
oatey toilet flange installation instructions

Oatey toilet flange installation instructions are essential for anyone looking to replace or install a toilet
flange in their bathroom. The toilet flange serves as a crucial connection between the toilet and the drain pipe,
ensuring a secure and leak-free installation. This article will guide you through the process step-by-step,
including the tools required, preparation steps, installation procedures, and common troubleshooting tips.

Understanding the Toilet Flange

Before diving into the installation process, it's important to understand what a toilet flange is and its
purpose. A toilet flange is a ring-shaped fitting that is mounted to the floor and connects the toilet to the
waste pipe. It holds the toilet in place and provides a seal to prevent leaks.

There are various types of toilet flanges available, including:

PVC Flanges

ABS Flanges

Metal Flanges

Wax Ring Flanges

The Oatey brand is well-known for its durable and reliable toilet flanges, which are suitable for different
flooring materials and drain configurations.

Tools and Materials Needed

Before starting your installation, gather the following tools and materials:

Tools:

Adjustable wrench

Drill with bits

Screwdriver

Utility knife

Tape measure

Level

Plumber's putty or silicone sealant



Materials:

Oatey toilet flange kit

Wax ring (if not included with the flange)

Toilet bolts (if not included with the flange)

Preparation Steps

Before installing the Oatey toilet flange, you must prepare the area properly. Follow these steps:

Shut Off Water Supply: Locate the shut-off valve for the water supply to the toilet and turn it off1.
to prevent any leaks during the installation.

Remove the Old Toilet: Unscrew the toilet from the floor using a wrench and remove the toilet bolts.2.
Carefully lift the toilet off the flange and set it aside.

Inspect the Old Flange: Check the condition of the existing toilet flange. If it is cracked, rusted, or3.
damaged, it must be replaced.

Prepare the Floor: Clean the area around the old flange, removing any debris, wax ring remnants, or old4.
screws. Ensure the subfloor is solid and free from damage.

Installing the Oatey Toilet Flange

Once you have prepared the area, it’s time to install the Oatey toilet flange. Follow these instructions
carefully:

Choose the Right Flange: Select the appropriate Oatey flange model based on your drain pipe size1.
(typically 3" or 4") and the type of flooring.

Position the Flange: Place the flange over the drain pipe. Ensure that the flange's holes are aligned with2.
the toilet bolt slots.

Secure the Flange: Use screws (usually included in the kit) to secure the flange to the floor. If you’re3.
installing it on concrete, use a drill with a masonry bit to create pilot holes for the screws.

Check for Level: Use a level to ensure the flange is even. If the flange is unlevel, use shims to raise the4.
low side until it is level.

Apply Plumber’s Putty or Sealant: Apply a bead of plumber’s putty or silicone sealant around the5.
flange’s top edge to create a watertight seal.

Install the Wax Ring: If your flange does not come with a wax ring, place a wax ring on top of the6.
flange. Ensure it is centered and pressed down lightly to create a good seal.

Reconnect the Toilet: Position the toilet over the flange and align the toilet bolts with the holes in the7.



toilet base. Gently lower the toilet onto the wax ring, ensuring it is seated properly.

Secure the Toilet: Tighten the nuts onto the toilet bolts, alternating between sides to avoid cracking8.
the porcelain. Be careful not to overtighten.

Reconnect the Water Supply: Reattach the water supply line to the toilet tank and turn on the shut-9.
off valve.

Test for Leaks: Flush the toilet and check for leaks around the base and the water supply connection. If10.
everything is secure, you’re good to go!

Common Troubleshooting Tips

After installation, you might encounter some issues. Here are common problems and solutions:

1. Leaking at the base:
- Ensure the wax ring is properly seated.
- Check for any cracks in the flange or toilet base.
- Tighten the toilet bolts without overtightening.

2. Unstable Toilet:
- Check if the flange is level. If not, adjust using shims.
- Tighten the toilet bolts evenly to secure the toilet.

3. Difficulty flushing:
- Ensure the water supply is properly connected and fully open.
- Check for clogs in the drain line.

Conclusion

Following the Oatey toilet flange installation instructions can ensure a secure and leak-free connection
between your toilet and the plumbing system. Proper preparation, the right tools, and careful installation are
key to a successful project. If you encounter any issues during installation, refer to the troubleshooting tips
provided, or consult with a professional plumber for assistance. With this guide, you can confidently tackle
your toilet flange installation and enjoy a well-functioning bathroom fixture for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What tools do I need for Oatey toilet flange installation?

You will need a wax ring, a putty knife, a socket wrench, a level, and a screwdriver.



How do I prepare the area before installing the Oatey toilet flange?

Ensure the floor is clean and dry, and check that the existing flange is in good condition or remove it if
necessary.

Is it necessary to use a wax ring with the Oatey toilet flange?

Yes, a wax ring is essential to create a watertight seal between the flange and the toilet.

Can I install an Oatey toilet flange over an existing flange?

Yes, but it's recommended to replace the old flange if it is damaged or rusted to ensure a secure installation.

What is the proper alignment for the Oatey toilet flange?

The flange should be level with the finished floor, and bolt holes should face the wall to ensure proper toilet
alignment.

How do I secure the Oatey toilet flange to the floor?

Use the provided screws to fasten the flange to the floor, ensuring it is tightly secured and level.

What should I do if the Oatey toilet flange is not level?

You may need to use shims to level the flange before securing it to the floor.

How do I ensure a proper seal after installing the Oatey toilet flange?

After installing the flange, place the wax ring on top and carefully position the toilet over the flange, then
tighten the bolts evenly.

What are common mistakes to avoid during Oatey toilet flange
installation?

Common mistakes include not leveling the flange, using an old or damaged flange, and not properly securing the
toilet to the flange.

How can I troubleshoot leaks after installing an Oatey toilet flange?

Check the wax ring seal, ensure the flange is level, and verify that all bolts are tightened correctly to avoid
leaks.
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