orton gillingham writing program

Orton-Gillingham Writing Program is an instructional approach that emphasizes a structured and
systematic method for teaching reading, writing, and spelling to individuals, especially those with
dyslexia and other related learning difficulties. This program is grounded in the principles of phonetics
and multi-sensory learning, which helps learners make connections between sounds, letters, and
meanings. Developed by Dr. Samuel Orton and Anna Gillingham in the early 20th century, the Orton-
Gillingham approach has evolved into a comprehensive writing program that caters to diverse
learning needs. This article explores the key components, principles, and benefits of the Orton-
Gillingham Writing Program.

Understanding the Orton-Gillingham Approach

The Orton-Gillingham approach is unique in its focus on the individual learner. It is not a one-size-fits-
all method; rather, it is tailored to the specific needs and strengths of each student. Below are some
fundamental aspects of this approach:

1. Phonemic Awareness

Phonemic awareness is the ability to recognize and manipulate the sounds in spoken words. In the
Orton-Gillingham Writing Program, phonemic awareness is crucial for developing writing skills. Here
are some strategies used to enhance phonemic awareness:

- Sound Isolation: Identifying individual sounds in words.
- Sound Blending: Combining sounds to form words.
- Sound Segmentation: Breaking words into their constituent sounds.

2. Structured Literacy

Structured literacy refers to a systematic approach to teaching reading and writing that emphasizes
the understanding of the language's structure. The Orton-Gillingham Writing Program incorporates
structured literacy by focusing on:

- Phonics: Teaching the relationships between letters and sounds.
- Vocabulary: Building a strong vocabulary base through direct instruction.
- Fluency: Developing reading and writing fluency through practice and repetition.

3. Multi-Sensory Learning

One of the defining features of the Orton-Gillingham approach is its emphasis on multi-sensory
learning. This method engages multiple senses to reinforce learning. Here are the modalities typically
involved:



- Visual: Using letters and words in written form.
- Auditory: Listening to sounds and speaking words aloud.
- Kinesthetic: Engaging in physical activities, such as writing letters in sand or using letter tiles.

Components of the Orton-Gillingham Writing Program

The Orton-Gillingham Writing Program is composed of several key components that work together to
foster writing proficiency:

1. Direct Instruction

The program employs direct instruction strategies where teachers explicitly teach writing skills. This
includes:

- Modeling Writing Techniques: Demonstrating how to structure sentences and paragraphs.

- Guided Practice: Providing opportunities for students to practice writing with teacher support.
- Independent Writing: Encouraging students to apply what they’ve learned in their writing.

2. Lesson Planning

Lessons are carefully planned to ensure a logical progression of skills. Each lesson typically includes:
- Review of Previous Concepts: Reinforcing prior knowledge to build confidence.

- Introduction of New Material: Presenting new writing skills and concepts.
- Practice Activities: Engaging students in activities that reinforce the new material.

3. Assessment and Feedback

Assessment is an ongoing process within the Orton-Gillingham Writing Program. It includes:
- Formative Assessment: Regular check-ins to monitor student progress and understanding.

- Summative Assessment: Evaluating student writing skills at the end of a unit or term.
- Feedback: Providing constructive feedback to help students improve their writing.

Benefits of the Orton-Gillingham Writing Program

The Orton-Gillingham Writing Program offers numerous benefits for students, particularly those with
learning difficulties. Some of these benefits include:



1. Individualized Learning

Every student receives personalized instruction tailored to their specific needs. This individualized
attention helps address unique challenges and promotes confidence in writing abilities.

2. Improved Writing Skills

Through systematic instruction and practice, students develop stronger writing skills. They learn to
structure their thoughts, use proper grammar, and expand their vocabulary.

3. Enhanced Reading Skills

The interconnectedness of reading and writing in the Orton-Gillingham approach means that
improvements in writing often lead to enhancements in reading skills, including comprehension.

4. Increased Engagement

The multi-sensory approach keeps students engaged and motivated. By incorporating various
modalities, students are more likely to enjoy the learning process and take an active role in their
education.

5. Lifelong Skills

The skills developed through the Orton-Gillingham Writing Program are not just academic; they are
life skills. Strong writing abilities foster effective communication, critical thinking, and self-expression.

Implementation of the Orton-Gillingham Writing
Program

To implement the Orton-Gillingham Writing Program effectively, educators and parents should
consider the following steps:

1. Training and Professional Development

Teachers should undergo specific training in the Orton-Gillingham approach. This training equips them
with the knowledge and skills to deliver instruction effectively.



2. Creating a Supportive Environment

A positive and supportive learning environment is crucial. This includes:

- Providing necessary resources and materials.
- Encouraging a growth mindset among students.
- Celebrating small successes to motivate learners.

3. Collaboration with Parents

Collaboration with parents is essential for reinforcing skills at home. Educators can:

- Share strategies and activities that parents can use.
- Provide regular updates on their child's progress.
- Encourage open communication between home and school.

4. Utilizing Technology

Incorporating technology can enhance the learning experience. Tools such as educational apps and
software can provide additional practice and engagement opportunities for students.

Conclusion

The Orton-Gillingham Writing Program is a powerful tool for teaching writing to students with diverse
learning needs. Its structured, multi-sensory approach not only enhances writing skills but also fosters
a love for learning. By emphasizing phonemic awareness, structured literacy, and individualized
instruction, educators can help students overcome challenges and achieve their writing potential. As
the program continues to evolve and adapt to the needs of learners, it remains a vital resource in the
field of education, ensuring that all students have the opportunity to express themselves effectively
through writing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Orton-Gillingham writing program?

The Orton-Gillingham writing program is a structured, multi-sensory approach designed to teach
reading and writing skills, particularly to individuals with dyslexia and other learning disabilities. It
emphasizes the connection between sounds, letters, and words to improve literacy.



Who can benefit from the Orton-Gillingham writing program?

The Orton-Gillingham writing program is beneficial for individuals with dyslexia, learning disabilities,
or those who struggle with reading and writing skills. It is also useful for educators looking to
implement effective literacy strategies in their classrooms.

How is the Orton-Gillingham writing program structured?

The program is structured around direct, explicit instruction that is systematic and sequential. It
incorporates visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning modalities to engage students and reinforce
the connections between letters, sounds, and words.

What are some key components of the Orton-Gillingham
writing program?

Key components of the Orton-Gillingham writing program include phonemic awareness, phonics
instruction, vocabulary development, reading fluency, comprehension strategies, and writing practice,
all tailored to meet individual learning needs.

Is the Orton-Gillingham writing program effective for older
students?

Yes, the Orton-Gillingham writing program can be effective for older students, including adolescents
and adults. It can help them improve their reading and writing skills, build confidence, and develop
strategies for academic success.
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