ohio state football coaches history

Ohio State football coaches history is a rich tapestry woven through decades of triumphs, challenges, and
legendary figures. The Ohio State Buckeyes, representing The Ohio State University, have built a storied
football program that is as much about its players as it is about the coaches who have led them. This article
delves into the evolution of the coaching staff, highlighting key figures, their contributions, and the legacy
they have left on Ohio State football.

Early Years: The Formation of a Program

Ohio State football began in 1890, but it wasn’t until the early 20th century that the program began to take
shape under organized coaching leadership. The early coaches played crucial roles in establishing the team's

identity and competitive nature.

John Wilce (1913-1922)

John Wilce was one of the first significant coaches for the Buckeyes. He led the team to a 32-12-2 record
during his tenure. Wilce is remembered for:

- Developing a strong, disciplined team.

- Winning the 1916 Big Ten Championship.

- Establishing Ohio State as a formidable competitor in college football.

Francis Schmidt (1921-1928)

Following Wilce, Francis Schmidt became head coach and introduced innovative strategies. His most
notable achievements include:

- An impressive 58-17-3 record.

- Leading the Buckeyes to their first victory over Michigan in 1928.

- Implementing a forward-thinking approach to training and game strategy.

The Mid-20th Century: Rise to Prominence

As college football evolved, so did the coaching styles and philosophies. The mid-20th century saw Ohio

State become a national powerhouse.



Wes Fesler (1947-1948)

Wes Fesler had a short but impactful tenure. His strategic mindset helped hone players’ skills, although he
faced challenges in maintaining consistency. His legacy included:
- A focus on developing player talent.

- A 9-10 record, with significant losses overshadowing some of his successes.

Woody Hayes (1951-1978)

Woody Hayes is arguably the most legendary figure in Ohio State football history. His tenure transformed
the program and set a standard for excellence.

- Record: 238-72-10, making him one of college football's winningest coaches.

- Achievements:

- Three national championships (1954, 1957, 1968).

- 13 Big Ten titles.

- Legendary rivalries, particularly with Michigan, made Ohio State a household name.

- Coaching Philosophy: Hayes was known for his "three yards and a cloud of dust" philosophy, emphasizing

a strong running game and tough defense.

The Modern Era: Innovation and Success

The late 20th and early 21st centuries brought new challenges and opportunities for Ohio State football.
Coaches began to adapt to the changing landscape of college football, focusing on speed, skill, and modern

training techniques.

Jim Tressel (2001-2010)

Jim Tressel took over the program in the early 2000s and continued the legacy of excellence.
- Record: 106-22, including a national championship in 2002.

- Achievements:

- Six Big Ten titles.

- Known for his ability to recruit top-tier talent and develop players into NFL prospects.

- Cultural Impact: Tressel emphasized integrity and discipline, which resonated with players and fans alike.



Luke Fickell (2011, interim)

After Tressel's resignation, Luke Fickell was appointed as interim head coach. He faced significant
challenges but managed to keep the team competitive.
- Record: 6-7, with a focus on rebuilding the program's foundation.

- Legacy: Fickell's leadership helped maintain player morale during a transitional period.

Urban Meyer (2012-2018)

Urban Meyer arrived at Ohio State with a reputation for success and innovation. His impact was immediate
and profound.

- Record: 83-9, with a national championship in 2014.

- Achievements:

- Three Big Ten titles.

- Undefeated season in 2012, culminating in a national championship run in 2014.

- Innovative Strategies: Meyer introduced a fast-paced, spread offense that revolutionized Ohio State's

approach to the game.

Ryan Day (2019-Present)

Ryan Day succeeded Meyer and has continued the tradition of excellence at Ohio State.

- Record: As of October 2023, Day holds a record of 45-6.

- Achievements:

- Two Big Ten championships.

- Consistently ranked among the top teams in the nation.

- Future Vision: Day emphasizes player development and a commitment to maintaining Ohio State's status

as a national contender.

Coaching Philosophy and Impact on Players

Each Ohio State football coach has left an indelible mark on the program, not just in terms of wins and losses
but also in shaping the lives of young athletes. The philosophies adopted by these coaches have shaped the

culture of the team and fostered a sense of family among players.

¢ Player Development: Coaches like Meyer and Tressel focused on holistic development, ensuring

players excel both on and off the field.



e Discipline and Accountability: Woody Hayes and Jim Tressel emphasized discipline, which has

remained a cornerstone of the program.

e Community Engagement: Ohio State coaches have encouraged players to engage with the

community, fostering a sense of responsibility and leadership.

Legacy and Future of Ohio State Football Coaching

The history of Ohio State football coaches is characterized by a commitment to excellence, innovation, and
the development of young athletes. As the program moves forward, the influence of past coaches continues

to shape its identity.

- Recruiting: Future coaches will need to adapt to changing dynamics in recruiting, focusing on building
relationships with high school programs.

- Adapting to Change: The landscape of college football is constantly evolving with new technologies,
training techniques, and rule changes. Coaches will need to remain flexible and innovative.

- Maintaining Tradition: While embracing modern strategies, future coaches must also honor the legacy of

those who came before them, maintaining the traditions that make Ohio State football unique.

In conclusion, the history of Ohio State football coaches is a testament to the enduring spirit of the program.
From the foundational years to the modern era, each coach has contributed to a legacy that inspires current
players and fans alike. As Ohio State continues to compete at the highest levels, the influence of its coaches

will remain a vital part of its success story.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘Who was the first head coach of the Ohio State Buckeyes football team?

The first head coach of the Ohio State Buckeyes football team was John Wilce, who coached from 1913 to
1922.

‘Which Ohio State football coach has the most wins in program history?

‘Woody Hayes holds the record for the most wins in Ohio State football history, with a total of 238 victories
from 1951 to 1978.



What major changes did Jim Tressel bring to Ohio State football during

his tenure?

Jim Tressel emphasized discipline, academic success, and a strong recruiting strategy, leading the Buckeyes

to a national championship in 2002.

‘Who was Ohio State's head coach before Ryan Day?

Urban Meyer was the head coach of Ohio State before Ryan Day, serving from 2012 to 2018 and winning a

national championship in 2014.

How did John Cooper's coaching tenure impact Ohio State football?

John Cooper, who coached from 1988 to 1996, had a mixed record against Michigan and was often criticized
for his inability to win key games, but he also brought Ohio State to several bowl games and improved

recruiting.

‘What notable achievement did Earle Bruce accomplish as Ohio State's
head coach?

Earle Bruce, who coached from 1979 to 1987, is known for leading the Buckeyes to a victory in the 1984

Rose Bowl and achieving a significant win against Michigan.

Which Ohio State football coach was known for his 'three yards and a
cloud of dust' philosophy?

Woody Hayes is famously associated with the 'three yards and a cloud of dust' philosophy, emphasizing a
strong running game and physical style of play.

What impact did Ryan Day have on Ohio State football since becoming
head coach?

Since becoming head coach in 2019, Ryan Day has maintained Ohio State's status as a national powerhouse,

leading the team to multiple playoff appearances and winning the Big Ten Championship.

Who is the only Ohio State football coach to have an undefeated season?

The only Ohio State football coach to have an undefeated season is Jim Tressel, who led the team to a 14-0

record in 2002, culminating in a national championship.
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