order of the eastern star secrets

Order of the Eastern Star secrets have long fascinated both its members and those outside
the organization. This fraternal order, which is open to both men and women, is steeped in
symbolism, tradition, and a rich history that dates back to the 19th century. The Order of
the Eastern Star (OES) is known for its charitable work, community service, and the strong
bonds it fosters among its members. However, like many fraternal organizations, it also
cloaks some of its practices and teachings in secrecy. In this article, we will explore the
secrets of the Order of the Eastern Star, delving into its history, symbolism, rituals, and the
reasons why these secrets are maintained.

History of the Order of the Eastern Star

The OES was established in 1850 by Rob Morris, a prominent Freemason, as a way to
create an organization that would allow both men and women to participate in Masonic
principles. The Order was based on the teachings and philosophies of Freemasonry, but it
was specifically designed to offer a welcoming space for women. The OES uses biblical
figures and stories as its basis for teachings and symbols, making it unique among other
fraternal organizations.

Founding Principles

The founding principles of the Order of the Eastern Star are rooted in:

1. Friendship: Promoting unity and camaraderie among members.
2. Charity: Engaging in charitable acts and community service.
3. Truth: Upholding honesty and integrity in all dealings.

These principles not only define the organization but also guide the conduct of its
members.

Growth and Expansion

Since its inception, the Order has expanded significantly. Today, it boasts thousands of
chapters across the United States and around the world. The OES is affiliated with the
Masonic fraternity, which has further fueled its growth and acceptance among various
demographics. Each chapter operates autonomously but follows the guidelines set forth by
the Grand Chapter in their jurisdiction.

Symbolism in the Order of the Eastern Star



The Order of the Eastern Star secrets are deeply interwoven with its rich symbolism. Each
symbol represents important moral and ethical lessons that members are encouraged to
embody in their lives.

The Five-pointed Star

At the heart of the OES is the five-pointed star, which is a central symbol of the Order. Each
point of the star is associated with a significant biblical figure:

1. Adah (Jephthah's Daughter): Represents loyalty and sacrifice.
2. Ruth (The Moabite): Symbolizes devotion and love.

3. Esther (The Queen): Embodies courage and strength.

4. Martha (Sister of Lazarus): Represents patience and faith.

5. Electa (The Faithful): Symbolizes fidelity and constancy.

Each of these figures teaches important virtues that members are encouraged to embody.

Colors and Their Meanings

The Order of the Eastern Star also employs specific colors that are laden with meaning:

- White: Purity and innocence.
- Blue: Fidelity and loyalty.

- Yellow: Intelligence and joy.
- Red: Courage and sacrifice.
- Green: Hope and growth.

These colors are often incorporated into the regalia worn by members and are used in the
decorations of meetings and ceremonies.

The Rituals of the Order

Rituals play a central role in the Order of the Eastern Star. They serve not only as a way to
impart the organization's values but also as a means to strengthen the bonds among
members.

Initiation Ceremony

The initiation ceremony is one of the most significant rituals within the OES. It is a solemn
event that includes the following steps:

1. Preparation: Candidates are prepared and brought into the chapter room.
2. Obligation: New members take an obligation, pledging to uphold the values of the Order.



3. Symbolic Teachings: The candidate is introduced to the symbols of the Order and their
meanings.

4. Welcoming: Members welcome the new initiate, signifying the beginning of their journey
within the Order.

This ceremony is meant to instill a sense of belonging and responsibility in new members.

Regular Meetings and Degrees

Regular meetings are held to conduct business, plan charitable activities, and facilitate
social gatherings. Members progress through various degrees, each one teaching different
lessons and responsibilities. The degrees are often accompanied by specific rituals that
reinforce the teachings and values of the Order.

Why the Secrets? The Importance of
Confidentiality

The Order of the Eastern Star secrets are maintained for various reasons, many of which
are common to fraternal organizations.

Preservation of Tradition

Keeping certain aspects of the Order secret helps preserve its traditions and rituals. This
sense of mystery enhances the experience for members and fosters a deeper appreciation
for the teachings and values of the Order.

Creating a Bond

Confidentiality creates a unique bond among members. By sharing specific rituals and
secrets, members develop a sense of trust and loyalty that strengthens their relationships.

Encouraging Personal Growth

The secrets of the Order encourage personal growth and introspection. Members are
challenged to reflect on the meanings behind the rituals and symbols, which promotes a
deeper understanding of themselves and their values.



Charitable Works and Community Service

The Order of the Eastern Star is heavily involved in charitable works, reflecting its
commitment to the principle of charity. Members are encouraged to engage in various
community service projects, which can include:

- Scholarship Programs: Providing financial assistance to students pursuing higher
education.

- Health Initiatives: Supporting local health organizations and initiatives.

- Disaster Relief: Assisting communities affected by natural disasters.

These activities not only fulfill the organization's mission but also help to strengthen the
community ties among members.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Order of the Eastern Star secrets are an integral part of a rich tapestry
that weaves together history, symbolism, and community service. While the organization
maintains certain secrets, it is the underlying principles of friendship, charity, and truth that
truly define the OES. Through its rituals, symbols, and charitable works, the Order offers its
members a unique opportunity for personal growth and meaningful connections, fostering a
sense of belonging that extends beyond the walls of any chapter. As members continue to
uphold these values, the legacy of the Order of the Eastern Star will endure, enriching the
lives of many for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Order of the Eastern Star (OES)?

The Order of the Eastern Star is a Masonic appendant body open to both men and women,
focusing on charity, truth, and loving kindness.

Are there any secret rituals in the Order of the Eastern
Star?

Yes, like many fraternal organizations, the OES has secret rituals and ceremonies that are
only disclosed to members.

What are the symbols used in the Order of the Eastern
Star?

The OES uses several symbols, including the five-pointed star, which represents the five
heroines of the order, and various other emblems representing virtues.



Is the Order of the Eastern Star a religious
organization?

While the OES is not a religious organization, it requires its members to believe in a
Supreme Being, and its teachings often incorporate moral and ethical lessons.

What is the significance of the five heroines in the OES?

The five heroines, namely Adah, Ruth, Esther, Martha, and Electa, symbolize various virtues
and moral lessons that guide members in their lives.

Can anyone join the Order of the Eastern Star?

Membership is open to both men and women, but applicants must have a Masonic
connection or be related to a Master Mason.

What type of charitable work does the Order of the
Eastern Star engage in?

The OES is involved in various charitable activities, including community service, supporting
scholarships, and providing aid to those in need.

How does one become a member of the Eastern Star?

To become a member, one typically needs to be invited by a current member and then go
through an application process, including an interview.

What is the importance of secrecy in the Order of the
Eastern Star?

Secrecy is important in the OES to maintain the integrity of its rituals and to foster a sense
of trust and loyalty among members.

Do members of the Order of the Eastern Star hold
meetings?

Yes, members hold regular meetings to conduct business, perform rituals, and engage in
social activities.
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