelings about

sensitive topics. Establish ground rules to promote respect and understanding during discussions.

Conclusion

The Our Friend Martin Worksheet is a powerful educational tool that not only enhances students'

understanding of an important historical figure but also encourages meaningful discussions about race,



equality, and justice. By engaging with the film and completing the worksheet, students develop a

greater appreciation for the civil rights movement and the ongoing fight for social justice. Through

thoughtful activities and discussions, educators can help shape compassionate and informed citizens

who are prepared to make a difference in their communities. By fostering a sense of empathy and

critical thinking, the Our Friend Martin Worksheet serves as a vital resource in the pursuit of a more

equitable society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the 'Our Friend Martin' worksheet?

The main theme of the 'Our Friend Martin' worksheet is to educate students about the life and legacy

of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and the importance of civil rights.

How can educators effectively use the 'Our Friend Martin' worksheet

in the classroom?

Educators can use the worksheet as a discussion starter, group activity, or as part of a larger lesson

plan on civil rights, encouraging students to engage with the material through critical thinking and

reflection.

What age group is the 'Our Friend Martin' worksheet suitable for?

The 'Our Friend Martin' worksheet is primarily designed for elementary to middle school students,

making it suitable for ages 8 to 14.

Are there any specific historical events highlighted in the 'Our Friend

Martin' worksheet?

Yes, the worksheet highlights key historical events such as the Civil Rights Movement, the

Montgomery Bus Boycott, and the March on Washington, emphasizing Dr. King's role in these events.



What types of activities are included in the 'Our Friend Martin'

worksheet?

The worksheet includes a variety of activities such as reading comprehension questions, reflection

prompts, and creative assignments like drawing or writing about what they learned.

Is the 'Our Friend Martin' worksheet available online?

Yes, many educational resources, including the 'Our Friend Martin' worksheet, are available online

through various educational websites and platforms.

Can the 'Our Friend Martin' worksheet be used for remote learning?

Absolutely! The 'Our Friend Martin' worksheet can be easily adapted for remote learning by assigning

it as a digital document or PDF for students to complete at home.

What skills do students develop by completing the 'Our Friend Martin'

worksheet?

Students develop critical thinking, reading comprehension, and empathy skills by learning about

historical figures and their impact on society through the 'Our Friend Martin' worksheet.

How does the 'Our Friend Martin' worksheet promote discussions

about diversity and inclusion?

The worksheet promotes discussions about diversity and inclusion by encouraging students to reflect

on the values of equality, justice, and respect for all individuals, inspired by Dr. King's teachings.
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