
one thousand dollar by o henry

one thousand dollar by o henry is a captivating short story written by the renowned American author O.
Henry, known for his witty narrative style and surprise endings. This story explores themes of generosity,
irony, and human nature through the experiences of its protagonist. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-
century New York, it delves into the value of money and the unexpected consequences of one's actions.
The narrative showcases O. Henry’s skill in weaving humor and moral lessons into a concise, engaging tale.
This article offers an in-depth analysis of the story's plot, characters, themes, and literary significance,
providing valuable insights for students, literature enthusiasts, and scholars alike. Following the
introduction, a comprehensive table of contents outlines the main sections for easy navigation.
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Plot Summary of One Thousand Dollar by O Henry
The story "One Thousand Dollar by O Henry" centers around the character of Bobby Gillian, a young man
who unexpectedly inherits a sum of one thousand dollars from his late uncle. The plot unfolds as Bobby is
tasked with reporting how he intends to spend the money, with a requirement to submit a detailed
account. Throughout the narrative, the reader follows Bobby’s reflections on wealth, responsibility, and
personal values. The story takes a surprising turn when his true intentions are revealed, highlighting O.
Henry’s signature twist ending that challenges the reader’s expectations.

Initial Setup and Conflict
Bobby Gillian is portrayed as a carefree and somewhat irresponsible young man with a history of financial
instability. When he receives the inheritance, he faces the challenge of justifying his expenditure of the
money to the trustees overseeing his uncle's will. This setup creates the central conflict of the



story—between societal expectations and personal freedom.

Climax and Resolution
As Bobby submits his report, the narrative tension builds, leading to an unexpected resolution. In a twist
characteristic of O. Henry’s writing, Bobby’s final decision regarding the money reflects deeper themes of
sacrifice and sincerity, leaving readers to reconsider their assumptions about value and morality.

Character Analysis
The characters in "One Thousand Dollar by O Henry" are crafted to reflect various social attitudes and
human traits. The protagonist, Bobby Gillian, serves as the focal point for understanding the story’s message
about money and character.

Bobby Gillian
Bobby is a complex character whose carefree demeanor masks a deeper sense of responsibility and affection.
His portrayal challenges stereotypes of wealth and morality by demonstrating that external appearances can
be deceiving. Bobby’s actions throughout the story reveal his internal struggle and growth, making him a
compelling figure for literary analysis.

Supporting Characters
The story includes several secondary characters such as the trustees of the will and acquaintances who
influence Bobby’s decisions. These characters represent societal norms and pressures, providing contrast to
Bobby’s unconventional approach to his inheritance.

Themes and Symbolism
"One Thousand Dollar by O Henry" is rich with themes that explore human values, social expectations, and
the true meaning of wealth. Symbolism is used effectively to enhance these themes, contributing to the
story’s depth.

The Value of Money
The central theme revolves around the significance of money and how it is perceived by different
individuals. The story questions whether wealth is merely a material asset or something more profound,



such as a means to express love and integrity.

Irony and Surprise
O. Henry’s use of irony is a key element that drives the narrative and its message. The unexpected twist
ending serves as a critique of superficial judgments and highlights the unpredictability of human nature.

Generosity and Sacrifice
Generosity emerges as a powerful motif, contrasting with selfishness and greed. Bobby’s ultimate choice
reflects an act of selflessness that redefines the reader’s understanding of true generosity.

Money as a symbol of power and freedom

Irony as a literary device to challenge expectations

Generosity as a moral virtue

Literary Style and Techniques
O. Henry’s distinctive literary style is evident throughout "One Thousand Dollar by O Henry." His mastery
of narrative structure, dialogue, and characterization contribute to the story’s enduring appeal.

Narrative Structure
The story employs a concise and focused narrative, typical of O. Henry’s short stories, culminating in a
clever twist. The pacing and development are carefully crafted to build suspense and engagement.

Use of Language and Dialogue
The author’s use of witty, conversational language adds charm and accessibility to the story. Dialogue is
used effectively to reveal character traits and social dynamics.



Irony and Surprise Ending
The surprise ending is a hallmark of O. Henry’s storytelling technique. This element not only entertains
but also reinforces the story’s thematic concerns by subverting reader expectations.

Historical and Cultural Context
Understanding the historical and cultural backdrop of "One Thousand Dollar by O Henry" enhances
appreciation of its themes and characters. The story reflects early 20th-century American society, with its
social norms and economic conditions.

Early 1900s American Society
The story is set during a period marked by rapid urbanization and changing social values. Issues related to
wealth distribution, social status, and individualism are subtly woven into the narrative.

O. Henry’s Life and Influence
O. Henry’s own experiences, including his time in New York and his encounters with various social
classes, inform the authenticity and perspective of the story. His reputation as a master of the short story
genre was solidified through works like this.

Impact and Legacy
"One Thousand Dollar by O Henry" remains a significant work in American literature due to its timeless
themes and narrative brilliance. Its influence extends to various adaptations and its continued study in
academic settings.

Literary Influence
The story exemplifies O. Henry’s contribution to the short story form, inspiring subsequent writers to
explore irony and concise storytelling. It is often cited as a classic example of effective plot twists and
thematic depth.

Adaptations and Cultural References
The narrative has been adapted into different media, including radio and theater, reflecting its broad appeal



and relevance. Its themes resonate across generations, making it a staple in literature curricula.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'One Thousand Dollars' by O. Henry?
'One Thousand Dollars' follows the story of Bobby Gillian, who inherits one thousand dollars from his uncle
with specific instructions on how to spend it, leading to an unexpected twist at the end.

Who is the protagonist in 'One Thousand Dollars' and what is his
dilemma?
The protagonist is Bobby Gillian, who must decide how to spend the one thousand dollars inherited from
his uncle, as he navigates the conditions attached to the inheritance.

What is the significance of the one thousand dollars in the story?
The one thousand dollars represents both a test and a gift from Bobby's uncle, intended to reveal Bobby's
character and values through how he chooses to use the money.

How does O. Henry use irony in 'One Thousand Dollars'?
O. Henry uses situational irony by leading readers to believe one outcome will happen regarding the
inheritance, only to reveal a surprising conclusion that challenges expectations.

What themes are explored in 'One Thousand Dollars'?
The story explores themes such as generosity, morality, human nature, and the true value of money
beyond its monetary worth.

How does the character of Gillian change throughout the story?
Gillian starts out seeming carefree and possibly irresponsible but ultimately reveals depth and selflessness in
his decision about the money, showing personal growth.

What role does the uncle's will play in the story?
The uncle's will sets the conditions for the inheritance, serving as the catalyst for the plot and testing
Bobby Gillian's character and choices.



What is the twist ending of 'One Thousand Dollars'?
The twist is that Gillian uses the money in a way that reveals his selflessness, contrary to what others
expected, which is a hallmark of O. Henry's storytelling style.

How does 'One Thousand Dollars' reflect O. Henry's writing style?
The story showcases O. Henry's signature use of wit, irony, and surprise endings, combined with clear,
engaging prose and well-drawn characters.

Why is 'One Thousand Dollars' still relevant today?
The story's exploration of human nature, ethical choices, and the impact of money remains relevant,
prompting readers to reflect on personal values and generosity.

Additional Resources
1. The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry
This classic short story by O. Henry explores the theme of selfless love and sacrifice. A young couple, Jim
and Della, each sell their most prized possession to buy a special Christmas gift for the other. The story
highlights the irony and deep affection that define their relationship, making it a timeless tale of generosity
and devotion.

2. The Ransom of Red Chief by O. Henry
In this humorous story, two kidnappers abduct a mischievous boy named Red Chief, only to find
themselves outwitted and tormented by their captive. The kidnappers' plan backfires spectacularly as the
boy turns the tables, making the story a delightful exploration of unexpected consequences and irony.

3. The Last Leaf by O. Henry
Set in Greenwich Village, this poignant story revolves around a sick young woman who believes she will
die when the last leaf falls from a vine outside her window. Her neighbor, an elderly artist, makes a selfless
act to give her hope and the will to live. The narrative beautifully captures themes of hope, sacrifice, and
friendship.

4. The Cop and the Anthem by O. Henry
This story follows Soapy, a homeless man in New York City, who tries various schemes to get arrested so
he can spend the winter months in jail. Despite his efforts, his plans fail repeatedly, culminating in an
unexpected twist. The story offers a humorous yet thoughtful look at poverty and the desire for security.

5. The Duplicity of Hargraves by O. Henry
In this tale, a con artist named Hargraves encounters a situation that challenges his deceptive ways. Known
for his cunning, he finds himself outsmarted, leading to a surprising resolution. The story delves into



themes of deception, justice, and irony.

6. The Furnished Room by O. Henry
A young man searches a furnished room in New York City for his lost love, only to discover a haunting
truth. The story's somber tone and unexpected ending highlight themes of love, loss, and the loneliness of
urban life. O. Henry’s signature twist leaves a lasting impression on the reader.

7. After Twenty Years by O. Henry
Two old friends agree to meet at a designated spot after twenty years to catch up on their lives. When
they finally meet, the story reveals an ironic twist related to loyalty and change. This brief but powerful
narrative explores friendship, time, and the unpredictability of life.

8. The Skylight Room by O. Henry
This story centers on a young woman who rents a small, inexpensive room with a skylight while
pursuing her dreams in the city. It captures the struggles and hopes of individuals striving for a better life
amid challenging circumstances. The narrative is a touching portrayal of resilience and aspiration.

9. Two Thanksgiving Day Gentlemen by O. Henry
Set on Thanksgiving Day, this story features two gentlemen who display unexpected acts of kindness and
generosity. Their interactions reveal themes of charity, dignity, and the spirit of giving. O. Henry’s warm
storytelling emphasizes the importance of compassion in everyday life.
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