
original rider waite tarot deck
Original Rider Waite Tarot Deck is one of the most recognized and widely used tarot
decks in the world. Created in the early 20th century, it has become a staple for both
novice and experienced tarot readers. Known for its rich symbolism and detailed imagery,
the deck offers insights into the human experience and provides a tool for introspection
and guidance. This article will explore the history, structure, symbolism, and significance
of the Original Rider Waite Tarot Deck, along with tips for using it effectively.

History of the Rider Waite Tarot Deck

The Original Rider Waite Tarot Deck was first published in 1909 by the Rider Company in
London. The deck was designed by artist Pamela Colman Smith, who worked closely with
occultist Arthur Edward Waite, a member of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn.

Background of the Creators

- Arthur Edward Waite (1857-1942): Waite was a prominent figure in the study of
occultism and tarot. He was known for his writings on mysticism and his desire to make
esoteric knowledge accessible to the public. Waite was instrumental in the development of
the deck, providing the framework for its interpretation and structure.

- Pamela Colman Smith (1878-1951): Often referred to as "Pixie," Smith was a talented
artist and illustrator. Her unique artistic style blended elements of folklore and fantasy,
which greatly influenced the imagery of the deck. Despite her significant contribution, she
did not receive the recognition she deserved during her lifetime.

Publication and Reception

Upon its release, the Rider Waite Tarot Deck was not an immediate success. However, as
tarot gained popularity throughout the 20th century, the deck became the standard for
tarot reading. Its clear imagery and symbolism made it accessible to users, leading to
widespread adoption.

Structure of the Rider Waite Tarot Deck

The Original Rider Waite Tarot Deck consists of 78 cards divided into two main categories:
the Major Arcana and the Minor Arcana.



Major Arcana

The Major Arcana comprises 22 cards, each representing significant life lessons, spiritual
themes, and archetypal energies.

- Key Cards:
1. The Fool (0)
2. The Magician (I)
3. The High Priestess (II)
4. The Empress (III)
5. The Emperor (IV)
6. The Hierophant (V)
7. The Lovers (VI)
8. The Chariot (VII)
9. Strength (VIII)
10. The Hermit (IX)
11. The Wheel of Fortune (X)
12. Justice (XI)
13. The Hanged Man (XII)
14. Death (XIII)
15. Temperance (XIV)
16. The Devil (XV)
17. The Tower (XVI)
18. The Star (XVII)
19. The Moon (XVIII)
20. The Sun (XIX)
21. Judgment (XX)
22. The World (XXI)

Each card in the Major Arcana represents a significant theme or concept, often relating to
personal growth and transformation.

Minor Arcana

The Minor Arcana consists of 56 cards divided into four suits: Cups, Pentacles, Swords,
and Wands. Each suit represents different aspects of life.

- Suits Overview:
- Cups: Associated with emotions, relationships, and intuition.
- Pentacles: Linked to material aspects, career, and financial matters.
- Swords: Represent thoughts, conflict, and intellectual challenges.
- Wands: Symbolize creativity, action, and inspiration.

Each suit contains 14 cards: ten numbered cards (Ace through Ten) and four court cards
(Page, Knight, Queen, King).



Symbolism in the Rider Waite Tarot Deck

One of the most remarkable features of the Original Rider Waite Tarot Deck is its rich
symbolism. Each card is infused with layers of meaning, making them valuable tools for
interpretation and reflection.

Major Arcana Symbolism

- The Fool: Represents new beginnings, spontaneity, and the journey of life.
- The Empress: Symbolizes fertility, abundance, and the nurturing aspect of femininity.
- The Tower: Indicates sudden upheaval, revelation, and the breaking down of old
structures.
- The World: Signifies completion, achievement, and the fulfillment of life’s cycles.

Minor Arcana Symbolism

- Cups: Often feature imagery of water, representing emotional currents and relationships.
- Pentacles: Typically depict earthy symbols such as coins, emphasizing material concerns
and stability.
- Swords: Frequently show blades or sharp objects, representing mental conflict and
clarity.
- Wands: Often include fire imagery, symbolizing passion and creativity.

Using the Rider Waite Tarot Deck

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced reader, the Original Rider Waite Tarot
Deck can serve as a powerful tool for insight and guidance. Here are some practical tips
for using the deck effectively.

Getting Started

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Cards: Spend time looking at each card, noting the
imagery, colors, and symbols.
2. Read the Guidebook: If available, refer to the accompanying guidebook for
interpretations of each card.
3. Practice Daily Draws: Pull one card daily to reflect on its meaning and how it relates to
your life.

Conducting a Reading



- Set Your Intentions: Before starting a reading, take a moment to focus on your question
or the issue at hand.
- Choose a Spread: Select a tarot spread that suits your needs, such as the three-card
spread (past, present, future) or the Celtic Cross.
- Interpret the Cards: Consider the meanings of each card in relation to your question and
the positions they occupy in the spread.

Reflect and Journal

After a reading, take time to reflect on the insights gained. Journaling your thoughts can
help you track your progress and deepen your understanding over time.

The Legacy of the Rider Waite Tarot Deck

The Original Rider Waite Tarot Deck has left an indelible mark on the world of tarot and
spirituality. Its influence can be seen in countless decks that have followed in its footsteps,
many of which draw from its imagery and symbolism.

Continued Popularity

Today, the Rider Waite Tarot Deck remains one of the most popular tarot decks globally.
Its accessible imagery and deep symbolism make it an ideal choice for individuals seeking
insight into their lives.

Modern Adaptations

Numerous adaptations of the Rider Waite Tarot Deck exist, each offering unique artistic
interpretations while retaining the core symbolism. Some notable adaptations include:

- The Universal Waite Tarot: A softer, more pastel version created by Mary Hanson-
Roberts.
- The Radiant Rider Waite Tarot: Features vibrant colors and enhanced imagery.
- The Smith-Waite Tarot: A reproduction of the original deck, highlighting Pamela Colman
Smith's artwork.

Conclusion

The Original Rider Waite Tarot Deck is not just a tool for divination; it is a rich tapestry of
imagery and symbolism that reflects the complexities of the human experience. With its
roots in early 20th-century occultism and its profound impact on the world of tarot, this
deck continues to inspire and guide those who seek deeper understanding and connection.



Whether you are a seasoned reader or just beginning your journey, the Rider Waite Tarot
Deck offers a wealth of wisdom waiting to be explored.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Original Rider Waite Tarot Deck?
The Original Rider Waite Tarot Deck is a classic tarot deck created by artist Pamela
Colman Smith and published by Rider & Company in 1909. It is known for its rich
symbolism and imagery, making it one of the most popular and widely used tarot decks in
the world.

Why is the Rider Waite Tarot Deck considered
important in tarot reading?
The Rider Waite Tarot Deck is considered important because it introduced detailed
imagery on the Minor Arcana cards, allowing for deeper interpretations. Its symbolism has
influenced many subsequent tarot decks, making it a foundational tool for both novice and
experienced tarot readers.

Are there different versions of the Rider Waite Tarot
Deck?
Yes, there are several versions of the Rider Waite Tarot Deck, including the Original
edition, the Centennial edition, and various artist interpretations. Each version may vary
in color, card stock, and additional features, but they all retain the core imagery and
symbolism.

How can beginners get started with the Rider Waite
Tarot Deck?
Beginners can start with the Rider Waite Tarot Deck by familiarizing themselves with the
card meanings, practicing simple spreads like the three-card spread, and using
guidebooks or online resources for interpretations. Journaling their readings can also help
deepen their understanding.

What are some common misconceptions about the Rider
Waite Tarot Deck?
Common misconceptions include the belief that tarot is solely about fortune-telling or that
the deck is inherently negative. In reality, the Rider Waite Tarot Deck is a tool for self-
reflection and guidance, helping users explore their thoughts and feelings.



Where can I purchase the Original Rider Waite Tarot
Deck?
The Original Rider Waite Tarot Deck can be purchased at various bookstores,
metaphysical shops, and online retailers like Amazon, Etsy, and the publisher's official
website. It's advisable to look for reputable sellers to ensure authenticity.
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