ohio state notre dame football history

Ohio State Notre Dame football history is a rich and storied narrative that encompasses decades of thrilling
competition, legendary players, and memorable moments. The rivalry between the Ohio State Buckeyes
and the Notre Dame Fighting Irish has been characterized by significant games, passionate fan bases, and a
shared pursuit of college football glory. This article delves into the intricate history of these two iconic
programs, examining their origins, key matchups, and the lasting impact they have had on the landscape of

college football.

Origins of the Programs

Ohio State Buckeyes

The Ohio State University, located in Columbus, Ohio, established its football program in 1890. The
Buckeyes quickly became a force in college football, with their first significant success occurring in the
early 1900s. The program gained national prominence under legendary coaches like John Wilce, who led
the team to its first Big Ten championship in 1916, and Paul Brown, who took over in the 1940s and

transformed Ohio State into a national powerhouse.

Notre Dame Fighting Irish

The University of Notre Dame, located in South Bend, Indiana, also has a storied football history that dates
back to the late 19th century. Founded in 1887, the Fighting Irish quickly rose to prominence under the
guidance of coaches like Knute Rockne, who is often regarded as one of the greatest coaches in college
football history. Rockne's innovative strategies and emphasis on teamwork helped Notre Dame achieve

national championships and solidify its reputation as a football juggernaut.

Notable Matchups

The Ohio State and Notre Dame football programs have faced each other on several occasions, with each
game contributing to the rich tapestry of college football history. Here are some of the most notable

matchups:



1935: The First Meeting

- Date: October 26, 1935
- Location: Ohio Stadium, Columbus, Ohio
- Outcome: Notre Dame 18, Ohio State 13

The first meeting between these two teams set the stage for a fierce rivalry. The Fighting Irish emerged
victorious, showcasing their talent and resilience. This game was the beginning of a series of encounters

that would captivate fans for generations.

1942: The National Championship Showdown

- Date: January 1, 1942
- Location: Rose Bowl, Pasadena, California

- Outcome: Ohio State 20, USC 7

While this game was not directly between Ohio State and Notre Dame, it is essential to mention as it
showcased the Buckeyes' rise to prominence. Ohio State's victory in the Rose Bowl helped solidify their

position as a leading program in college football.

1995: The Fiesta Bowl

- Date: January 1, 1995
- Location: Sun Devil Stadium, Tempe, Arizona

- Outcome: Ohio State 20, Notre Dame 17

The 1995 Fiesta Bowl was a significant encounter, as both teams were highly ranked. Ohio State's victory

showcased their ability to perform under pressure, adding another chapter to the rivalry.

2006: The BCS National Championship Game

- Date: January 8, 2007
- Location: University of Phoenix Stadium, Glendale, Arizona
- Outcome: Florida 41, Ohio State 14

While not a direct matchup against Notre Dame, this game was significant for the Buckeyes as they faced a
highly ranked opponent in the BCS National Championship. Notre Dame had previously faced Ohio State

in the 2005 season, and their close relationship as prominent programs added intrigue to this period.



2015: The Cotton Bowl

- Date: December 31, 2015
- Location: AT&T Stadium, Arlington, Texas
- Outcome: Ohio State 44, Notre Dame 28

The Cotton Bowl provided another opportunity for both teams to showcase their skills on a national stage.

Ohio State's impressive victory reaffirmed their status as one of the elite teams in college football.

Key Players and Coaches

The legacy of both programs is defined by the remarkable players and coaches who have donned their
respective uniforms. Here are some of the most influential figures in Ohio State and Notre Dame football

history:

Ohio State Buckeyes

1. Woody Hayes - The iconic coach led the Buckeyes to five national championships and is remembered for
his intense coaching style and fierce loyalty to the program.

2. Archie Griffin - The only two-time Heisman Trophy winner in college football history, Griffin is a
legendary figure in Ohio State lore.

3. Eddie George - The 1995 Heisman Trophy winner, George is known for his powerful running style and
played a crucial role in Ohio State's success in the 1990s.

4. Troy Smith - The 2006 Heisman Trophy winner, Smith was instrumental in leading the Buckeyes to
the BCS National Championship game that season.

Notre Dame Fighting Irish

1. Knute Rockne - As one of the most famous coaches in college football history, Rockne's innovative
approaches and success on the field made Notre Dame a national powerhouse.

2. George Gipp - A legendary player whose contributions helped define Notre Dame football, Gipp is
remembered for his remarkable skills and leadership.

3. Joe Theismann - The 1970 Heisman Trophy winner, Theismann went on to have a successful career in
the NFL and remains a celebrated figure in Notre Dame history.

4. Rudy Ruettiger - Though not a star player, Ruettiger's story of determination and perseverance became

a cultural touchstone, inspiring the film "Rudy” and highlighting the spirit of Notre Dame football.



Rivalry Dynamics

While Ohio State and Notre Dame are not traditional rivals, their meetings have often carried significant
weight in the college football landscape. The matches between these two storied programs are

characterized by several key elements:

- Intense Fan Support: Both fan bases are known for their passionate support and dedication, creating an
electric atmosphere during games.

- High Stakes: Many of their matchups have occurred during pivotal points in the season, with playoff
implications or national rankings on the line.

- Cultural Impact: The rivalry carries cultural significance, as both programs represent unique traditions

and values in college football.

Conclusion

The Ohio State Notre Dame football history is a testament to the rich tradition and competitive spirit that
defines college football. From their early encounters to modern-day matchups, the Buckeyes and Fighting
Irish have provided fans with unforgettable moments and thrilling contests. The legacy of both programs
continues to evolve, but their shared history remains a cherished part of college football lore. As they look
to the future, the hope for more memorable battles on the gridiron endures, keeping the spirit of this

historic rivalry alive for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is the historical significance of the Ohio State vs. Notre Dame
football rivalry?

The Ohio State vs. Notre Dame football rivalry is significant as it features two of the most storied programs
in college football history, with each having multiple national championships and a rich tradition of success,

making their matchups highly anticipated events.

How many times have Ohio State and Notre Dame faced each other in
football?

As of October 2023, Ohio State and Notre Dame have faced each other a total of 7 times, with the most

recent meeting occurring in 2022.



What was the outcome of the last Ohio State vs. Notre Dame football
game?

In the last matchup in 2022, Ohio State defeated Notre Dame with a score of 21-10, showcasing Ohio State's

strong offensive performance.

‘Who are some notable players from Ohio State and Notre Dame who
have participated in this rivalry?

Notable players include Ohio State's Archie Griffin, the only two-time Heisman Trophy winner, and Notre

Dame's Joe Theismann, who went on to have a successful NFL career.

What are some memorable moments from the Ohio State vs. Notre Dame

football games?

Memorable moments include the 1995 Citrus Bowl, where Ohio State won 20-17 in a thrilling finish, and
the 1978 matchup where Notre Dame secured a dramatic 29-27 victory, highlighting the competitive

nature of the rivalry.
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