
ontario math curriculum grade 6
ontario math curriculum grade 6 provides a structured and comprehensive framework designed
to enhance students' mathematical understanding and skills at a critical stage in their educational
journey. This curriculum emphasizes the development of problem-solving abilities, numerical
fluency, and conceptual understanding aligned with the expectations for grade 6 learners. It
addresses various strands of mathematics, including number sense, geometry, measurement, data
management, and algebra, ensuring a well-rounded mathematical foundation. Educators and parents
alike benefit from understanding the scope and sequence of topics covered, helping to support
student success and engagement. This article explores the key components of the Ontario math
curriculum for grade 6, detailing its main strands, learning goals, and instructional approaches. The
information presented aims to guide effective teaching strategies and assist in curriculum planning
for optimal student outcomes.
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Overview of the Ontario Math Curriculum Grade 6
The Ontario math curriculum grade 6 is designed to build upon the mathematical concepts
introduced in earlier grades while preparing students for more abstract and complex problem-
solving tasks. It aims to deepen numerical understanding, enhance logical reasoning, and promote
the application of math in real-life situations. The curriculum aligns with provincial educational
standards and is structured around five key strands: Number Sense and Numeration, Measurement,
Geometry, Patterning and Algebra, and Data Management and Probability. Each strand contains
specific expectations that guide instruction and assessment throughout the school year. The
curriculum also encourages the development of critical thinking and communication skills through
mathematical discourse and collaborative learning experiences.

Number Sense and Numeration
The Number Sense and Numeration strand is a central component of the ontario math curriculum
grade 6. It focuses on reinforcing students’ understanding of whole numbers, decimals, fractions,
and integers, as well as their ability to perform calculations efficiently and accurately. This strand
emphasizes mental math strategies and estimation to support problem solving in various contexts.



Understanding Whole Numbers and Decimals
Students work with numbers up to 1,000,000 and beyond, including decimal numbers to hundredths
and thousandths. They learn to read, represent, compare, and order these numbers using different
models such as number lines and base-ten blocks. This foundational knowledge prepares them for
more advanced operations and concepts.

Operations with Fractions and Integers
The curriculum introduces addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of fractions and
integers. Students develop strategies for working with mixed numbers and improper fractions and
apply these skills to solve problems involving real-world scenarios. Understanding the properties of
operations is emphasized to deepen conceptual knowledge.

Key Skills in Number Sense

Estimating sums, differences, and products

Applying mental math strategies effectively

Using mathematical vocabulary correctly

Developing number sense through problem-solving tasks

Measurement and Geometry
Measurement and Geometry form another vital strand of the ontario math curriculum grade 6,
focusing on spatial reasoning and the quantification of attributes such as length, area, volume, and
angles. This strand helps students develop an understanding of measurement units and geometric
properties, which are essential in various practical and theoretical contexts.

Exploring Measurement Concepts
Students learn to measure and estimate length, area, volume, and mass using both standard and
non-standard units. They explore relationships between units within the metric system and apply
formulas to calculate perimeter, area, and volume of two- and three-dimensional shapes.

Geometry and Spatial Sense
The curriculum covers identification and classification of polygons, circles, and three-dimensional
figures. Students investigate symmetry, transformations (such as translations, rotations, and
reflections), and angle properties. This knowledge supports their spatial visualization and problem-



solving capabilities.

Measurement and Geometry Skills

Calculating perimeter, area, and volume accurately

Understanding and using measurement tools effectively

Recognizing and describing geometric shapes and their properties

Applying geometric reasoning in real-world contexts

Patterning and Algebra
The Patterning and Algebra strand in ontario math curriculum grade 6 introduces students to the
foundational principles of algebra and number patterns. This area develops students’ abilities to
identify, describe, and extend patterns, as well as to represent relationships using variables and
expressions.

Identifying and Extending Patterns
Students analyze numeric and geometric patterns to determine rules and relationships. They learn
to predict subsequent terms and explain patterns using logical reasoning. This process cultivates a
deeper understanding of functional relationships and mathematical structure.

Introduction to Algebraic Thinking
The curriculum encourages the use of variables and algebraic expressions to represent unknown
quantities and relationships. Students practice writing and evaluating expressions and solve simple
equations, which lays the groundwork for future algebra coursework.

Key Algebraic Concepts

Recognizing arithmetic and geometric patterns

Using variables to express generalizations

Writing and interpreting algebraic expressions

Solving simple equations and inequalities



Data Management and Probability
Data Management and Probability is the final strand of the ontario math curriculum grade 6,
emphasizing the collection, organization, and analysis of data alongside the study of chance events.
This area enhances students’ abilities to make informed decisions based on data and understand the
likelihood of various outcomes.

Collecting and Organizing Data
Students learn to gather data through surveys and experiments, organize information using charts,
tables, and graphs, and interpret results to answer questions. They explore different types of graphs,
such as bar graphs, line graphs, and circle graphs, to represent data effectively.

Understanding Probability
The curriculum introduces basic probability concepts, including the likelihood of events occurring
and the use of fractions or percentages to express probability. Students investigate simple
experiments and use theoretical and experimental approaches to analyze outcomes.

Data and Probability Skills

Designing surveys and experiments to collect data

Representing data using appropriate graphical tools

Interpreting data to make predictions and decisions

Calculating and comparing probabilities of simple events

Instructional Approaches and Assessment
The ontario math curriculum grade 6 promotes instructional strategies that foster a deep
understanding of mathematical concepts through hands-on activities, collaborative learning, and
real-world applications. Assessment practices are aligned with curriculum expectations to monitor
student progress and guide instruction effectively.

Teaching Strategies
Educators are encouraged to use a variety of teaching methods, including manipulatives, visual
representations, and technology integration. Problem-based learning and inquiry-based approaches
are emphasized to develop critical thinking and encourage students to explore multiple solution
strategies.



Assessment and Evaluation
Assessment in grade 6 mathematics involves both formative and summative methods. Teachers use
observations, quizzes, projects, and tests to evaluate student understanding. Descriptive feedback
and self-assessment opportunities help students reflect on their learning and identify areas for
improvement.

Supporting Diverse Learners
The curriculum recognizes the importance of differentiated instruction to accommodate diverse
learning needs. Adaptations and accommodations ensure that all students have equitable access to
the math content and can demonstrate their knowledge effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key strands covered in the Ontario Grade 6 math
curriculum?
The key strands in the Ontario Grade 6 math curriculum include Number Sense and Numeration,
Measurement, Geometry and Spatial Sense, Patterning and Algebra, Data Management and
Probability.

How does the Ontario Grade 6 math curriculum address
problem-solving skills?
The curriculum emphasizes developing problem-solving skills by encouraging students to apply
mathematical concepts to real-life situations, use different strategies, and explain their reasoning
clearly.

Are there specific expectations for multiplication and division
in Grade 6 Ontario math?
Yes, Grade 6 students are expected to multiply and divide multi-digit whole numbers and decimals,
including working with fractions and decimals in various contexts.

Does the Ontario Grade 6 math curriculum include financial
literacy?
Yes, the curriculum incorporates financial literacy concepts such as budgeting, understanding
money, and calculating interest to help students develop practical math skills.

How is technology integrated into the Grade 6 math



curriculum in Ontario?
Technology is integrated by encouraging the use of calculators, educational software, and online
resources to explore mathematical concepts, analyze data, and solve problems.

What assessment methods are used to evaluate Grade 6 math
students in Ontario?
Assessment methods include quizzes, tests, projects, oral presentations, and observation of problem-
solving processes to evaluate understanding and application of math concepts.

How does the Ontario Grade 6 math curriculum support
diverse learners?
The curriculum promotes differentiated instruction, providing accommodations and modifications,
using varied teaching strategies to meet the needs of diverse learners and support their success.

Are there resources available for parents to help their children
with Grade 6 math in Ontario?
Yes, the Ontario Ministry of Education and various educational websites offer resources, including
curriculum guides, practice exercises, and interactive tools to support parents in helping their
children with Grade 6 math.

Additional Resources
1. Ontario Grade 6 Math: Comprehensive Curriculum Guide
This book offers a detailed overview of the Grade 6 math curriculum as outlined by the Ontario
education standards. It covers key topics such as number sense, geometry, measurement, data
management, and patterning. Teachers and parents will find valuable lesson plans and activities that
align with provincial expectations, making it an essential resource for effective teaching and
learning.

2. Mastering Grade 6 Mathematics: Ontario Edition
Designed specifically for Ontario students, this workbook provides practice exercises and
explanations tailored to the Grade 6 math curriculum. It emphasizes problem-solving and critical
thinking skills, helping students build confidence and proficiency. The book includes real-world
examples and assessment tools to track progress throughout the school year.

3. Hands-On Math Activities for Ontario Grade 6
This resource features interactive and engaging math activities that complement the Grade 6
curriculum in Ontario. Each activity encourages students to explore mathematical concepts through
hands-on learning, making abstract ideas more accessible. It is ideal for classroom use or at-home
reinforcement, promoting a deeper understanding of math principles.

4. Grade 6 Math Practice Tests: Ontario Curriculum Aligned
This collection of practice tests prepares students for provincial assessments by mirroring the



Ontario Grade 6 math curriculum. The tests cover a broad range of topics including fractions,
decimals, geometry, and data management. Detailed answer keys and explanations support
independent study and review.

5. Problem Solving Strategies for Ontario Grade 6 Math
Focusing on developing strong problem-solving skills, this book aligns with the Ontario Grade 6
curriculum goals. It introduces various strategies to approach complex math problems, encouraging
logical reasoning and perseverance. Teachers and students alike will benefit from the step-by-step
guidance and illustrative examples.

6. Geometry and Measurement in Grade 6: Ontario Curriculum Focus
This book delves into the geometry and measurement strands of the Grade 6 math curriculum in
Ontario. It covers topics such as angles, shapes, perimeter, area, and volume with clear explanations
and practice questions. Visual aids and diagrams help students grasp spatial concepts effectively.

7. Data Management and Probability for Grade 6 Ontario Students
Tailored to the Ontario curriculum, this text explores data collection, organization, graphing, and
basic probability concepts for Grade 6 learners. It includes practical activities and exercises that
encourage interpretation and analysis of data sets. The book supports the development of statistical
thinking in young students.

8. Number Sense and Operations: Ontario Grade 6 Workbook
This workbook focuses on enhancing students' understanding of numbers and arithmetic operations
as specified in the Ontario Grade 6 curriculum. It provides exercises on fractions, decimals,
percentages, and integers with a variety of problem types. The book is designed to reinforce
foundational skills and promote numerical fluency.

9. Patterns and Algebraic Thinking for Ontario Grade 6
Addressing the patterns and algebra strand of the Ontario curriculum, this book introduces students
to recognizing, extending, and creating patterns. It lays the groundwork for algebraic reasoning
through engaging activities and clear explanations. The resource supports a smooth transition to
more advanced math topics in higher grades.
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