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one piece volume 21 marks a significant milestone in the long-running manga series created by
Eiichiro Oda. This volume continues to deliver the adventurous spirit, intense battles, and character
development that fans have come to expect from One Piece. Packed with crucial plot advancements
and memorable moments, One Piece volume 21 further explores the complex world of pirates,
alliances, and rivalries. It showcases the Straw Hat Pirates facing new challenges while deepening the
overarching narrative that drives the series. This article provides a comprehensive overview of One
Piece volume 21, highlighting its key story arcs, character appearances, and thematic elements.
Readers will gain insight into the volume’s contribution to the larger One Piece saga, as well as its
impact on the series’ ongoing popularity. The detailed examination also touches on the artistic style,
pacing, and reception among fans and critics alike. The following table of contents outlines the main
topics covered in this article.
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Plot Summary of One Piece Volume 21

One Piece volume 21 continues the thrilling escapades of the Straw Hat Pirates as they navigate the
complex world of the Grand Line. This volume predominantly covers the events of the Alabasta arc,
focusing on the build-up to the climactic confrontation with the Baroque Works organization. Readers
witness the crew's journey through desert landscapes and political intrigue, as well as their efforts to
aid Princess Vivi in saving her kingdom. The plot intensifies with the introduction of new antagonists
and the unfolding of deeper conspiracies that threaten the stability of Alabasta. Throughout the
volume, the narrative balances action, suspense, and emotional depth, driving forward the larger
storyline while providing satisfying episodic moments.

Major Plot Points

The following are some of the crucial plot developments found in One Piece volume 21:

e The Straw Hat Pirates' arrival in Alabasta and their alliance with Princess Vivi.

e The escalating conflict between the rebel forces and the Baroque Works agents.



e The unveiling of Crocodile's true motives and his role as a formidable antagonist.
e Preparations for the inevitable showdown between Luffy and the Baroque Works leaders.

e The emotional stakes raised by the kingdom’s turmoil and the loyalty of its people.

Main Characters Featured in Volume 21

One Piece volume 21 highlights several key characters who play pivotal roles in the unfolding story.
The volume deepens the portrayal of both the Straw Hat Pirates and their adversaries, providing more
context and background to their motivations. The interactions among these characters add
complexity to the narrative and enhance the overall reading experience.

The Straw Hat Pirates

The main crew members remain central to the story, with particular focus on Monkey D. Luffy, the
captain, whose determination and fighting spirit drive much of the volume’s action. Other crew
members such as Zoro, Nami, Usopp, Sanji, Chopper, and Robin contribute through their unique skills
and personalities, supporting the mission to save Alabasta.

Princess Vivi

Princess Vivi emerges as a critical character in volume 21, embodying the themes of loyalty and
sacrifice. Her alliance with the Straw Hats highlights her commitment to her kingdom’s welfare and
adds emotional weight to the plot. Vivi's character development is explored more deeply, showcasing
her courage and resolve amid political chaos.

Antagonists

The volume introduces and further develops the antagonists from Baroque Works, especially
Crocodile, the elusive and dangerous leader. Other notable enemies include Mr. 1 (Daz Bones) and
Mr. 2 Bon Clay, whose confrontations with the crew add intense action sequences. These characters’
unique abilities and strategic minds present significant obstacles for the protagonists.

Key Battles and Conflicts

Action-packed confrontations are a hallmark of One Piece volume 21, with several pivotal battles that
shape the course of the arc. These fights not only showcase the characters’ combat skills but also
emphasize themes of friendship, loyalty, and justice. The volume balances dramatic tension with
dynamic fight choreography to engage readers fully.



Luffy vs. Mr. 1 (Daz Bones)

One of the most memorable battles in volume 21 is the showdown between Luffy and Mr. 1. This fight
is significant because it pushes Luffy to adapt and develop new techniques to overcome a seemingly

invulnerable opponent. The battle is intense, strategically complex, and highlights Luffy’s growth as a
fighter.

Straw Hats vs. Baroque Works Agents

Throughout the volume, various members of the Straw Hats engage in skirmishes with Baroque Works
operatives. These conflicts serve to advance the plot and demonstrate each crew member’s abilities
and resolve. The fights are interspersed with moments of character interaction and tactical planning.

Build-Up to the Luffy vs. Crocodile Battle

Volume 21 sets the stage for the climactic battle between Luffy and Crocodile by revealing Crocodile’s
powers and intentions. The tension escalates as the stakes grow higher, preparing readers for the
intense confrontation that follows in the subsequent volumes.

Themes and Story Development

One Piece volume 21 explores several thematic elements that resonate throughout the series,
enriching the narrative depth and character arcs. These themes contribute to the volume’s lasting
appeal and integral role in the overall storyline.

Loyalty and Friendship

The bond between the Straw Hat Pirates and Princess Vivi exemplifies the themes of loyalty and
friendship. Their willingness to fight for each other and for the good of Alabasta underscores the
importance of trust and solidarity in the face of adversity.

Justice and Corruption

The political turmoil in Alabasta introduces themes of justice and corruption, as the true villains
manipulate events for personal gain. These themes add complexity to the story, encouraging readers
to consider the moral ambiguities present in the world of One Piece.

Growth and Determination

Character growth, especially that of Luffy, is a focal point in volume 21. The challenges faced by the
crew push them to develop new abilities and reinforce their determination to achieve their goals. This
theme of perseverance is a cornerstone of the series.



Art Style and Presentation

The artistic quality of One Piece volume 21 maintains the high standards set by Eiichiro Oda
throughout the series. The visual storytelling complements the narrative, enhancing the emotional
and action-driven scenes with expressive character designs and dynamic layouts.

Character Design and Expression

Oda’s distinctive art style shines in this volume, with detailed character expressions that convey a
wide range of emotions. The designs of both heroes and villains are memorable and contribute to the
immersive experience of the story.

Action Sequences and Panel Layout

The action scenes are rendered with clarity and energy, using varied panel layouts to emphasize
movement and impact. The pacing of the battles is carefully managed to maintain suspense and
excitement throughout the volume.

Environmental and Background Art

The settings, especially the desert landscapes of Alabasta, are depicted with attention to detail,
creating a vivid backdrop for the story. These environments support the mood and help to immerse
readers in the world of One Piece.

Reception and Impact

One Piece volume 21 has been well-received by fans and critics alike, praised for its compelling story,
character development, and thrilling action. It is considered a pivotal volume within the Alabasta arc
and the series as a whole.

Critical Acclaim

Reviewers have lauded volume 21 for its balance of emotional depth and intense battles. The
introduction of complex antagonists and the exploration of political intrigue have been highlighted as
strong points that elevate the narrative.

Fan Response

Fans appreciate the volume’s contribution to the overall story arc, particularly the growth of Luffy and
the crew’s camaraderie. The volume’s memorable moments and cliffhangers have helped maintain
excitement and anticipation for subsequent installments.



Legacy within the One Piece Series

Volume 21 is often cited as a turning point that solidifies One Piece’s reputation for combining
adventure, character-driven storytelling, and intricate world-building. Its influence is evident in the
continued popularity and longevity of the franchise.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main story arcs covered in One Piece Volume
21?

One Piece Volume 21 primarily covers the climax and aftermath of the Alabasta Arc, including the
final battles against Baroque Works and the resolution of the conflict in the desert kingdom.

Which key characters have significant developments in
Volume 21 of One Piece?

In Volume 21, key characters such as Luffy, Vivi, Crocodile, and the Straw Hat Pirates experience
significant developments, with Luffy facing off against Crocodile and Vivi confronting her loyalty to
Alabasta.

Does One Piece Volume 21 include any major plot twists or
reveals?

Yes, Volume 21 features major plot twists, including the true identity and motives of Mr. 0 (Crocodile),
the revelation of Baroque Works’ plans, and the dramatic conclusion of the Alabasta rebellion.

Is One Piece Volume 21 a good starting point for new readers?

Volume 21 is not recommended as a starting point for new readers because it continues complex
storylines and character arcs established in earlier volumes, particularly the Alabasta Arc.

Are there any notable battles in One Piece Volume 21?

Yes, Volume 21 contains notable battles such as Luffy's intense fight against Crocodile, which is one
of the series' most pivotal and challenging confrontations.

Additional Resources

1. One Piece Volume 20: The Battle of Alabasta Begins

This volume sets the stage for the intense conflict in the Alabasta Kingdom. Luffy and his crew face off
against the Baroque Works agents, escalating the stakes in their quest to save the kingdom. The
volume highlights the alliances and betrayals that deepen the plot, leading directly into the events of
Volume 21.



2. One Piece Volume 22: The Climax of the Alabasta Arc

Following Volume 21, this book concludes the epic battle in Alabasta. Key characters reveal their
backstories and motivations, and the Straw Hat Pirates confront their most formidable foes yet. The
volume is filled with dramatic fights, emotional moments, and significant character development.

3. One Piece Volume 19: The Baroque Works Conspiracy

This volume delves into the intricate plans of the Baroque Works organization. Readers learn more
about the villains' schemes and their impact on the Alabasta Kingdom. It provides essential context
that enhances the understanding of the conflict in Volume 21.

4. One Piece: East Blue Saga Complete Edition

A compilation of the early adventures of the Straw Hat Pirates, this edition covers their initial journey
and the formation of their crew. It offers insight into their personalities and motivations, setting the
foundation for the challenges faced in later volumes like 21.

5. One Piece Volume 23: Aftermath and New Beginnings

After the Alabasta conflict, this volume explores the consequences of the battle and the Straw Hats'
next steps. It introduces new characters and hints at future adventures, bridging the gap between the
Alabasta arc and subsequent storylines.

6. One Piece: The Art of Eiichiro Oda

This art book showcases the creative process behind One Piece, featuring character designs, concept
sketches, and commentary from the author. It provides fans with a deeper appreciation of the visual
and narrative elements seen in Volume 21 and beyond.

7. One Piece Volume 18: The Desert Kingdom in Crisis

Focusing on the political turmoil within Alabasta, this volume reveals the internal struggles of the
kingdom. The Straw Hats begin to understand the full scope of the conspiracy, setting up the
confrontations that unfold in Volume 21.

8. One Piece Volume 24: The Journey Continues

This volume marks the beginning of new adventures following the resolution of the Alabasta arc. The
crew faces fresh challenges and explores new territories, expanding the world of One Piece and
developing the overarching plot.

9. One Piece: Characters & World Guide
A comprehensive guide to the characters, locations, and lore of the One Piece universe. This book

helps readers contextualize the events of Volume 21 by providing background information and
detailed profiles that enhance the reading experience.
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