ORIGINS OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR

ORIGINS OF THE SECOND W/ ORLD W AR CAN BE TRACED BACK TO A COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL
FACTORS THAT EMERGED IN THE YEARS FOLLOWING THE FIRST WoORLD W AR. THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES, ECONOMIC TURMOIL,
AND THE RISE OF TOTALITARIAN REGIMES PLAYED CRUCIAL ROLES IN SETTING THE STAGE FOR THIS GLOBAL CONFLICT.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE ORIGINS IS ESSENTIAL TO GRASPING THE MAGNITUDE OF THE SECOND W/ ORLD W/ AR AND THE LESSONS IT
IMPARTS ABOUT INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND PEACEKEEPING.

THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES AND ITS IMPACTS

THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES, SIGNED IN 19 19, FORMALLY ENDED W/ ORLD W AR | BUT LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE
CONFLICTS. THIS TREATY IMPOSED HARSH PENALTIES AND REPARATIONS ON GERMANY, RESULTING IN WIDESPREAD RESENTMENT
AMONG THE GERMAN POPULATION.

Key PROVISIONS OF THE TREATY

1. TERRITORIAL LOSSES: GERMANY LOST SIGNIFICANT TERRITORIES, INCLUDING ALSACE-LORRAINE TO FRANCE AND PARTS OF
PRUSSIA TO POLAND.

2. MILITARY RESTRICTIONS: THE TREATY LIMITED THE SIZE OF THE GERMAN MILITARY AND PROHIBITED CONSCRIPTION.

3. REPARATIONS: GERMANY WAS REQUIRED TO PAY SUBSTANTIAL REPARATIONS, WHICH CRIPPLED ITS ECONOMY.

4.\ AR GUILT CLAUSE: ARTICLE 23 1 OF THE TREATY PLACED FULL BLAME FOR THE WAR ON GERMANY, FOSTERING A SENSE OF
HUMILIATION AND ANGER AMONG ITS CITIZENS.

CONSEQUENCES OF THE TREATY

THE HARSH TERMS OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES CONTRIBUTED TO ECONOMIC INSTABILITY IN GERMANY, CREATING FERTILE
GROUND FOR EXTREMIST IDEOLOGIES. THE RESENTMENT TOWARD THE TREATY BECAME A RALLYING POINT FOR POLITICAL
MOVEMENTS, PARTICULARLY THE RISE OF AboLF HITLER AND THE NAZI PARTY.

THe EcoNomMic TurMolIL oF THE 1920s anp 1930s

THE INTERWAR PERIOD WAS MARKED BY SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC CHALLENGES THAT FURTHER DESTABILIZED EUROPE AND
CONTRIBUTED TO THE OUTBREAK OF THE SECOND W ORLD W AR.

THe GReEAT DEPRESSION

THE GREAT DEPRESSION, WHICH BEGAN WITH THE STOCK MARKET CRASH IN 1929, HAD A PROFOUND IMPACT ON NATIONS
\WORLDW IDE. IN GERMANY, THE ECONOMIC COLLAPSE EXACERBATED THE EFFECTS OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES AND LED TO
\WIDESPREAD UNEMPLOYMENT AND POVERTY. THE RESULTING DISCONTENT MADE RADICAL POLITICAL SOLUTIONS MORE
APPEALING.

EconoMic FACTORS LEADING TO W AR

- HYPERINFLATION: IN THE EARLY 19205, GERMANY EXPERIENCED HYPERINFLATION, WHICH WIPED OUT SAVINGS AND LED TO



SOCIAL UNREST.

- UNEMPLOYMENT: MILLIONS WERE UNEMPLOYED, CREATING A DESPERATE POPULATION SEEKING SOLUTIONS, OFTEN ALIGNING
WITH EXTREMIST PARTIES.

- ProTeECTIONISM: COUNTRIES ADOPTED PROTECTIONIST POLICIES, LEADING TO TRADE WARS THAT FURTHER CRIPPLED
ECONOMIES.

THe RISE oF TOTALITARIAN REGIMES

THE ECONOMIC INSTABILITY OF THE INTERWAR YEARS FACILITATED THE RISE OF TOTALITARIAN REGIMES IN SEVERAL COUNTRIES,
SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCING THE ORIGINS OF THE SECOND W/ ORLD W AR.

NAzI GERMANY

ADOLF HITLER’S RISE TO POWER IN 1933 MARKED THE BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA IN GERMANY. THE NAZIS PROMISED TO RESTORE
GERMAN PRIDE, REVIVE THE ECONOMY, AND OVERTURN THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES.

- EXPANSIONIST IDEOLOGY: HITLER'S VISION OF LEBENSRAUM (LIVING SPACE) AIMED AT EXPANDING GERMAN TERRITORY, WHICH
SET THE STAGE FOR AGGRESSIVE EXPANSION.

- MILITARIZATION: THE REARMAMENT OF GERMANY VIOLATED THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES BUT WAS MET WITH LITTLE
RESISTANCE FROM OTHER POWERS.

FASCIST ITALY AND IMPERIAL JAPAN

- ITALY: BENITO MUSSOLINI SOUGHT TO REVIVE THE ROMAN EMPIRE, EMPHASIZING NATIONALISM AND MILITARISM. HIS INVASION
oF ETHIOPIA IN 1935 DEMONSTRATED ITALY'S AGGRESSIVE AMBITIONS.

- JAPAN: JAPANESE MILITARISM GREW AS LEADERS SOUGHT TO EXPAND THEIR EMPIRE INTO CHINA AND THE PACIFIC. THE INVASION
OF MANCHURIA IN 193 T MARKED A SIGNIFICANT STEP TOWARD MILITARISTIC EXPANSION.

FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

EsTABLISHED AFTER W ORLD W AR |, THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS AIMED TO MAINTAIN PEACE AND PREVENT FUTURE CONFLICTS.
HoWEVER, IT PROVED INEFFECTIVE IN ADDRESSING AGGRESSION AND ENFORCING COLLECTIVE SECURITY.

Key FAILURES

1. LACK oF POowER: THE LEAGUE LACKED ENFORCEMENT MECHANISMS, RELYING ON MEMBER STATES TO CONTRIBUTE TROOPS AND
RESOURCES, WHICH THEY OFTEN FAILED TO DO.

2. W1 THDRAWAL OF MAJOR POWERS: KEY NATIONS LIKE THE UNITED STATES NEVER JOINED, WHILE OTHERS, SUCH AS GERMANY
AND JAPAN, WITHDREW WHEN FACED WITH OPPOSITION.

3. INABILITY TO ADDRESS AGGRESSION: THE LEAGUE'S INABILITY TO RESPOND DECISIVELY TO ACTS OF AGGRESSION, SUCH AS
JAPAN'S INVASION OF MANCHURIA AND ITALY'S INVASION OF ETHIOPIA, UNDERMINED ITS CREDIBILITY.

IMMEDIATE CAUSES OF THE W AR

By THE LATE 1930s, SEVERAL EVENTS ESCALATED TENSIONS AND DIRECTLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE OUTBREAK OF THE SECOND
W oRrLD W AR.



Key EVENTS LEADING TO W AR

- REOCCUPATION OF THE RHINELAND (1936): HITLER DEFIED THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES BY SENDING TROOPS TO THE
DEMILITARIZED RHINELAND, SIGNALING HIS INTENT TO EXPAND GERMAN TERRITORY.

- ANNEXATION OF AUSTRIA (ANSCHLUSS, 1938): GERMANY’S ANNEXATION OF AUSTRIA WAS ANOTHER BLATANT VIOLATION
OF THE TREATY, WHICH WENT LARGELY UNCHALLENGED BY EUROPEAN POWERS.

- MuNicH AGREeMENT (1938): THE POLICY OF APPEASEMENT CULMINATED IN THE MUNICH AGREEMENT, ALLOWING HITLER TO
ANNEX THE SUDETENLAND IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA, FURTHER EMBOLDENING HIM.

- INVASION OF POLAND (1939): THE INVASION OF POLAND ON SEPTEMBER 1, 1939, PROMPTED BRITAIN AND FRANCE TO
DECLARE WAR ON GERMANY , MARKING THE OFFICIAL START OF THE SECOND W/ ORLD W AR.

CoNCLUSION

THE ORIGINS OF THE SECOND W/ ORLD W/ AR ARE ROOTED IN A COMPLEX TAPESTRY OF HISTORICAL EVENTS, ECONOMIC CRISES,
AND POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES. THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES, THE RISE OF TOTALITARIAN REGIMES, THE FAILURE OF THE LEAGUE OF
NATIONS/ AND A SERIES OF AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS LED TO AN INEVITABLE CONFLICT. AS WE REFLECT ON THESE ORIGINS, IT IS
CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF DIPLOMACY, INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, AND THE NEED FOR ONGOING
VIGILANCE IN MAINTAINING PEACE TO PREVENT THE REPETITION OF SUCH CATASTROPHIC EVENTS IN THE FUTURE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WERE THE PRIMARY CAUSES OF THE SECOND W ORLD W AR?

THE PRIMARY CAUSES INCLUDED THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES' HARSH PENALTIES ON GERMANY, THE RISE OF FASCISM IN EUROPE,
ECONOMIC INSTABILITY FROM THE GREAT DEPRESSION, AND AGGRESSIVE EXPANSIONIST POLICIES FROM GERMANY, ITALY, AND
JAPAN.

How DID THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES CONTRIBUTE TO THE OUTBREAK OF THE SECOND
¥ orLD W ARP

THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES IMPOSED SEVERE REPARATIONS AND TERRITORIAL LOSSES ON GERMANY, LEADING TO WIDESPREAD
RESENTMENT AND ECONOMIC HARDSHIP, WHICH FUELED NATIONALIST SENTIMENTS AND THE RISE OF ADOLF HITLER.

WHAT ROLE DID THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS PLAY IN THE LEAD-UP TO THE SECOND
¥ orLD W AR?

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS WAS ESTABLISHED TO MAINTAIN PEACE, BUT ITS INABILITY TO ENFORCE DECISIONS AND PREVENT
AGGRESSION—SUCH ASJAPANIS INVASION OF MANCHURIA AND ITALY'S INVASION OF ETHIOPIA—UNDERMINED ITS CREDIBILITY
AND FAILED TO STOP THE PATH TO WAR.

How DID THE POLICY OF APPEASEMENT AFFECT THE ORIGINS OF THE SECOND W/ ORLD
W AR?

THE POLICY OF APPEASEMENT, PARTICULARLY BY BRITAIN AND FRANCE, ALLOWED HITLER TO EXPAND GERMAN TERRITORY
UNCHECKED, EMBOLDENING HIM TO PURSUE FURTHER AGGRESSION, WHICH ULTIMATELY CONTRIBUTED TO THE OUTBREAK OF THE
WAR.



\W/HAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NAZI-SoVIET NON-AGGRESSION PACT IN THE
LEAD-UP TO THE WAR?

THe NAzZI-SoVIET NON-AGGRESSION PACT ALLOWED HITLER TO INVADE POLAND WITHOUT FEAR OF SOVIET INTERVENTION,
EFFECTIVELY SPLITTING EASTERN EUROPE BETWEEN GERMANY AND THE USSR AND FACILITATING THE START OF THE WAR IN
SEPTEMBER 1939.

How DID ECONOMIC FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO THE ORIGINS OF THE SECOND W/ ORLD
W AR?

EcoNoMIC TURMOIL FROM THE GREAT DEPRESSION LED TO WIDESPREAD UNEMPLOYMENT AND INSTABILITY, FOSTERING EXTREMIST
POLITICAL MOVEMENTS AND AGGRESSIVE NATIONAL POLICIES, PARTICULARLY IN GERMANY, \WHERE ECONOMIC DESPERATION MADE
THE POPULATION MORE RECEPTIVE TO HITLER'S MILITARISTIC AND EXPANSIONIST IDEOLOGIES.
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