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Orson Welles' last interview with Merv Griffin is a poignant moment in television history that offers a

rare glimpse into the mind of one of cinema's greatest innovators. In this final appearance, filmed in

1985, Welles reflects on his illustrious career, his thoughts on filmmaking, and his perspective on life.

This interview not only showcases Welles' charisma and intellect but also serves as a lasting

testament to his contributions to the arts. In this article, we will delve deeper into the significance of

this interview, the themes discussed, and the legacy that Welles left behind.

The Context of the Interview

Orson Welles was a towering figure in the world of film and theater. Known for his groundbreaking

work in "Citizen Kane," Welles was a master storyteller whose influence can still be felt today. By the

time of his last interview on the Merv Griffin Show, Welles was already considered a legend, yet he

continued to remain relevant in the ever-evolving landscape of Hollywood.

The Setting

The interview took place in 1985, a year that marked a turning point for Welles. Battling health issues

and facing the challenges of an industry that had largely moved on from his era, Welles’ appearance

on the Merv Griffin Show was both a celebration of his past and an introspection of his present. The

casual yet intimate setting of Griffin's studio allowed Welles to speak candidly.


