
one friday morning questions and
answers
one friday morning questions and answers provide a structured approach to
understanding the complexities of the short story "One Friday Morning" by
Langston Hughes. This article delves into the essential questions and answers
that clarify the story's themes, characters, and plot. Whether used for
academic purposes or personal enrichment, this resource covers a variety of
inquiries that readers often have about the narrative. The emphasis on clear
explanations and detailed responses makes it a valuable tool for students,
educators, and literature enthusiasts. Additionally, the discussion
highlights critical thinking aspects and the moral lessons embedded in the
story. This comprehensive guide ensures an in-depth grasp of "One Friday
Morning" through well-organized questions and answers, enhancing
comprehension and appreciation of Langston Hughes’ work.
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Overview of "One Friday Morning"
"One Friday Morning" is a compelling short story written by Langston Hughes
that explores issues of racial discrimination, fairness, and integrity. Set
in the mid-20th century, the story follows the experiences of a young African
American girl who faces unexpected injustice despite her talents and efforts.
The narrative unfolds around an art contest and the protagonist’s aspirations
to win a scholarship. Understanding the background and context of this story
is crucial for grasping its significance in American literature and social
commentary.

Background and Author
Langston Hughes, a prominent figure of the Harlem Renaissance, is renowned
for his works that highlight African American culture and social challenges.



"One Friday Morning" reflects Hughes' commitment to addressing racial
inequality and the pursuit of justice. The story was written during a period
when civil rights issues were becoming increasingly prominent in the United
States, making its themes resonate deeply with readers.

Setting and Context
The story is set primarily in a school environment, focusing on the
protagonist’s art class and the subsequent award ceremony. This setting is
significant as it represents a microcosm of society where issues of race and
fairness are played out. The time period, although not explicitly stated,
suggests the era of segregation and limited opportunities for African
Americans, which is central to the story’s conflict.

Key Themes and Messages
The themes in "One Friday Morning" address important societal issues such as
racial prejudice, the struggle for equality, and the importance of self-
respect. These themes are woven throughout the narrative and are critical to
understanding the story's moral and emotional impact.

Racial Discrimination
The story vividly portrays the reality of racial discrimination, particularly
in educational and social settings. The protagonist faces unfair treatment
despite her qualifications, highlighting systemic racism. This theme
encourages readers to reflect on the persistence of racial bias and its
effects on individuals.

Justice and Fairness
Justice is a central motif in the story, especially regarding the
protagonist’s experience with the art contest and the scholarship. The denial
of the award, despite her winning artwork, raises questions about the
fairness of societal institutions. This theme underscores the need for
equitable treatment and challenges readers to consider the consequences of
injustice.

Perseverance and Integrity
Despite facing discrimination, the protagonist maintains her dignity and
composure. This theme emphasizes the importance of perseverance and integrity
in the face of adversity. It serves as an inspirational message about
standing firm in one’s principles and self-worth.



Main Characters and Their Roles
The effectiveness of "One Friday Morning" is largely due to its well-
developed characters, who embody the story’s themes and conflicts.
Understanding these characters is essential for interpreting the narrative
meaningfully.

The Protagonist
The central character is a young African American girl who excels in art and
hopes to win a scholarship to further her education. Her talent, optimism,
and resilience are highlighted throughout the story. She represents the
struggles of many young African Americans during the era and serves as a
symbol of hope and determination.

Supporting Characters
Several supporting characters play vital roles in shaping the protagonist’s
experience. These include her classmates, teachers, and the officials
responsible for the art contest. Their actions and attitudes reflect societal
views and contribute to the story’s conflict and resolution.

Plot Summary and Analysis
The plot of "One Friday Morning" centers on the protagonist’s participation
in an art contest and the subsequent events that unfold. A detailed summary
and analysis provide insight into the narrative structure and its thematic
implications.

Plot Overview
The story begins with the protagonist preparing for an art contest at her
school. She creates a painting that wins first prize, earning her a
scholarship to a prestigious art school. However, when the award is about to
be presented, she discovers that the scholarship has been withdrawn due to
racial discrimination. The story concludes with the protagonist’s quiet but
firm reaction to this injustice.

Analysis of Key Events
The turning point in the story is the withdrawal of the scholarship, which
exposes the harsh realities of prejudice. The protagonist’s response, which
avoids anger or despair, highlights her strength and maturity. This event
encourages readers to consider the impact of discrimination on individuals’



dreams and aspirations.

Frequently Asked Questions
This section provides answers to common questions related to "one friday
morning questions and answers," assisting readers in deepening their
understanding of the story.

What is the main message of "One Friday Morning"?
The main message emphasizes the injustice of racial discrimination and the
importance of maintaining dignity and hope despite unfair treatment. It calls
attention to the need for equality and fairness in society.

Why was the protagonist denied the scholarship?
The protagonist was denied the scholarship because of her race, reflecting
the systemic racism prevalent at the time. Despite winning the contest
fairly, the award was rescinded due to discriminatory policies.

How does the protagonist react to the injustice?
She responds with quiet strength and resilience, choosing to uphold her
integrity rather than succumb to bitterness. Her reaction demonstrates
maturity and a hopeful outlook toward future opportunities.

What role does the art contest play in the story?
The art contest serves as a symbol of meritocracy and opportunity, but also
exposes the limitations imposed by racial prejudice. It is the central event
around which the story’s conflict revolves.

Interpretation and Critical Thinking
Engaging with "one friday morning questions and answers" involves not only
comprehension but also analysis and interpretation. This section encourages
deeper reflection on the story’s implications and relevance.

Discussion of Symbolism
The protagonist’s artwork symbolizes hope, talent, and the potential for a



better future. The withdrawal of the scholarship symbolizes societal barriers
and racial injustice. These symbols enrich the narrative and invite readers
to think critically about broader social issues.

Critical Thinking Questions

How does Langston Hughes use the protagonist’s experience to comment on
racial inequality?

In what ways does the story challenge the concept of the American Dream?

What emotions does the story evoke, and how do they contribute to its
impact?

How might the story be different if set in a contemporary context?

What lessons can be drawn from the protagonist’s response to
discrimination?

These questions serve as a foundation for classroom discussions, essays, or
personal reflection, promoting a richer understanding of the story’s
significance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'One Friday Morning' by
Langston Hughes?
'One Friday Morning' explores themes of racial discrimination, injustice, and
the struggle for equality.

Who is the protagonist in 'One Friday Morning'?
The protagonist of 'One Friday Morning' is Nancy Lee, a talented African
American art student.

Why was Nancy Lee denied the scholarship in 'One
Friday Morning'?
Nancy Lee was denied the scholarship because of racial prejudice despite her
artistic talent.



What is the significance of the title 'One Friday
Morning'?
The title signifies a pivotal day in Nancy Lee's life when she faces
disappointment and racial discrimination.

How does Langston Hughes portray racial issues in
'One Friday Morning'?
Langston Hughes portrays racial issues by highlighting the unfair treatment
Nancy Lee faces due to her race.

What message does 'One Friday Morning' convey to
readers?
The story conveys a message about the harsh realities of racism and the
importance of perseverance and dignity.

How does Nancy Lee respond to the injustice she
faces in the story?
Nancy Lee responds with grace and determination, refusing to let
discrimination define her self-worth.

What role does art play in 'One Friday Morning'?
Art represents Nancy Lee's talent and dreams, serving as a means for her to
express herself and strive for success.

Additional Resources
1. Friday Morning: Insights and Reflections
This book delves into the significance of Friday mornings as a unique time
for reflection and planning. It explores how starting the day with intention
can shape the rest of the day and week. Filled with thoughtful questions and
reflective exercises, it encourages readers to assess their goals and mindset
every Friday morning.

2. One Friday Morning: A Journey of Discovery
A captivating narrative that follows a protagonist through a transformative
Friday morning filled with unexpected questions and answers. The story
reveals how a single morning can change perspectives and lead to personal
growth. It's a blend of fiction and philosophical musings that inspire
readers to embrace curiosity.

3. Friday Morning Q&A: Unlocking Your Potential
This practical guide offers a series of questions designed to help readers



evaluate their personal and professional lives each Friday morning. The
answers and strategies provided help in setting achievable goals and
overcoming weekly challenges. It’s ideal for those seeking regular self-
improvement and clarity.

4. The Power of Friday Morning Questions
Explore the psychological and motivational impact of asking the right
questions every Friday morning. This book presents scientific research
alongside real-life examples to show how reflective questioning can enhance
productivity and happiness. It also includes prompts to practice during your
Friday routine.

5. Friday Morning Conversations: Questions and Answers for Growth
A collection of thought-provoking questions paired with insightful answers
meant to spark meaningful conversations. Perfect for book clubs, workshops,
or personal journaling, it focuses on themes relevant to ending the workweek
on a positive and constructive note. Each chapter encourages deep reflection
and dialogue.

6. Starting Your Friday Morning Right: Questions to Guide You
This book serves as a motivational companion for readers looking to start
their Friday mornings with purpose. It offers a structured set of questions
aimed at clarifying intentions, recognizing achievements, and planning ahead.
The answers guide readers to maintain momentum and finish the week strong.

7. Friday Morning Mindfulness: Questions and Answers for Peace
Combining mindfulness practices with guided questions, this book helps
readers cultivate calm and focus at the start of Friday. It emphasizes self-
awareness and emotional balance, providing answers that encourage acceptance
and positivity. Ideal for anyone seeking a peaceful transition into the
weekend.

8. Reflective Friday: Questions and Answers to End the Week
Designed to be read at the close of the workweek, this book encourages
readers to reflect on their accomplishments, lessons learned, and areas for
improvement. The questions prompt honest self-assessment, while the answers
offer encouragement and practical advice. It’s a valuable tool for continuous
personal development.

9. Friday Morning Inspirations: Questions and Answers for Motivation
A collection of inspiring questions and motivational answers aimed at
energizing readers every Friday morning. It includes quotes, affirmations,
and actionable insights that help foster a positive mindset. Perfect for
anyone looking to boost enthusiasm and creativity as the weekend approaches.
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