
order of operations worksheet with
exponents
Order of operations worksheet with exponents is an essential resource for students learning the
fundamental principles of mathematics. The order of operations is a set of rules that dictates the
sequence in which different mathematical operations should be performed to ensure consistent
results. This concept is particularly crucial when dealing with more complex equations that include
various operations, including addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, and the use of
exponents. Understanding how to work through these operations correctly is vital for success in
algebra and higher-level math courses.

Understanding the Order of Operations

The order of operations is often remembered by the acronym PEMDAS, which stands for:

1. Parentheses
2. Exponents
3. Multiplication and Division (from left to right)
4. Addition and Subtraction (from left to right)

Each of these steps has a specific role in solving equations. Let’s break down each component in
detail.

Parentheses

Parentheses are used to group numbers and operations that should be calculated first. Whenever
you see parentheses in an equation, you should resolve those calculations before proceeding to other
operations. For example:

- In the expression \( 3 + (2 \times 5) \), you would first compute \( 2 \times 5 = 10 \) and then add \(
3 \) to get \( 13 \).

Exponents

Exponents indicate how many times a number (the base) is multiplied by itself. For instance, \( 3^2
\) means \( 3 \times 3 \), which equals \( 9 \). When working with the order of operations,
exponentiation is always performed after any calculations within parentheses but before
multiplication, division, addition, and subtraction.

- Example: In the expression \( 2 + 3^2 \), you first calculate \( 3^2 = 9 \), then add \( 2 \) to get \( 11
\).



Multiplication and Division

After evaluating any parentheses and exponents, the next step is to handle multiplication and
division from left to right. It’s important to remember that multiplication does not take precedence
over division; they are of equal priority, and you should work through them in the order they appear.

- Example: In the equation \( 8 \div 2 \times 3 \), you would first divide \( 8 \div 2 = 4 \) and then
multiply \( 4 \times 3 = 12 \).

Addition and Subtraction

Finally, addition and subtraction are the last operations to be performed. Similar to multiplication
and division, they are of equal priority and should be handled from left to right.

- Example: In the expression \( 5 - 2 + 3 \), you would subtract first: \( 5 - 2 = 3 \), then add \( 3 \) to
get \( 6 \).

Creating an Order of Operations Worksheet with
Exponents

A worksheet focused on the order of operations can be a valuable tool in teaching students how to
apply these rules effectively. Here’s how to create an engaging and educational worksheet:

Step 1: Decide on the Structure

Your worksheet can be structured to include:

- Basic problems: Simple equations that involve all parts of PEMDAS, including exponents.
- Mixed problems: Problems that require students to identify the correct order and perform multiple
operations.
- Challenge problems: More complex equations that test a deeper understanding of the order of
operations.

Step 2: Include Clear Instructions

At the top of the worksheet, provide clear instructions. For example:

- "Solve the following problems using the order of operations (PEMDAS). Remember to calculate
operations in parentheses first, followed by exponents, then multiplication and division (from left to
right), and finally addition and subtraction (from left to right)."



Step 3: Create Problems

Here are a few example problems to include:

1. \( 4 + 3^2 - 1 \)
2. \( (6 + 2) \times 3 - 5 \)
3. \( 5 \times (2 + 3^2) \)
4. \( 8 \div 4 \times (2 + 6) - 3^2 \)
5. \( (7 - 2)^2 + 3 \times 4 \)

Step 4: Provide an Answer Key

An answer key is essential for self-assessment. Here are the answers to the problems above:

1. \( 4 + 9 - 1 = 12 \)
2. \( (8) \times 3 - 5 = 24 - 5 = 19 \)
3. \( 5 \times (2 + 9) = 5 \times 11 = 55 \)
4. \( 8 \div 4 \times 8 - 9 = 2 \times 8 - 9 = 16 - 9 = 7 \)
5. \( 5^2 + 12 = 25 + 12 = 37 \)

Benefits of Practicing Order of Operations with
Exponents

Practicing the order of operations with exponents offers numerous educational benefits:

1. Builds Mathematical Foundation

Understanding the order of operations is fundamental for advanced mathematical concepts.
Mastering this concept prepares students for algebra, geometry, and calculus.

2. Enhances Problem-Solving Skills

Working through order of operations problems enhances critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
Students learn to analyze problems step-by-step, which is a valuable skill beyond mathematics.

3. Increases Confidence

As students practice and improve their skills in managing complex equations, their confidence in
their mathematical abilities grows. This newfound confidence can lead to greater participation in
class and a willingness to tackle more challenging topics.



4. Encourages Attention to Detail

Mathematics requires precision. Practicing the order of operations fosters attention to detail,
helping students to avoid careless mistakes that can occur when they rush through calculations.

Conclusion

In conclusion, an order of operations worksheet with exponents is a vital educational tool that helps
students grasp essential mathematical concepts. By understanding the sequence of operations and
practicing through structured worksheets, students build a strong foundation in mathematics. This
not only aids their current studies but also prepares them for future academic challenges.
Incorporating a variety of problems, clear instructions, and an answer key makes the worksheet an
effective resource for both teachers and students. As students progress and master these skills, they
will find themselves better equipped to handle more complex mathematical problems with
confidence and accuracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the order of operations in mathematics?
The order of operations is a set of rules that dictates the sequence in which different operations
should be performed in a mathematical expression. The acronym PEMDAS is commonly used to
remember this order: Parentheses, Exponents, Multiplication and Division (from left to right),
Addition and Subtraction (from left to right).

How do exponents fit into the order of operations?
Exponents are evaluated after any calculations inside parentheses but before multiplication, division,
addition, and subtraction. This means if you have an expression with both parentheses and
exponents, you solve the parentheses first and then evaluate the exponents.

What is an example of an order of operations problem
involving exponents?
An example problem is: 3 + 2^2 × (5 - 1). According to the order of operations, you first solve the
parentheses (5 - 1 = 4), then the exponent (2^2 = 4), followed by multiplication (4 × 4 = 16), and
finally addition (3 + 16 = 19).

What are some common mistakes people make when using
order of operations with exponents?
Common mistakes include forgetting to evaluate exponents before performing multiplication or
addition, or misinterpreting the order of operations when expressions contain multiple types of
operations. It's important to strictly follow PEMDAS to avoid errors.



Are there worksheets available for practicing order of
operations with exponents?
Yes, there are many worksheets available online that focus on the order of operations with
exponents. These worksheets typically include various problems that require applying PEMDAS to
solve correctly.

How can I check my answers when using an order of
operations worksheet with exponents?
You can check your answers by solving the problems step-by-step, ensuring you follow the PEMDAS
rules. Additionally, many worksheets come with answer keys that you can use to verify your
solutions.

What grade level typically learns about order of operations
with exponents?
Order of operations with exponents is typically introduced in late elementary school and reinforced
in middle school math classes. Students often encounter these concepts in grades 4 to 7.

How do I create my own order of operations worksheet with
exponents?
To create your own worksheet, you can write a variety of mathematical expressions that include
parentheses, exponents, and different operations. Be sure to include a mix of easy and challenging
problems to provide a comprehensive practice experience.

What online resources can I use to find order of operations
worksheets?
There are numerous educational websites that offer free printable worksheets on order of
operations, such as K5 Learning, Education.com, and Math-Aids.com. You can also find interactive
quizzes and games that reinforce these concepts.
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