ordinariate of our lady of walsingham

ordinariate of our lady of walsingham represents a distinctive structure within the Roman
Catholic Church established to serve former Anglicans who have entered into full communion with
Rome. This personal ordinariate, created under the Apostolic Constitution *Anglicanorum Coetibus*,
allows for the preservation of elements of Anglican liturgical, spiritual, and pastoral traditions while
maintaining full Catholic doctrine. The ordinariate is named after Our Lady of Walsingham, reflecting a
deep connection to English Christian heritage and Marian devotion. This article provides an in-depth
exploration of the ordinariate’s history, structure, liturgy, and its role within the wider Catholic
Church. Additionally, it highlights the unique features that distinguish the ordinariate of Our Lady of
Walsingham from other Catholic jurisdictions and its significance for Anglicans seeking unity with
Rome.
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History and Establishment

Origins and Background

The ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham was established by Pope Benedict XVI in 2011 following
the promulgation of the Apostolic Constitution Anglicanorum Coetibus. This document was designed
to provide a canonical structure for groups of Anglicans who wished to enter into full communion with
the Catholic Church while retaining elements of their Anglican heritage. The initiative was in response
to longstanding desire among some Anglicans for unity with Rome, particularly those who found
doctrinal and moral challenges within the Anglican Communion problematic.

Formal Establishment and Papal Approval

The ordinariate was formally erected on January 15, 2011. It became the first personal ordinariate in
England and Wales, offering a new pathway for Anglicans to join the Catholic Church without having
to abandon their liturgical and spiritual traditions. The name “Our Lady of Walsingham” was chosen to
honor the Marian shrine in Walsingham, Norfolk, which holds great significance in English Christian
history as a site of pilgrimage since the Middle Ages.



Structure and Governance

Canonical Status

As a personal ordinariate, the ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham is a juridical entity similar to a
diocese but without territorial boundaries. It operates under the authority of an ordinary, who may be
a bishop or a priest, appointed by the Holy See. This structure allows the ordinariate to serve
members regardless of where they reside within England and Wales.

Leadership and Clergy

The ordinary of the ordinariate holds responsibilities analogous to those of a diocesan bishop,
including oversight of clergy, administration of sacraments, and pastoral care. The clergy within the
ordinariate are often former Anglican priests who have been ordained as Catholic priests, some of
whom are married men, a distinctive feature permitted under the ordinariate’s provisions. This
allowance respects the Anglican tradition and pastoral realities of the clergy who have transitioned.

Administrative Framework

The ordinariate is supported by a curia that handles administrative, pastoral, and liturgical matters. It
cooperates closely with local Catholic dioceses and the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales to
ensure integration within the broader Church while maintaining its unique identity.

Liturgy and Worship

Divine Worship: The Liturgical Use

The ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham celebrates the liturgy using the Divine Worship form, a
liturgical rite authorized by the Holy See that incorporates elements of the Anglican tradition within
the Catholic Mass. This liturgy preserves the beauty of Anglican ceremonial, such as traditional
language, music, and prayers, while fully conforming to Catholic doctrine.

Distinctive Liturgical Features

Key features of the ordinariate’s worship include:

e Use of traditional prayers and collects adapted from the Book of Common Prayer
e Retention of Anglican chant and hymnody

e Emphasis on solemnity and reverence in the celebration of the Eucharist



e Incorporation of Marian devotions reflecting the title of Our Lady of Walsingham

Role of Music and Choral Tradition

Music plays a significant role in the ordinariate’s liturgy, often reflecting the rich choral and hymn
traditions of Anglicanism. Many ordinariate parishes maintain choirs that perform traditional Anglican
choral settings, contributing to the unique spiritual atmosphere of their worship services.

Membership and Community

Who Can Join the Ordinariate?

The ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham is open to former Anglicans—both clergy and laity—who
seek to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. Additionally, it welcomes Catholics who
appreciate the Anglican patrimony and wish to share in its spiritual and liturgical heritage. Members
retain their cultural and spiritual identity while participating fully in the life of the Catholic Church.

Community Life and Pastoral Care

Community life within the ordinariate is marked by a strong sense of shared heritage and faith.
Pastoral care extends to families, individuals, and clergy, with a focus on nurturing faith formation and
sacramental life. The ordinariate often organizes retreats, prayer groups, and educational programs to
strengthen communal bonds and deepen spiritual growth.

Geographical Reach and Parishes

While based primarily in England and Wales, the ordinariate’s membership is geographically diverse.
It supports a network of parishes and chaplaincies that serve ordinariate members across the region.
These communities function as centers for worship, fellowship, and outreach, fostering a vibrant and
cohesive ordinariate identity.

Role within the Catholic Church

Ecclesial Significance

The ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham represents an innovative model of ecclesial communion,
demonstrating the Catholic Church’s commitment to unity without uniformity. It provides a canonical
structure that respects the diversity of Christian traditions while ensuring doctrinal fidelity and
ecclesial communion under the papacy.



Relations with the Anglican Communion

Although the ordinariate serves those who have left the Anglican Communion, it maintains respectful
relations with Anglican bodies. It stands as a bridge between Anglican heritage and Catholic faith,
highlighting shared theological and spiritual values while affirming the Catholic Church’s teachings.

Contribution to Ecumenism

The ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham contributes significantly to ecumenical dialogue by
embodying a practical example of reconciliation and unity. Its existence encourages ongoing
conversations between Anglicans and Catholics, fostering mutual understanding and cooperation in
areas of common concern.

Summary of Key Features

Personal ordinariate structure without territorial boundaries

Preservation of Anglican liturgical and spiritual traditions

Full communion with the Catholic Church and adherence to Catholic doctrine

Support for married clergy and former Anglican priests

Emphasis on Marian devotion, especially under the title Our Lady of Walsingham

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham?

The Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham is a personal ordinariate of the Catholic Church
established to allow former Anglicans to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church while
preserving elements of their liturgical and spiritual heritage.

When was the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham
established?

It was established on January 15, 2011, by Pope Benedict XVI through the apostolic constitution
Anglicanorum coetibus.

What is the purpose of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of



Walsingham?

Its purpose is to provide a structure within the Catholic Church for groups of Anglicans who wish to
become Catholic while retaining aspects of their Anglican liturgical traditions.

Where is the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham based?

The Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham is based in England and Wales, with its headquarters
located in London.

Who leads the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham?

The Ordinariate is led by an Ordinary, who is usually a bishop or a priest appointed by the Pope to
oversee the ordinariate's pastoral care.

Can married former Anglican clergy be ordained in the
Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham?

Yes, married former Anglican clergy can be ordained as Catholic priests within the Ordinariate, which
is an exception to the usual discipline of clerical celibacy in the Latin Church.

What liturgical rite does the Ordinariate of Our Lady of
Walsingham use?

The Ordinariate uses the Divine Worship liturgical rite, which incorporates elements of the Anglican
liturgical tradition within the Catholic Mass.

How does the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham differ
from a diocese?

Unlike a territorial diocese, the Ordinariate is a personal jurisdiction that serves members based on
their Anglican heritage rather than geographic location.

Can laypeople join the Ordinariate of Our Lady of
Walsingham?

Yes, laypeople who are former Anglicans or those interested in its spiritual heritage can join the
Ordinariate and participate in its sacramental and communal life.

Additional Resources

1. The Ordinariate Way: Exploring the Catholic Heritage of Our Lady of Walsingham

This book provides an in-depth introduction to the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham,
tracing its origins and significance within the Catholic Church. It explains the historical context of
Anglicanorum Coetibus and how Anglican traditions have been integrated into Catholic worship.
Readers will gain insight into the liturgical practices and spiritual life distinctive to the Ordinariate.



2. Grace and Tradition: The Liturgy of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham

Focusing on the unique liturgical rites of the Ordinariate, this volume explores the Divine Worship:
The Missal used in Ordinariate communities. It highlights the beauty and richness of the liturgy, which
blends Anglican patrimony with Catholic doctrine. Detailed explanations help readers appreciate the
theological and cultural significance of the Ordinariate’s worship.

3. Journey to Full Communion: Stories from the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham

This collection of personal testimonies chronicles the journeys of former Anglicans who have entered
into full communion with the Catholic Church through the Ordinariate. The stories reveal the spiritual
challenges and joys experienced during this transition. It serves as both inspiration and testimony to
the Ordinariate’s mission.

4. Anglican Patrimony and Catholic Unity: The Theology of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham
A scholarly examination of the theological foundations underpinning the Ordinariate, this book
discusses how Anglican traditions are preserved within the Catholic Church. It addresses questions of
ecclesiology, sacramental theology, and ecumenism. The work provides a valuable resource for
theologians and students interested in Church unity.

5. Our Lady of Walsingham: History and Devotion in the Ordinariate

This title explores the historical and devotional significance of Our Lady of Walsingham as the
patroness of the Ordinariate. It traces the origins of the Walsingham shrine and its revival in modern
times. The book also discusses how devotion to Our Lady shapes the spiritual life of Ordinariate
communities.

6. The Ordinariate Missal: A Guide to Divine Worship in Our Lady of Walsingham

Serving as a companion to the Divine Worship Missal, this guide explains the structure, prayers, and
rituals of the Ordinariate liturgy. It offers practical insights for clergy and laity alike, fostering a deeper
understanding of the worship experience. Annotated sections highlight the continuity and
distinctiveness of the Ordinariate’s liturgical tradition.

7. Clergy and Laity in the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham: Roles and Responsibilities

This book outlines the pastoral and administrative roles within the Ordinariate, explaining the
responsibilities of both clergy and lay members. It discusses formation, ministry, and community life,
emphasizing collaboration and shared mission. The text is useful for those involved or interested in
Ordinariate structures.

8. Ecumenism and the Ordinariate: Building Bridges through Our Lady of Walsingham

Focusing on the Ordinariate’s role in fostering Christian unity, this volume examines its ecumenical
impact. It looks at dialogues between Anglicans and Catholics and how the Ordinariate serves as a

model for reconciliation. The book highlights challenges and opportunities in the pursuit of Church

unity.

9. Spiritual Life in the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham: Prayer, Devotion, and Community
This work explores the spiritual practices and devotional life characteristic of Ordinariate
communities. It emphasizes the integration of Anglican spirituality within the Catholic framework,
including prayer traditions, hymnody, and communal worship. Readers will find guidance for
deepening their personal and communal faith journeys within the Ordinariate context.
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