ohio state history football

Ohio State history football is a tapestry woven with success, tradition, and a passion that
resonates beyond the gridiron. The Ohio State Buckeyes, representing The Ohio State University in
Columbus, are one of college football's most storied programs. Their history is marked by legendary
coaches, iconic players, and a fervent fan base. This article delves into the rich history of Ohio State
football, exploring its origins, milestones, rivalries, and impact on college athletics.

Origins of Ohio State Football

Ohio State football began in the late 19th century. The first recorded game took place in 1883, where
the team, known as the Buckeyes, played against a local high school team. Here are some key points
in the early history of the program:

e 1890s: Early Development - The team gained momentum, with initial seasons marked by
informal rules and limited competition.

* 1902: The First Coach - The university hired its first football coach, James M. McCulloch,
marking the beginning of a more organized approach to the sport.

e 1912: Formation of the Big Ten Conference - Ohio State became a charter member of the
Big Ten Conference, which would later play a pivotal role in shaping the program's identity.

Growth and Establishment

As the 20th century progressed, Ohio State football began to establish itself as a powerhouse. The
program saw significant growth in terms of talent, attendance, and success on the field.

* 1920s: Emergence of a Powerhouse - The Buckeyes won their first Big Ten championship in
1916 and continued to build a strong reputation.

* 1930: The First Rose Bowl Appearance - Ohio State made its first trip to the Rose Bowl,
setting a precedent for future bowl game appearances.

e 1942: National Championship - Under head coach Paul Brown, Ohio State won its first
national championship, defeating the University of California in the Rose Bowl.



Legendary Coaches and Players

Ohio State's success can be attributed to several legendary figures who have shaped the program.
Their contributions have left an indelible mark on Ohio State history football.

Coaching Greats

e Woody Hayes (1951-1978) - Perhaps the most iconic figure in Ohio State football history,
Woody Hayes led the Buckeyes to five national championships and 13 Big Ten titles. His intense
coaching style and commitment to the program helped establish a winning culture.

e Jim Tressel (2001-2010) - Tressel revitalized the program in the 2000s, winning a national
championship in 2002 and consistently competing for conference titles.

e Urban Meyer (2012-2018) - Meyer brought a modern approach to the program, leading Ohio
State to a national championship in 2014 and solidifying their status as a national power.

Iconic Players

The Buckeyes have produced numerous NFL stars and college football legends. Some notable players
include:

1. Archie Griffin - The only two-time winner of the Heisman Trophy (1974, 1975), Griffinis a
symbol of excellence in college football.

2. Chris Spielman - A standout linebacker in the late 1980s, Spielman became a two-time All-
American and later had a successful NFL career.

3. Joe Burrow - Although he transferred to LSU, Burrow won the Heisman Trophy in 2019 and led
the Tigers to a national championship.

Rivalries and Traditions

Ohio State football is heavily defined by its rivalries, the most notable being “The Game” against the
University of Michigan. This annual matchup embodies the spirit of college football and has historical
significance for both programs.



The Rivalry with Michigan

* First Meeting - The rivalry began in 1897, with Ohio State and Michigan facing off for the first
time. Since then, it has grown to become one of college football's greatest rivalries.

e The Ten-Year War - Spanning from 1969 to 1978, this era featured legendary coaches Woody
Hayes and Bo Schembechler, resulting in intense competition and numerous memorable games.

e Impact on Championships - Many of the games have had significant implications for
conference titles and national championships, heightening the stakes and excitement.

Traditions

Ohio State football is rich in traditions that enhance the game-day experience for fans. Some notable
traditions include:

e Script Ohio - A beloved pre-game routine performed by the Ohio State Marching Band, where
band members spell out "Ohio" while a sousaphone player dots the "i."

* Buckeye Leaves - Players earn stickers that they wear on their helmets as a symbol of
achievement and contribution to the team's success.

* The Buckeye Grove - A grove of buckeye trees planted in honor of players who have won the
Heisman Trophy, serving as a tribute to excellence.

Modern Era and Continued Success

In recent years, Ohio State football has continued to thrive. The program has adapted to the changing
landscape of college football while maintaining its winning tradition.

National Championships and Playoff Appearances

Since the introduction of the College Football Playoff in 2014, Ohio State has made significant strides:

e 2014 National Championship - Ohio State defeated Oregon in the inaugural College Football
Playoff National Championship, solidifying their status as a modern powerhouse.

¢ Consistent Playoff Appearances - The Buckeyes have repeatedly contended for playoff



spots, showcasing their ability to compete at the highest level.

» Recruiting Success - Ohio State has consistently attracted top-tier talent, allowing the
program to remain competitive in the national landscape.

Impact on College Football

Ohio State football has made significant contributions to the college football landscape:

* Influence on Recruiting - The program's success has led to increased interest in the Big Ten
and has set a standard for recruiting practices.

* Legacy of Excellence - Ohio State serves as a model for other programs, with a commitment
to academics, athletics, and community service.

* Global Reach - The Buckeyes have garnered a national and even international fan base,
showcasing the power of college football as a cultural phenomenon.

Conclusion

The history of Ohio State football is not just about wins and losses; it is a reflection of a community
united by a shared passion for the sport. From its humble beginnings to becoming a national
powerhouse, Ohio State has experienced a remarkable journey. The program’s rich traditions,
legendary coaches, and iconic players have all contributed to a legacy that continues to thrive. As
Ohio State football looks to the future, it remains dedicated to excellence, ensuring that the Buckeye
spirit lives on for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year did the Ohio State Buckeyes football team win
their first national championship?

The Ohio State Buckeyes won their first national championship in 1942.

Who is the all-time winningest coach in Ohio State football
history?

Woody Hayes is the all-time winningest coach in Ohio State football history.



Which Ohio State player won the Heisman Trophy in 1995?

Eddie George won the Heisman Trophy in 1995.

What is the name of Ohio State's home football stadium?

Ohio Stadium, also known as 'The Shoe', is the home football stadium of the Ohio State Buckeyes.

How many times has Ohio State appeared in the College
Football Playoff since its inception in 2014?

As of 2023, Ohio State has appeared in the College Football Playoff six times since its inception in
2014.

What is the significance of the 'Script Ohio' tradition at Ohio
State football games?

'Script Ohio' is a beloved tradition performed by the Ohio State University Marching Band, where band
members form a block 'O' and a sousaphone player dots the 'i* in 'Ohio".

In what year did Ohio State first join the Big Ten Conference?

Ohio State joined the Big Ten Conference in 1912.
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