
orton gillingham training california
Orton Gillingham training California is a specialized approach designed to help individuals
with dyslexia and other reading difficulties. This training is rooted in a structured,
multisensory method that enables educators and tutors to effectively teach reading and
writing skills. With its increasing recognition and implementation across schools and
educational programs, Orton Gillingham training is becoming an essential resource for
educators in California and beyond. This article explores the fundamentals of Orton
Gillingham training, its significance in the educational landscape, and the various training
opportunities available in California.

Understanding Orton Gillingham Approach

The Orton Gillingham approach is a time-tested method of instruction developed in the
1930s by Dr. Samuel Orton and Anna Gillingham. This approach is characterized by its
structured, systematic, and multisensory techniques, which cater to the diverse learning
needs of students, particularly those with dyslexia.

Core Principles of the Orton Gillingham Approach

1. Multisensory Learning: Engaging multiple senses (visual, auditory, and kinesthetic) to
help students understand and retain information.
2. Structured and Sequential: Lessons are carefully organized in a logical sequence,
building upon prior knowledge.
3. Individualized Instruction: Each student receives tailored instruction based on their
unique needs and learning pace.
4. Diagnostic and Prescriptive: Teachers assess student performance continuously and
adjust instruction accordingly.
5. Language-Based: Focus on the structure of language, including phonology, orthography,
and morphology.

Significance of Orton Gillingham Training

The importance of Orton Gillingham training cannot be overstated, especially in California,
where the diversity in student populations can lead to varying degrees of literacy
challenges. The training provides educators with the tools to effectively teach students who
struggle with reading and writing.

Benefits for Educators

- Enhanced Skill Set: Teachers gain specialized knowledge in addressing dyslexia and other



reading difficulties.
- Increased Confidence: Training equips educators to implement effective strategies,
boosting their confidence in teaching.
- Professional Development: Completing Orton Gillingham training can lead to advanced
certifications and career advancement.
- Positive Student Outcomes: Educators trained in this method often see significant
improvement in their students' literacy skills.

Benefits for Students

- Improved Reading and Writing Skills: Students develop foundational skills that enhance
their literacy.
- Boosted Self-Esteem: As students experience success in reading, their confidence and
motivation improve.
- Tailored Learning: Instruction is customized to fit individual learning styles, ensuring
better engagement and understanding.
- Long-Term Academic Success: Mastery of reading skills sets the stage for future academic
achievements.

Training Options in California

California offers a variety of Orton Gillingham training programs, ranging from introductory
courses to advanced certifications. These programs are available through universities,
private organizations, and professional development workshops.

Types of Training Programs

1. Introductory Workshops: These are short courses designed to provide an overview of the
Orton Gillingham approach. Participants learn fundamental concepts and techniques that
they can start implementing immediately in their classrooms.

2. Comprehensive Certification Programs: These programs offer in-depth training, often
spanning several months. Participants learn to deliver the Orton Gillingham approach
effectively and may receive certification upon completion.

3. Online Training: Many organizations offer online courses that provide flexibility for
educators who may not be able to attend in-person sessions. These courses often include
video lessons, interactive components, and assessments.

4. University-Based Programs: Some universities in California incorporate Orton Gillingham
training into their teacher preparation programs or offer it as a standalone certification.



Notable Training Providers in California

- International Dyslexia Association (IDA) - California Branch: The IDA offers various
workshops and training sessions focusing on the Orton Gillingham approach, catering to
educators and parents alike.

- The Dyslexia Training Institute: This organization provides comprehensive certification
programs and workshops throughout California, emphasizing practical application in
classrooms.

- University Programs: Institutions like the University of California, Berkeley, and California
State University offer courses that include Orton Gillingham methodologies as part of their
education curricula.

Getting Certified in Orton Gillingham

Obtaining certification in the Orton Gillingham approach can enhance an educator's
credentials and marketability. Here’s a step-by-step guide on how to achieve certification:

1. Research Programs: Investigate available training programs in California, considering
factors like duration, cost, and format (online vs. in-person).

2. Enroll in a Course: Choose a program that aligns with your professional development
goals and enroll.

3. Complete Required Training: Attend all classes, participate actively, and complete
assignments to ensure a comprehensive understanding of the material.

4. Practice Teaching: Many programs require participants to demonstrate their skills in a
real or simulated teaching environment.

5. Pass Assessments: Successfully complete any examinations or assessments required for
certification.

6. Obtain Certification: After fulfilling all requirements, receive your certification, which can
be added to your professional credentials.

Conclusion

Orton Gillingham training California is a vital resource for educators seeking to support
students with dyslexia and other reading challenges effectively. By understanding the
principles of this approach and engaging in professional development opportunities,
educators can make a significant impact on their students' literacy journeys. With the
growing emphasis on individualized instruction and multisensory learning, the Orton
Gillingham approach not only enhances the teaching skills of educators but also fosters a
love for reading and learning in students. As California continues to expand its commitment



to literacy initiatives, the importance of Orton Gillingham training will undoubtedly play a
crucial role in shaping the future of education in the state.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Orton-Gillingham training?
Orton-Gillingham training is a structured, systematic approach designed to teach
individuals with language-based learning disabilities, such as dyslexia, how to read and
write through phonics and multisensory techniques.

Where can I find Orton-Gillingham training programs in
California?
Orton-Gillingham training programs can be found at various educational institutions,
tutoring centers, and online platforms throughout California. Some notable organizations
include the Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and Educators and local universities.

Who can benefit from Orton-Gillingham training?
Orton-Gillingham training benefits educators, tutors, and parents who work with students
with dyslexia and other language-based learning difficulties. It equips them with the
necessary tools to support effective reading and writing instruction.

Is Orton-Gillingham training available online in
California?
Yes, many organizations offer online Orton-Gillingham training courses that are accessible
to residents in California. These courses can range from introductory to advanced levels.

How long does it take to complete Orton-Gillingham
training?
The duration of Orton-Gillingham training can vary significantly based on the program.
Some introductory courses may last a few days, while comprehensive certification
programs can take several months to complete.

What are the requirements to become an Orton-
Gillingham certified practitioner in California?
Requirements for Orton-Gillingham certification typically include completing a specific
number of training hours, supervised practice, and passing an assessment. The exact
requirements may vary by certifying organization.



Are there any scholarships or grants available for
Orton-Gillingham training in California?
Yes, some organizations and educational institutions offer scholarships or grants for
educators pursuing Orton-Gillingham training. It's advisable to check with training providers
or local educational foundations for available funding opportunities.
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