
ordinary grace by william kent krueger
ordinary grace by william kent krueger is a compelling novel that masterfully blends
elements of mystery, historical fiction, and coming-of-age themes. Set in the 1960s
Midwest, the story unfolds through the eyes of a young boy named Frank Drum as he
recounts a summer marked by tragedy, moral lessons, and the complexities of human
nature. This book showcases William Kent Krueger’s skillful storytelling, rich character
development, and exploration of faith, family, and forgiveness. The novel’s atmospheric
setting and intricate plot have made it a favorite among readers seeking both emotional
depth and suspense. This article will delve into the plot summary, character analysis,
thematic exploration, and critical reception of ordinary grace by william kent krueger.
Additionally, it will provide insights into the author’s background and the novel’s place
within contemporary American literature.
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Plot Overview of Ordinary Grace
ordinary grace by william kent krueger is set in a small Minnesota town during the summer
of 1961. The story is narrated by Frank Drum, who reflects on a pivotal year in his youth
marked by a series of tragic events. The novel begins with the mysterious death of a young
girl, which sets off a chain of investigations and revelations that uncover hidden secrets
within the community. As Frank and his family grapple with loss and sorrow, they confront
questions about faith, justice, and the nature of grace.

The plot is intricately woven, combining elements of a coming-of-age tale with a
suspenseful murder mystery. The narrative unfolds slowly, allowing readers to experience
the emotional depth of the characters and the weight of the moral dilemmas they face. The
story highlights the impact of grief on a family and a community, while also emphasizing
the resilience and growth that can arise from hardship.

Setting and Time Period
The novel’s setting in the early 1960s is integral to its atmosphere and themes. The
Midwest town of Wells, Minnesota, provides a backdrop that reflects the cultural and social
dynamics of the era. The historical context influences the characters’ perspectives and the
unfolding events, adding layers of authenticity and nostalgia to the story.



Plot Structure and Style
William Kent Krueger employs a reflective, first-person narrative style through Frank’s
voice, which lends an intimate and contemplative tone to the novel. The plot is structured
around key events that reveal the complexities of human nature and the challenges of
confronting evil in a seemingly ordinary world.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The characters in ordinary grace by william kent krueger are deeply developed and
essential to the novel’s emotional resonance. Each character represents different facets of
the themes explored in the book, such as faith, morality, and forgiveness.

Frank Drum
Frank Drum is the protagonist and narrator of the story. As a 13-year-old boy, he
experiences a loss of innocence that shapes his understanding of the world. His reflections
offer insight into the struggles of growing up amid tragedy and uncertainty.

Dr. Nathan Drum
Frank’s father, Dr. Nathan Drum, is a central figure whose role as the town’s doctor
positions him at the heart of the community’s crises. His moral compass and personal
conflicts provide a lens through which themes of duty and compassion are examined.

Other Significant Characters

Grace Drum – Frank’s younger sister, representing hope and resilience.

Jake Drum – Frank’s older brother, whose choices and actions affect the family
dynamic.

Members of the Wells community – Various townspeople contribute to the unfolding
mystery and thematic depth.

Themes and Symbolism
ordinary grace by william kent krueger explores a range of profound themes that resonate
throughout the novel. These themes are woven into the narrative and character
development, enriching the reader’s experience and understanding.



Faith and Morality
One of the central themes is the exploration of faith, particularly how individuals reconcile
belief with the presence of evil and suffering. The Drum family’s struggles highlight the
complexities of maintaining moral integrity in difficult circumstances.

Grace and Forgiveness
The concept of grace is intricately examined, not only as a religious idea but as an ordinary,
human experience of compassion and forgiveness. The novel’s title itself emphasizes the
significance of finding grace amid everyday challenges.

Coming of Age and Loss of Innocence
Frank’s journey reflects the universal theme of growing up and confronting harsh realities.
The narrative captures the transition from childhood naivety to a more nuanced
understanding of life’s ambiguities.

Symbolic Elements

The Drum family home – A symbol of safety and vulnerability.

The Minnesota setting – Representing both isolation and community
interconnectedness.

Water imagery – Often used to signify cleansing, change, and emotional depth.

William Kent Krueger: Author Background
William Kent Krueger is an acclaimed American author known for his evocative storytelling
and richly developed characters. He has written numerous novels, many of which are set in
the Upper Midwest, drawing on his deep connection to the region.

Krueger’s work often blends mystery with literary fiction, creating narratives that are both
thought-provoking and engaging. ordinary grace by william kent krueger stands out as a
departure from his popular Cork O’Connor series, showcasing his versatility and depth as a
writer.

His background as a teacher and his interest in history and spirituality inform much of his
writing, allowing him to tackle complex themes with sensitivity and insight.



Critical Reception and Impact
ordinary grace by william kent krueger received widespread critical acclaim upon its
release. Reviewers praised the novel for its lyrical prose, emotional depth, and compelling
narrative structure. It was recognized for its thoughtful treatment of difficult themes such
as death, faith, and forgiveness.

The book won several literary awards and was noted for its crossover appeal, attracting
readers of both literary fiction and mystery genres. Its impact extends beyond
entertainment, prompting discussions about morality and the human condition.

Critics highlighted the following strengths:

Complex, relatable characters

Atmospheric depiction of time and place

Balanced integration of suspense and literary elements

Exploration of universal themes with nuance

ordinary grace by william kent krueger continues to be studied and appreciated for its
contribution to contemporary American literature and its exploration of grace in everyday
life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Ordinary Grace' by William
Kent Krueger?
'Ordinary Grace' explores themes of loss, forgiveness, and the complexities of human
nature set against the backdrop of a small town in the 1960s.

Who is the narrator of 'Ordinary Grace'?
The story is narrated by Frank Drum, who recounts his experiences as a twelve-year-old
boy in 1961.

How does the setting influence the story in 'Ordinary
Grace'?
The small town setting in Minnesota during the early 1960s creates a close-knit community
atmosphere that intensifies the impact of the tragic events on the characters.

What role does faith play in 'Ordinary Grace'?
Faith and religion are central to the story, as Frank's family is deeply involved in the church,



and the novel grapples with questions about God, grace, and morality.

Is 'Ordinary Grace' based on a true story?
'Ordinary Grace' is a work of fiction, though William Kent Krueger drew inspiration from his
own experiences and observations growing up in the Midwest.

What narrative style does William Kent Krueger use in
'Ordinary Grace'?
Krueger uses a reflective first-person narrative style, with Frank looking back on the events
of his childhood from an adult perspective.

How does 'Ordinary Grace' address the concept of
forgiveness?
The novel portrays forgiveness as a difficult but essential process for healing, showing how
characters wrestle with anger, guilt, and reconciliation.

What awards has 'Ordinary Grace' won?
'Ordinary Grace' won the 2014 Edgar Award for Best Novel and has been widely praised for
its literary merit and emotional depth.

Can 'Ordinary Grace' be classified as a mystery novel?
Yes, while it is primarily a coming-of-age story, 'Ordinary Grace' incorporates elements of
mystery as Frank uncovers secrets surrounding several deaths in his community.

Additional Resources
1. Defending Jacob by William Landay
This legal thriller explores the complexities of family loyalty and moral ambiguity when a
teenager is accused of murder. Like *Ordinary Grace*, it delves into the darker side of
small-town life and the impact of tragedy on a close-knit community. The story is gripping
and emotionally charged, with a strong focus on character development.

2. The Secret Keeper by Kate Morton
A multi-generational mystery that uncovers long-buried family secrets, *The Secret Keeper*
shares thematic elements of loss, forgiveness, and the passage of time with *Ordinary
Grace*. Morton’s lush storytelling and richly drawn characters create an immersive
experience that explores how past events shape the present.

3. Before We Were Strangers by Renée Carlino
This novel is a poignant exploration of love, memory, and the choices that define us. Like
*Ordinary Grace*, it captures the emotional complexity of relationships and the lingering
effects of past decisions. The narrative is heartfelt and introspective, appealing to readers



who appreciate nuanced character studies.

4. Peace Like a River by Leif Enger
A beautifully written coming-of-age story set in the Midwest, this novel blends family
drama, faith, and adventure. *Peace Like a River* shares with *Ordinary Grace* a strong
sense of place and explores themes of grace, justice, and the supernatural. It’s a lyrical and
uplifting read despite its darker moments.

5. The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman
This emotionally intense novel revolves around a moral dilemma faced by a lighthouse
keeper and his wife. Themes of loss, forgiveness, and the consequences of difficult choices
resonate with those found in *Ordinary Grace*. The atmospheric setting and evocative
prose make it a compelling and thought-provoking story.

6. In the Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson
While a work of historical nonfiction, this book shares *Ordinary Grace*’s exploration of
tension, morality, and human nature under challenging circumstances. It chronicles an
American family in Nazi Germany, highlighting the nuances of courage and complicity in the
face of growing darkness.

7. The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey
Set in 1920s Alaska, this novel combines magical realism with a poignant tale of loss and
healing. Like *Ordinary Grace*, it explores themes of family, grief, and the search for hope
amidst hardship. The haunting beauty of the natural setting mirrors the emotional depth of
the characters.

8. When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi
This memoir examines life, death, and meaning through the eyes of a young neurosurgeon
facing terminal illness. It resonates with *Ordinary Grace* in its contemplative approach to
mortality and the human spirit. The book is deeply moving and offers profound reflections
on what it means to live fully.

9. The Orchardist by Amanda Coplin
A lyrical novel about a solitary orchardist who takes in two runaway girls, exploring themes
of kindness, protection, and the scars of the past. Like *Ordinary Grace*, it portrays the
complexities of human relationships and the quiet strength found in ordinary lives. The
story is both tender and haunting, with a strong sense of place.
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