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Of Mice and Men: Lennie and George's Relationship

The relationship between Lennie and George in John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men is one of the most
poignant and complex aspects of the novella. Their bond illustrates the themes of friendship,
dependency, and the human condition during the Great Depression. Set against the backdrop of a
harsh and unforgiving world, their relationship reveals the struggles of two displaced individuals
seeking connection and purpose. This article delves into the dynamics of their relationship, exploring
its significance, the contrasting personalities of the characters, and the broader implications of their
companionship.

Understanding the Characters

Lennie Small: Innocence and Strength

Lennie Small is a character marked by his physical strength and mental challenges. He is often
described as a "giant" with a childlike mind. This juxtaposition creates a unique dynamic in his
relationship with George. Key traits of Lennie include:

1. Childlike Innocence: Lennie's mental disability leads him to view the world with a simplistic and
untainted lens. His inability to understand the consequences of his actions often leads to
unintentional harm.

2. Physical Strength: Despite his innocence, Lennie possesses immense physical strength, which he
cannot fully control. This characteristic often results in unintended violence, illustrating the dangers
of his power combined with his naivety.

3. Dreamer: Lennie is deeply invested in their shared dream of owning a piece of land. This dream

serves as a source of hope for both characters and reflects the longing for a better life amidst their
struggles.

George Milton: Protector and Leader

George Milton serves as a stark contrast to Lennie. He is more pragmatic and aware of the harsh
realities they face. His key traits include:

1. Caretaker Role: George assumes the role of Lennie's protector, guiding him through life and
making decisions on his behalf. This dynamic showcases the themes of responsibility and sacrifice.

2. Realistic Outlook: Unlike Lennie, George is acutely aware of the societal challenges they face as



itinerant workers during the Great Depression. His practicality serves as a grounding force in their
relationship.

3. Dreamer as Well: George shares Lennie’s dream of owning land, which represents hope for a
future that is free from the struggles of their current lives. However, his understanding of the world
makes him more skeptical about the feasibility of this dream.

The Dynamics of Their Relationship

Mutual Dependency

The relationship between Lennie and George is built on mutual dependency. George relies on
Lennie's companionship to avoid loneliness, while Lennie depends on George for guidance and
protection. This interdependence is critical for both characters, as it provides them with a sense of
purpose. Key aspects of their dependency include:

- Emotional Support: In a world filled with isolation and despair, George and Lennie find solace in
each other’s company. They share dreams, stories, and the burdens of their existence.

- Practical Support: George often takes on the responsibility of ensuring their survival, making
decisions about work and managing their finances. In contrast, Lennie's strength helps them secure
jobs that require physical labor.

The Power Dynamic

While their relationship is characterized by companionship, there is a noticeable power dynamic at
play. George often assumes a position of authority, making choices for both of them. This dynamic
can be understood through several lenses:

1. Protective Instinct: George's authoritative role stems from his desire to protect Lennie, who is
vulnerable and often oblivious to danger. This protective instinct is both a burden and a source of
pride for George.

2. Frustration and Resentment: George sometimes expresses frustration with Lennie's behavior,
particularly when Lennie's actions lead to trouble. This complex emotional response highlights the
strain that their relationship can produce.

3. Control and Freedom: George's need to control situations can be seen as a double-edged sword.

While it is necessary for Lennie's safety, it also limits Lennie's autonomy and freedom, creating
tension in their bond.

Shared Dreams and Aspirations



The dream of owning their piece of land is the central aspiration that binds George and Lennie
together. This dream serves multiple functions in their relationship:

- Hope and Motivation: The dream fuels their daily existence, providing them with a reason to
endure the hardships of their itinerant lifestyle. It is a symbol of the American Dream, representing
freedom and self-sufficiency.

- Bonding Experience: The recurring discussions about their dream strengthen their bond. Lennie's
childlike enthusiasm complements George's more realistic approach, creating a shared vision that
transcends their immediate struggles.

- Inevitability of Disillusionment: As the story progresses, the dream becomes increasingly
unattainable, highlighting the harsh realities of their lives. This disillusionment creates an emotional
weight in their relationship, reflecting the broader societal challenges of the time.

The Tragic Conclusion

The relationship between Lennie and George ultimately leads to a tragic conclusion, which has
profound implications for both characters. Key elements of this conclusion include:

Climactic Incident

The turning point in their relationship occurs when Lennie accidentally kills Curley’s wife. This
incident encapsulates the tragic consequences of Lennie's inability to control his strength and the
societal constraints they face. The fallout from this moment forces George to confront the reality of
their dream and their relationship.

The Burden of Choice

Faced with the inevitability of Lennie's fate, George is left with an agonizing choice. He must decide
between protecting Lennie or allowing him to face the consequences of his actions. This moment
reflects the ultimate sacrifice that George must make, showcasing the depth of their relationship and
the weight of responsibility.

Enduring Legacy

The tragic end of their relationship leaves a lasting impact on the reader. George's decision to end
Lennie's life can be interpreted as a final act of love, sparing Lennie from a cruel world. This
complexity invites readers to reflect on the nature of friendship, sacrifice, and the human condition.



Conclusion

The relationship between Lennie and George in Of Mice and Men is a profound exploration of
friendship, dependency, and the human experience. Their bond, characterized by mutual support,
shared dreams, and complex dynamics, serves as a microcosm of the struggles faced by many during
the Great Depression. Through Steinbeck’s portrayal of their relationship, readers are confronted
with the heartbreaking realities of companionship and the sacrifices that accompany it. Ultimately,
the story of Lennie and George transcends its historical context, resonating with universal themes
that continue to speak to the human experience today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the nature of the relationship between Lennie and
George in 'Of Mice and Men'?

Lennie and George share a complex relationship characterized by deep friendship, dependency, and
protective instincts. George acts as a caretaker for Lennie, who has intellectual disabilities, while
Lennie offers George companionship and a sense of purpose.

How does George's role as a protector shape his relationship
with Lennie?

George's protective role defines their relationship, as he constantly looks out for Lennie's well-being
and tries to guide him through social situations. This dynamic creates a bond of loyalty and
responsibility, but also leads to tension and frustration for George due to Lennie's inability to
understand consequences.

What dreams do Lennie and George share, and how do these
dreams affect their relationship?

Lennie and George share a dream of owning a piece of land and living independently. This dream
serves as a source of hope and motivation for both characters, strengthening their bond and
providing a vision for a better future amidst their struggles.

How does the theme of loneliness manifest in Lennie and
George's relationship?

Despite their close bond, the theme of loneliness pervades their relationship, as both characters are
isolated from the world around them. George often feels burdened by his responsibility for Lennie,
while Lennie, due to his mental challenges, struggles to connect with others, highlighting their
mutual dependence and isolation.



In what ways does Lennie's innocence impact George's life and
decisions?

Lennie's innocence and childlike behavior force George to make difficult choices, often prioritizing
Lennie's safety over his own desires. This dynamic leads to sacrifices on George's part, illustrating
the profound impact Lennie's character has on shaping George's actions and moral compass.

What is the significance of the ending of 'Of Mice and Men' for
George and Lennie's relationship?

The ending of 'Of Mice and Men' is tragic and pivotal, as George is faced with an agonizing decision
to end Lennie's life to spare him from a worse fate. This act underscores the depth of their
relationship, highlighting themes of love, sacrifice, and the harsh realities of their lives during the
Great Depression.
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